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HERE are ſome to whom in my 

Obſervations I ſeem too bold. Coun- 
tries have always abounded with people of this 
character; being inactive ſpectators only, 
they do not conſider how inevitable it is to 
write with enthuſiaſm, and to repel with ſome 
ſtrength of expreſſion, indignities that are of- 
fered to common underſtanding. If ſuch re- 
marked upon a battle, the gaſhes would be 
made toodeep for them; if upon a horſe-race, 
the animals would be preſſed too hard; or if 
upon a boxing-match, the blows would be 
exchanged with too ſavage brutality; they 
would turn pale at the ſight; let them keep 
to their chambers, or retire where their prin- 


ciples already are, and be encloſed within : a 
cloiſter. 
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There are ſome who annex ſo great 
ſanctity to names, as no more to be purſuaded 
that reputation may be falſe, than that 
Achilles was vulnerable; ſuch will not be 
convinced that I have, fo far as I have alrea- 
dy gone, expoſed all the moſt material errors 
of the Profeſſor; nor that the ox is yet 
ſlaughtered, whoſe mangled quarters are 
already hung up on the ſhambles of his 
butcher. 


There are ſome, whoſe profeſſional judge- 
ment affords them the ability of weighing 
fully the arguments which I have advanced, 


of determining with preciſion on the obſer- ti 
yations which 1 have made ; before them | of 
feel proud to appear, and I do aſſure them w 
that I do not go beyond the dictates of my th 
honour, when I declare how anxious I have 
deen to gain their good opinion, and how 
_ zealous I ſtill am to preſerve it, by advancing it 
only what my mind prompts me to be near- mj 
rea 


eſt the truth. 

And there are others, who, amongſt the par- 
tial friends of the Profeſſor, knowing him to be 
guilty, wiſh not that he ſhould be condemned: 


they whole Prudence and humanity * 
| | — | : e 


4s") 


re arm of juſtice; they who would rather 


that a whole country ſhould be expoſed to 
the pernicious effects of falſe and dangerous 
opinions, than that the Profeſſor ſhould. ex- 


perience their dereliction; they who are all 


to a man cautious, and with whom beyond 
their own circle all is huſh! they whoſe 
very ſhoes are ſhod with velvet! and who 
deal forth whiſpers amongſt each other, juſt 


like goſſips in a ſick chamber converſing on 


the rotten condition of a dying patient ! 


do not wiſh topre} udice the minds of my 
readers, by foreſtalling any of the obſerva- 
tions which I have yet to offer upon the new 
opinions of the Profeſſor. I cannot conceive 
more gratification than to be indulged by 
them with an impartial review. 


In din that I may be rightly underſtood, 
it 15 neceſſary for me juſt to give an outline of 
my future intentions, and to ſhew to my 


readers my ſyſtem of arrangements; for with- 


out ſome ſyſtem, the complicated ſubject which 
I have before me could not be gone through, 
either with credit to myſelf or advantage 


to them. I ſhall make a point of underſtand- 
ing the Profeſſor in the inoſt favourable con- 


142 ſtruction. 
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ſtruction. I ſhall always be upon my guard 
to correct myſelf againſt quibbling upon his 
language, as I would puniſh a pointer for 
ſtanding at larks. I will continue to watch 
his new opinions, only ſo far as they apply 
to practice. Iwill remark upon that practice 
either as it is uſeful or new; and that practice 
which he adopts as new, and I know to be 
eld, I will trace back to 1ts original author, 
reſtoring thus the honour to whom that ho- 
nour is due. Such expreſſions as are aſſerted 
to be facts in one page of the great work of an 
the Profeſſor, and contradicted in many other 
pages, will- be only brought to one paint 
of conviction, when I judge them to be of 
ſufficient importance in practice. By al 
theſe endeavours I hope to methodiſe ſome- 
thing like a ſyſtem, to collect ſome ſimple 
ſcattered truths from out of a compound and 
incoherent mixture of ſyſtems. Sauvage and 
and Cullen, as noſologiſts, Camper, as an 
experimental philoſopher, and all the the- 
oriſts of the preſent age, may claim their mu- 
tilated opinions in every page; theſe are ſo 
injudiciouſly choſen, and fo unaptly applied, 
ſo mangled and perverted, as to tend rather to 
obſtruct and confound. the harmony of ſci- 


ence, than to help the mind in the elaborate 
| inveſti- 


991 

mveſtigation of uſeful knowledge. He has 
made à ſa rifice of himſelf to vanity. A 
confident Profeſſor of the ſcience of compa- 
ative anatomy, without the judgement of 
L:pplying it to practice. The lower orders in 
the animal creation have afforded him 
m amuſement ſomewhat ſimilar to that 
which children derive from Dutch toys; the 
fancy is awakened, but the. underſtanding 
ſleeps. I challenge the ſtrongeſt panegyriſt 
which he has, to produce one ſingle ſolid ad- 
vantage that the whole of the great work 
derives from his comparative anatonucal pre- 
tenſions. That he ſhould conceive himſelf 
fitting, by education or genius, to become a 
dictatorial theoriſt, it muſt be unfortunate! 
* flulte prava judicat ſententia.”* But our 
mmortal bard has referred us for his apo- 
logy to the infirmity of human nature. We, 
ignorant of ourſelves, beg often our own 


*harm, which the wiſe powers deny us for our 
good. 5 | 


Page 215. Part IV 2 Chapter I. 
Of Chancre. 


Venereal ulcers commonly have one cha- 
"ter, which however is not entirely pe- 


culiar 
* Phœdrus. ' 


e 
F culiar to them, for many ſores that haveno 
« diſpoſition to heal, which is the caſe with 
ec a chancre, have ſo far the ſame character. a 
* chancre has commonly a thickened bag 
«and although in ſome the common inflam. 
e mations ſpread much further, yet the ſpe. 
* cific is confined to the baſe,* The future or 
* conſequent ulcers are commonly eaſily di. 
e ſtinguiſhed from the original or venereal, 
„ which will be deſcribed hereafter” 


That the reader may not preſume that 
I have ſelected this paragraph in order to 
expoſe the remarkable circumſtance of 
each period opening with © commonly,” l 
ſhall vindicate myſelf by referring him tothe 
paragraph immediately before this, where he 
will find fix more © commonlys.” But here 
follows the obſervation which I have to offer 
to this paragraph, that 1t aims to diſtinguiſh, 
and to give a ſeparate definition of chancte, 
in contradiſtinction to all other ulcers ; but 
it fails. Firſt, © Venereal ulcers common!) 


« have one character, which however is not 
e peculiar to them, for many ſores that have 
© no diſpoſition to heal, which is the caſe with 
* chancre, have ſo far the ſame character. 


T hat is as much as to ſay, venereal ulcers 
* 


(-$ } 
ire like all other ulcers having no diſpoſition 
to heal. Such being the definition to the firſt 
period, now for- the ſecond. 


«A chanere has commonly a- thickened 
dbaſe, and although in ſome the common 
MS - inflammation ſpreads much further, yet 
« the ſpecific is confined to the baſe.” This 
might have been ſaid, to have. given us a 
diſtinction betwixt an ulcer produced from 
ſpecific virus, and an ulcer from a common 
jury, had not the Profeſſor juſt before 
confounded that - diſtinction ; for then he 
lad, that the © character of chancres is not 
© peculiar to them.” 


And now for the third, which is accom- 
panied with a moſt ſagacious confeflion in- 
deed! © That conſequent ulcers are com- 

* monly eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the ori- 

* ginal or venereal,” As theſe three defini- 
tons of the Profeſſor pull three ſeparate 
Ways, I ſhall leave them to the penetration 
of my readers to regulate the power of each 
upon the other, to the end that they may 
obtain from them that information, which 
l am confeſſedly incapable to explain. 


The 


Ne 


Ihe truth is, that ulcers are only found 
dut to be venereal from ſituation or ſuſpi. 
cion, by being either ſeen on ſuch parts as 
induce us to prejudge them to be owing to 
venereal infection, or by uniting and coin. 
bining circumſtances when ſeen on other 
parts, ſo as to perſuade us that the ſtrongeſt 
probability goes to their being venereal, 
When ulcers are found upon fuch parts as 
there 1s reaſon, upon their firſt appearance, 


de 


(c 


to believe that they owe their ſource to an 
venereal cauſe, it is upon the firſt bluſh de- me 
cided that they are ſo; but when they ap- l 
pear upon a part not ſuſpected, then it of. iu 
ten happens, that other opinions are given, i tr: 
and other remedies are tried, and theſe not Pr 
ſucceeding, mercury is at laſt adminiſtered, fe 
and the diſeaſe is proved by the ſucceſs of tut 
the remedy. | bo 


Let men ſay what they pleaſe in theory, 
this we know to be the ſtate of the caſe i 
practice; and it will be hereafter ſeen, that 
there is not an additional chink in the Pre- 
feſſor's dark conſtitutional cottage, through 
which new light is let in upon the ſulyect. 


«Ty 


1 VP 9 

« Tt is an invariable effect, that when 

« any part of an animal is irritated to a cer- 

« tain degree, that it inflames and forms 

matter, the intention of which is to re- 
« move the irritating cauſe,” 


I ſhall, before I proceed, give the true de- 
fnition of © invariable,” as it always has 
been, and as it will be ever underſtood, 1 
ſay, it is that which cannot be changed, and 
muſt always be conſtant. It now behoves 
me to prove that the Profeſſor's logick is no 
logick, and that his invariable aphoriſm is 
ſubject to great variation. Inſtances in con- 
n, i tradiction to this invariable poſition of the 
ot Profeflor are to be found, both as to the ef- 
ed, feet and to the intention; both from conſti- 
of WW tutional cauſes and external applications; 
both as they affect the conſtitution in ge- 
neral or partial; in ſhort, in every ſenſe 
the Profeſſor's invariable effect and inten- 
tion are foiled. To begin with the conſti- 
tutional cauſes. 


Do the ear-ach, tooth- ach, continued vo- 
mitings, ſtones in the kidnies, ſtones paſſing 
from the kidnies to the bladder, ſtones in 
the bladder, ſtones paſſing from the bladder 
Pak III. F through 


ts 1 

through the urethra, gout, - rhetimatiſn, 
and ſpaſms, invariably in their effect, in. 
flame and form matter with intention to re. 
move the irritating cauſe? Do the hydro. 
phobick ſymptoms and lock- jaw, from loca 
cauſes, produce ſuch invariable effects with 
ſuch intentions? Do barbarous puniſhments 
inflicted on the human body by the authority 
of tyrannick laws, produce from ſuch caufe, 
ſuch effects, and with ſuch intentions! 
What would the poor ſoldier ſay to the Pro- 
feſſor's invariable effect and intention, when 1 
ſtanding upon ſpikes? For God's fake, Mr. inte 
Profeſſor, do not perſuade yourſelf that, al- gon 
though I am now irritated to the very *cer-Wiſ fam 
tain degree” which it 1s poſſible for man to 
be, I ſhall get rid of the irritation by the 
formation of matter; if you do, I ſhall cer- 
tainly be dead before your intention wall be 
fulfilled! But if, continued the poor ſoldier, 
you will permit me to inſtruct you, pray, 
looſen my hands which are tied to the hal- 
berds ; I will then ſtep off from the ſpikes, and 
ſhall by that means ſhew you my intention 
to get rid of the irritating caule ! 


ut let us purſue this neat obſervation of 
the intention to remove the irritating 
| cauſt 


G 


cauſe, and then let us ſee how the inva- 
liable effect” is produced in chancre; and 
there I fear that the intention and effect are 
-nvariably contrary to the Profeſſor's logick; 
for admitting the intention, and it will be 
pound to be in deſtroying the part which 1s 
the ſeat of the chancre, and to this he has 
agreed; “ for it was almoſt impoſſible to 
carry a chancre a long voyage without! Its 
{ unn the whole penis.“ 

It 1 to be preſumed chat it was the ſame 
intention that taught the Profeſſor to cure 
gonorrhœa with bread pills; and it was the 
fame intention and the ſame 1gnorance in 
diſerimination, that made him confound 
common irritations with ſpecifick irritations. 
To illuſtrate this ſubject, I will ſtate the ex- 
act diſtinction which there is between irri- 
tation from a common and a virulent cauſe. 
duppoſe a thorn to be ſtuck in any part of 
the body, and there left to work its way 
aut, the part would be inflamed, and mat- 
ter would be formed, the offending ſub- 
ſtance would be looſened, and in time be diſ 
charged; and the parts being no longer irri- 
ated, would heal of courſe, But let us 
| „„ E 
* Page 14. 
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alſo ſuppoſe that the ſame thorn had been 
dipped in venereal virus, and that the in- 
fection from it had actually taken effec 
would the parts then heal up as before 
whos the tharn was withdrawn? 


15 mmediately after the aphoriſm laſt quoted 
we find the following: This proceſs i; 
* eaſily effected, when it is on a ſurface 
* whoſe nature is ta ſecrete ; but when on 
* a ſurface whoſe nature is not to ſecrete 
< it then becomes more difficult, for another 
<«« proceſs muſt be ſet up, which is ulcers 
tion. This is not only the caſe in com. 
* mon irxitations, but alſo in ſpecific irrita 
« tion from morbid poiſons, as the vene- 
real diſeaſe and the ſmall-pox.“ Again 
we are told, that venereal irritation, as well 
as variolous and common irritations, termi- 
nate alike in three praceſſes, on non-ſecreting 
ſurfaces; inflammation, formation of matter, 
and ulceration, the intention es all which 
is to get rid of the irritating cauſe. I have 
already pointed out to my readers my di- 
tinction betwixt common and ſpecifick i 
tation; and I have often obſerved to m) 
readers how wanting in judgement the Pro- 
feſſor always is, when he draws his compa- 
riſons. 


N A 
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riſons. Do ulcers ariſing from ſinall-pan 
and venereal infection terminate alike? Are 
they alike got rid of? The variolous matter 
and the venereal act ſo far alike as to pro- 
duce each of them an ulcer by inoculation; 
but the utmoſt ſtretch of human ingenuity 
cannot afterwards bring the leaſt parallel 
between them. The action of variolous 
ulcers ceaſes ſpontaneouſly, after a certain 
proceſs 3 ; but the action of a venereal ulcer 
ij continued ad infinitum, as the Profeſſor 
has confeſſed in page 14, and, I will anſwer 
for him, as he will again hereafter confeſs. 
do much for his ſimilar effects from common 
and ſpecifick irritations; and ſo much for his 


comparative knowledge, and his {kill in the 
application of it! 


* There are three ways in which chancres 
are produced. Firſt, by poiſon being in- 
ſerted into a wound; ſecond, by being ap- 
" Phied to a non-ſecreting ſurface; and third- 
* ly, by being applied to a common fore,” 


The poiſon much more readily conta- 
© Minates, if it is applied to a common 
wound, than to an ulcer, in this reſem- 
bling the ſmall-pox.“ The Profeſſor in 


another 


( 14 ) 
another place has given the very oppoſite 
opinion to that which we find here. Ian 
* inclined to think that wounds are alſo 
bad abſorbing ſurfaces, eſpecially when! 
* conſider that few morbid poiſons are alſo 
ce abſorbed by wounds.” My readers. will 
be pleaſed to recollect, that this laſt quota- 


tion was not overlooked in my Firſt Part.“ 


And now I will treat my readers with ſome 
ſelected opinions that will better explain 
themſelves than T can for them, 


FE Whether n are any parts of theſkin, 
* or any other part of the body, more ſuſcep- 
„ tible of this irritation than others, is nat 
** yet aſcertained.” 


“I have ſeen a chancre on the prolabium 
<« as broad as a ſixpence, caught the perſon 
« did not know how. Tothis is added a note, 
« That this ſore was a chancre, I made no 
** no doubt, for beſides its diſeaſed appeal- 
« ance, he had a bubo forming in one of 
e the glands under the lower jaw on the 
*© fame fide.” 


« Its affecting the glans penis, &c. ariſes 


from the manner in which it is caught, and 
not 


mY 


* Pages 61, 62, 63. 


„ 
« not from any tendency theſe parts have to 
catch it more than others.” 


0 But 5 the cuticle cannot be affected by 
« the poiſon, this covering acting as a guard 

« to the cutis, it is often prevented from 
coming into contact with it.“ 


If the venereal poiſon ſhould be ap- 
« plied to the ſkin, where the cuticle is more 
® denſe than that of the glans penis, ſuch as 
upon the body of the penis, or forepart 
of the ſcrotum, then it generally appears 
* firſt in a pimple, which is commonly al- 
* lowed to ſcab,” &c. &c. 


. 
It 


Let the Profeſſor, for it is his buſineſs and not 
mine, reconcile theſe various and contradic- 
tory opinions to his pupils, if peradventure 
te ſhould hereafter have the opportunity; for 
no Hes his train of followers, which like to poor 
ar- Wing Lear's hath been an hundred, now is 
es than twenty, it may be a unit! And does 
the noble ſcience of the Profeſſor ſink in the 
ground? I thought it would havemounted!” 


ies Wi 1 cannot, becauſe of my limited condition, 
and fake notice of every abſurd new opinion; in- 
not deed 


n 


U _ 4 x 
- - * 
Fw * — — 
- pe \ 
\ —_— — — 4 
Oo — l 


22 es 
— © we * 


F * 
24 


» 
—_ 
p oi —— 
$40 enters non ORE I ern og nd rp OI; 
- _— , . — — 22 * — 83 . 
bs Sx 5 _—— Tz OS - * 
F — 1 - J o 


| ( 16 ) 
decd, I am often neceſſitated to be very brief 
with thoſe I do obſerve upon. My condition 
is ſomewhat ſimilar to that of a ghoſt, whoſe ll « 
appearance is permitted to diſcloſe ſome mo. 0 
mentous enormities, but is warned away at il « 
the third crowing of the cock 10 


« have known caſes where the chancres 
« have appeared twenty-four hours after the Pr. 
te application of the matter, andT haveknown Wl cl: 
te them ſeven weeks. A remarkable caſe of Wil 
te this kind was in a gentleman who had not rio 
ce touched a woman for ſeven weeks, when 1 
«© chancre appeared. That this was a 
« venereal chancre was proved by his har. 


Fo 


* 1ng had the lues venerea from it, and be- 7 
« ing under the neceſſity of taking mercury.” . . 
| « t 


All the remark that I ſhall make upon this « 4 
quotation, in the preſent inſtance, is, that 


the Profeſſor does not pretend to prove the en 
above to be a chancre by his own original . 
definition; but that he proves it to be a real al « 1, 


chancre by its conſequences, by its having 
diffuſed infection, and by its yielding to 
mercury. And again he ſays— 


, xe An 


EF I f 
« An officer in the army had a chancre 
broke out upon him two months after he 
« had a connection with a woman. After 
« the laſt con!eftion he marched above an 
E « hundred miles; the chancre broke out, 
and only gave way to mercury.” 


Here is another inſtance to ſhew how the 
Profeſſor, even in a doubtful caſe, proves a 
chancre. But theſe two caſes will hereafter 
be appealed to in a cauſe of much more ſe- 
nous importance. 


Page 221. 
Of the Phymoſis and Paraphymojis. 


* Theſe happen generally in conſequence 
of a chancre in the prepuce. This irrita- 
tion however and inflammation ſometimes 
attack the prepuce, even when the diſeaſe 
is in the form of what I ſuſpect to be a go- 
* norrhcea of the glands of the prepuce, and 
* ſometimes even in the common gonorrhea, 
; [ot moſt frequently of all wn a chancre 

in the prepuce.* 


requeſt the particular attention of my 
readers to the obſervations which I am about 


Part III. © i 
| Page 41. 


(co) 
fo lay before them. Theſe will help to explair 
that idea I have of ſuch intentions of the 
Profeſſor, which with his uſual left-handed 
cunning he would with to conceal. By his 
not ſaying a word about phy moſis or pars. 
phymoſis ariſing from gonorrhœa, when he 
was treating upon gonorrhœa, he was defir- 
ous it ſhould have been forgotten that theſe 
ſymptoms had beea ever found with gonor- 
rhœa, as well as with chancre; and the reaſon 
why he did not obſerve upon phymoſis and 
paraphymoſis, as being often the immediate 
effect of gonorrhea, only muſt have been, be- 
cauſe in ſuchan inſtance gonorrhea could not 
have been ſaid to have cured itſelf; becaule he 
muſt have been reduced mſuchan inſtance, not 
only to have preſcribed bread pills, but allo 
bread poultice, with ſomething more. This 
filence, and this ſtrong inſtanceof inſtinctive 
ſagacity in the Profeſſor, are yet more appi- 
rent, as he has exhauſted almoſt a fourth of his 
great work upon what he calls, the ſuppoſe 
conſequences only of gonorrhœa. And even 

now, it is curious to remark, how he ar- 
ranges and how ſlightly he touches upon the 
the ſubject of phymoſis ariſing from gonor- 
Toha&a. 1 appeal to men of candour, whe- 


her by the Profeſſor's ſtatement of the caſe, 
it 


C18 1 


t would not be underſtood by a. tyro, that 
7 and paraphymoſis were as frequent- 
* liable to ariſe out of his conceited and viſi- 
onary opinion of avirulent gonorrhcaa of the 


plans penis, as out of a common virulent go- 
norrhoea. What ſhall be ſaid to theſe devia- 


or ignorance ? Were. phymoſis and paraphy- 
moſis not noticed by him, when he treated 
onthe conſequences from gonorrhea, becauſe 
he knew they would tend to deſtroy the cob- 
web which he had ſpun out in theory? Or 
were theſe ſymptoms then omitted, becauſe 
he was yet to learn, that they often did ariſe 
from gonorrhea ? It could not be the latter, 
unleſs it was preſumed that he had acquired 
tne knowledge ſince he treated upon gonor- 
roa. Here it is confeſſed, but reluctantly 
confeſſed; not obſerved upon as a common 
[ymptom, not as a man of ingenuous can- 
dour would obſerve upon ſuch a truth, but 
it is privately flipped into this page, in fo 
cunning, ſo ſecret and indirect a manner, as 
the arranteſt Jonas of them all would paſs a 
acardtodeceive us! I know that phymoſis and 
paraphymoſis may be the effect of gonor- 
tea; I know that phymoſis may produce 
chancre; I know that chancres may deſtroy 


tons from truth? Do they ſpring from vanity 
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to lay before them. Theſe will help to explain 
that idea I have of ſuch intentions of the 
' Profeſſor, which with his uſual left-handed 
_ cunning he would wiſh to conceal. By his 
not ſaying a word about phy moſis or para. 
phymoſis ariſing from gonorrhœa, when he 
was treating upon gonorrhœa, he was defir- 
ous it ſhould have been forgotten that theſe 
ſymptoms had been ever found with gonor- 
rhoa, as well as with chancre; and the reaſon 
why he did not obſerve upon phymoſis and 
paraphymoſis, as being often the immediate 
effect of gonorrhea, only muſt have been, be- 
cauſe in ſuch an inſtance gonorrhea could not 
have been ſaid to have cured itſelf ; becaule he 
muſt have been reduced in ſuch an inſtance, not 
only to have preſcribed bread pills, but alſo 
bread poultice, with ſomething more. Tlus 
filence, and this ſtrong inſtance of inſtinctive 
ſagacity in the Profeſſor, are yet more appi- 
rent, as he hasexhauſted almoſt a fourth of his 
great work upon what he calls, the ſuppoſe 
conſequences only of gonorrhœa. And even 
now, it is curious to remark, how he ar- 
ranges and how flightly he touches upon the 
the ſubject of phymoſis ariſing from gonol- 
rohœa. I appeal to men of candour, whe- 


Kher by the Profeſſor's ſtatement of the caſe, 
it 
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++ would not be underſtood by a. tyro, that 
phymoſisand paraphymoſis were as frequent- 
* liable to ariſe out of his conceited and viſi- 
onary opinion of avirulent gonorrhœa of the 
glans penis, as out of a common virulent go- 
norrhæa. What ſhall be ſaid to theſe devia- 
tons from truth? Do they ſpring from vanity 
or ignorance? Were. phymoſis and paraphy- 
moſis not noticed by him, when he treated 
onthe conſequences from gonorrhea, becauſe 
he knew they would tend to deſtroy the cob- 
web which he had ſpun out in theory? Or 
were theſe ſymptoms then omitted, becauſe 
he was yet to learn, that they often did ariſe 
from gonorrhœa? It could not be the latter, 
unleſs it was preſumed that he had acquired 
the knowledge ſince he treated upon gonor- 
a. Here it is confeſſed, but reluctantly 
confeſſed; not obſerved upon as a common 
[ymptom, not as a man of ingenuous can- 
dour would obſerve upon ſuch a truth, but 
it is privately ſlipped into this page, in fo 
cunning, ſo ſecret and indirect a manner, as 
the arranteſt Jonas of them all would paſs a 
acardtodeceive us! I know that phymoſis and 
paraphymoſis may be the effect of gonor- 
mœa; I know that phymoſis may produce 
chancre; I know that chancres may ws 
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(| 80 } 
ad infinitum; and I know that the whole con. 
ſtitution may thus become diſeaſed. 


Page 226. Chap. III. * 


General obſervations on the treatment af chancre, 


„ Chancres as well as gonorrhœa ar 


« perhaps ſeldom or never wholly venereal, wi 
but are varied by certain peculiarities of the m 
* conſtitution at the time. The treatment ve 
; te therefore of them, both local and conſtitu- Wl i; 
tional, will admit of great variety, and it is th 


upon the knowledge of this variety that all 
4 ** the ſkill of the ſurgeon principally de 
<< pends.” 


In my firſt outſet I told my readers, that | i « 
would never foreſtall any of the Profeſſor' « 
contradictions, becauſe I could always collect WW < 
a more than tufficient ſupply from the ve Wi « 
ample. and ſuperabundant ſtore that had al- 
ready paſſed i in my review. The Profeſſor here 
ſays, © That the treatment of both gonorrhes 
and chancre, both local and conſtitutional, 
« will admit of great variety, and that it isup- 
„ on the knowledge of that variety the {kill 
« of the ſur gean principally depends.” Was 
the Profeſſor always of the ſame opinion! 
Or was the great work ſo long in hand that 


he had here forgotten what he had advance 
there 


mie 
alli 


a 
there? Was truth yeſterday, falſhood to day ? 
will now illuſtrate the Profeſſor's conſiſ- 


tency in as ſtrong a light as his own anxiety 
for ſingularity of opinion could hope. 


The common practice proves theſe facts; 
we every day ſee gonorrhœas cured by the 
moſt ignorant; but in chancre, or the lues 
venerea, more {kill is neceſſary. The reaſon 
is obvious ; gonorrhea cures itſelf, whilſt 
the other forms of the diſeaſe require the 
aſſiſtance of art.“ 


The great variety of injections, and 
« every venereal inflammation getting well 
during their uſe, are ſtrong corroborat- 
* ing circumſtances in favour of the opi- 
„nion, that every ſuch complaint will in 
time cure itſelf.” + 


Once for all I may be permitted, with all 


due reſpect for the Proſeſſor, to remind him 


in a very humble way, of an opinion which 


he knows, but which, becauſe it is not new, 
he will not adopt; and this opinion now 
underſtood between us, will ſave many 
Illuſtrations in future, when the Profeſſor 
and I are found again at variance, from ſimi- 


lar 
R Page 74. 
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_ lar: cauſes, Do the ſame diſeaſes affect 

all ſubjects in an equal degree? Is there not 
in every conſtitution an idioſyncraſy? May 
not two brothers, even with the fame 
complexions, the ſame habits of living, be 
attacked with the ſmall-pox at the ſame time 
And may not the one be ſo fortunate as to have 
no occaſion for the {kill of the Profeſſor, be- 
cauſe he had not two eruptions all over his 
his body? And may not the other, in ſpite of 
ſuch ſkill, die of the diſeaſe? 


The queſtion which naturally ariſes, is, 
how the Profeſſor in this inſtance would dray 
his concluſions ? Would he aſſert as roundly 
here as he did upon gonorrhea? No. If the 
ſmall-pox in the one be flight, ſmall-pox 
cures itſelf ; if it be ſevere, it may kill. If 
gonorrhœa be ſlight, it may cure itſelf, or at 
leaſt bread pills may cure it; if it be ſevere, 
and no other remedy applied to it but the 
harmleſs one preſcribed by the Profeſſor, 
then the whole contiguous parts may be— 
come diſeaſed, and more diſeaſe may follow, 
ſo as to kill the deluded ſubject! 


Admitting that ſuch may be the event of 


two brothers attacked with the ſmall- pon 
and 


CT 1] 

and] defy the Profeſſor to contradict it, what 
further argument is it fitting that I ſhould 
hold, when it is known that the whole pi oceſs 
of ſmall- poxcloſes at a certain ſpecifick period, 
and when it 1s alſo known that the effects 
of gonorrhea may continue ad infinitum ? 
But ſuch are the doctrines of the Profeſſor, 
aS who ſhould ſay, I am Sir Oracle!“ 


« Tt is to be obſerved, that in the cure of 
« chancres we have two points in view, the 
cure of the chancre itſelf, and the preven- 
tion of a contamination of the conſtitu- 
tion.“ So far, ſo good. © The firſt, or the 
cure of the chancre, is to be effected by 
mercury, applied either in external dreſ- 
* ſings, or internally through the circula- 
* tion, or in both ways. The ſecond ob- 
* ject, or preſervation of the conſtitution 
* from contamination, is to be obtained, firſt, 
* by ſhortening the duration of the chancre, 
which ſhortens the time of abſorption, 
and alſo by internal medicine, which 
muſt be in proportion to the time that 
abſorption may have been going on. 
If the power of a chancre to contami- 
nate the conſtitution, or which is the 
8 - lame thing, if the quantity abſorbed is as 
« the 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
4c 
CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
ec 
cc 
(( 
te 
te 
te e 
Cc 
cc 
tc c 
cc 
t c 
( 
( 
CC 


cc 


quantity of poiſon abſorbed, then what. 


* to four; then whatever ſhortens the dura- 


fourths of the mercury is neceſſarily want- 


( 24 ) 


the ſize of the chancre, and the time of 
abſorption, which moſt probably it is, 
then whatever ſhortens the time, muſt 
diminiſh that power or quantity abſorhed, 
and if the quantity of mercury neceſſary 
to preſerve the conſtitution, 1s as the 


ever leſſens the quantity abſorbed, muſt 
proportionally preſerve the conſtitution.” WM hay 
For inſtance, if the power of a chancre to Mov 
contaminate the conſtitution in four weeks WiſWiſ 
is equal to four, and the quantity of mer- lis 
cury neceſlary to be given internally, both MW6li 
for the cure of the chancre and the Pre- 
ſervation of the conſtitution, is alſo equal 


tion of the chancre, muſt leſſen in the 
ſame proportion the quantity of mercury; 
therefore, if local applications, along with 
internal uſe of mercury, will cure the 
chancre in three weeks, then only three 


ed internally. If four ounces of mer- 
curial ointment will cure the chancre, and 
preſerve the conſtitution, in three weeks, 
then only three fourths of the mercury is 
neceſſarily wanted internally.” 


I make 


( 5 } oh 
make no apology to my readers for the 
length of this quotation; they as well as I 
had ſeen the Profeſſor all this while affirming 
impoſſibilities, realiſing viſions, reviving old 
ideas, and propagating them as new ones, 
Certainly then we ought to congratulate our- 
ſelves, and be thankful to him for the new 
talent that he has here diſcloſed to us. After 
having exhauſted his old characters, he 1s 
now to ſhew us a verſatility of genius in the 
difplay of a new one. Our conviction to 
his fyſtem muſt now be inevitable, for the 
ſolidity of his arguments is to be confirmed 
by arithmetical calculations and mathema- 
tical deductions. And the truth is, that 
f every machine to which the Profeſſor ap- 
plies theſe mathematical rules for meaſuring 
tie ſize of the chancre, and theſe arithme- 
ical calculations for aſcertaining the quan- 
tity of abſorbed virus from the chancre, 
ere the ſame ; if there were the ſame pro- 
portionate ratio found in the ſize of all 
- uncres, and if the abſorption from every 
ne of them were the ſame in quantity, in 
he ſame given time; if every machine to 
ich the Profeſſor applies his local as well 
6 his conſtitutional powers, were alſo uni- 
only the ſame, and at all times; if every 
ake Pak T III. D | ma- 


arithmetical concluſions of the Profeſſor, 


of mercurial ointment, internal) preſer 


4436 

machine did not differ, and if each did not 
vary, which all machines conſtantly do; if 
abſorption of virus were not undetermined 
and capricious, which we conſtantly find that 
it is; if chancres were not to prove more or 
leſs obſtinate in their cure, which we con- 
ſtantly find that they do; if the abſorption is 
of mercurial ointment by friction were not WM th 
uncertain, and if its action on the conſtitu- an 
tion were not various in the extreme, as one fo. 
may rub in an ounce, and another three WW jul 
ounces, to the ſame effect; if theſe circum- 
ſtances, ſeparate or combined, were not dia- 
metrically averſe to the mathematical and 


which they conſtantly are, then he might 


have boaſted, and we might have profited i © ! 
from his ſuperior knowledge of the mathe- beg 
matical ſcale for the meaſurement of chance, Wi {rt 
and for his arithmetical calculation by the his 
golden rule direct, in the cure of it and tie © c 


conſtitution. For example, thus: It a 
chancre of a certain ſize yield a certain 
quantity of poiſon, and if that certain quan 
tity of poiſon be abſorbed in a certain time 
and if a certain quantity of mercury, 8! 
internally, (for he calls the external frictiol 


th 


(t 99) 


the conſtitution from contamination, then, 


by applying part of the mercury to the chan- 
creitſelf, inſtead of throwing it all into the 
conſtitution, the chancre will heal the ſooher, 
and leſs mercury will be thrown into the con- 
ſtitution, becauſe the duration of chancre 
is ſhortened. If conſtant effects could be 
thus inſured, we might then exult indeed, 
and the patient alſo would have great cauſe 
for triumph; we need viſit him only once, 
juſt to take meaſure of his chanere, to cal- 
culate from its ſize the quantity of virus 
abſorbed, to aſcertain the time, to work our 
problem, to produce our ſcales, to weigh out 
our mercury, and to take our leave! For 
the Profeſſor ſays, ** This is not ſpeculation, 
but the reſult of experience.” I ſincerely 
beg his pardon for diſputing ſo ſtrong an aſ- 
ſertion, and for having ſo lately quoted from 
his own authority, * that the treatment of 
* chancres, as well as gonorrhea, both local 
and conſtitutional, will admit of great 
* variety; and it is upon the knowledge of 
that variety that the {kill of the ſurgeon 
3 principally depends.“ 


D 2 Page 


([ WJ 


Page 228. 
30 : I, Of the Deſtruction of Chancre, 
At length we come to the practical part 
of his opinions upon chancre, after having 
wandered with delight through the flowery 
path of theory, laid out with all the luxu- 
riant fancy that the vigorous and fertile ge. 


nius of the Profeſſor could lavith upon it. 


The ſimpleſt method of treating a chancre 
« is by deſtroying it, whereby it is reduced 
te to the ſtate of a common ſore or wound, 
« and heals up as ſuch. This only can be 
« doneon the firſt appearance of the chancre. 
——* Tt may be done either by inciſion or 
V. cauſtic.” 


＋0 effect this the Profeſſor recommends 
either the lunar cauſtick or lapis ſepticus. 
As for inciſion, it appears from what is here 
ſaid, to be recommended from one inſtance 
only. I have diſſected a chancre out, and 
«the ſore has healed up without any other 
treatment but common dreſſings.“ 


But in the very next paragraph, and al 
the ſucceeding ones, this ſimple practice 1s 
throw! 


WII 


(. 29 ) 
thrown aſide ; and as abſorption may be ſuſ- 
pected, he contradicts his firſt poſition and 


encourages ſpecifick applications both inter- 
nal and external. He only meant by theſe 


aſſertions to ſhew himſelf off, to point out 


to us what he could do, how he could apply 
cauſtick to a chancre, how that chancre 
would heal afterwards, or in other words, 
how he could ſtand upon one leg for a time, 
although for walking it was neceſſary to uſe” 
both legs. As this 1s a practical ſubject of 
the firſt importance, it behoves us to aſcer- 
tan whether any novelty in practice be here 
offered by the Profeſſor ; whether in this 
inſtance there be any diſplay of new op1- 
mons worthy the great author of a great 
work, Is the application of cauſtick to a 
chancre a new opinion? Is the application 
of cauſtick to a chancre a proper method of 
treatment ? -And firſt, the application of 
cuſtick to extirpate a chancre is not a new 
opinion; although the Profeſſor has been 
lent upon this point, for this was his rea- 
ſoning upon this delicate queſtion : There 
ae they who will read my book, who will 
know how old this practice is, and who now 
follow this very practice. There are others 
who take up the hiſtory of the cure of the 

diſeaſe 


_— US) 
1 Aſeaſe from the goſpel in my great work 
only; they lean ſo implicitly upon my hon- 

our and judgement, and are in point of num. 

bers ſo ſuperior to thoſe who can detect me, 

that it will be clearly for me politick to be 
ſilent; no matter how I get credit, but! 

| ſhall get credit; therefore the names of an 
authors ſhall not he hinted at by me, not 

. even whether they had the © ſame idea, 
- nor whether they were © clumſy” in apply- 
ing it, nor whether I found out the ide, 

and faw it in their work after wards when 
reading for my amuſement ! Wiſeman, 
Aſtruc, Turner, and authors more modern, 
have obſerved upon the application of 
cauſtick in the cure of chancre, particu- 
larly Howard and Swidiaur, The Pro- 


feſſor at leaſt keeps always one eye em- pe 
ployed to one object; it is never taken of, mi. 
but fixed habitual to intereſt as the lungs ta 


air. 


Second, the application of cauſtick to 1 
chancre is a proper method of treatment. But 
I defy any man to determine from what the 
Profeſſor has ſaid, whether the mere act of 

deſtruction of chancres be ſafe or not, 4 


he has ſaid that it is, and alſo ſaid that it 1s 
not 


f 3x |) 
not ſafe; I ſhall therefore, with all deference, 


juſt offer my opinion upon the ſubject. I 
have practiſed the application of cauſtick 


been ſo hardy as to depend upon that alone. 
And the reaſon for my miſtruſt of fo ſimple 
| a cure will be more obvious, when my 
readers take into their confideration one 
| notorious and indiſputable fact; a fact which 
has never been conteſted by the moſt ſtub- 

| born ſkeptick of them all, namely, that ab- 
ſorption of virus may take place without 
the firſt appearance of chancre ; that the 
venereal diſeaſe does ſometimes make its 
rſt appearance in the ſymptom of a bubo ; 
that at the ſame time when the infection 
received has ſhewn itſelf in one part of the 
penis, 1n the form of a chancre, other parts 
might have abſorbed the infection without 
its having left ſuch a trace of it on the penis; 
adding alſo the probable ſuppoſition that 
notwithſtanding the chancre does heal, ab- 
lorption might have taken place there, 
wich is the caſe, when a part is bitten 
by a mad dog ; that part heals, yet the con- 
ſtitution has been found to be infected. I 
prelume therefore that we are not juſtified 
i truſting to ſimple deſtruction of chancre 
only 3 


for the cure of chancres, but have never 


32 ) 
only; but hitherto I have been convinced 
that in the early ſtage of a chancre, the ay. 
plication of cauſtick to it promiſes to be the 
*, moſt compendious method of treatment, a 
the ſame time mercury ſhould be given in. 
ternally, and in ſmall quantities, for a length 
; of time; and in this I am in ſome meaſure 
Þ _ guided, by there remaining or not any hard. 
> - meſs where the chancre was, or by the ſtate 
pdf the glands of the groin, 


Page 230. 
IP 2. Of the Cure of Chancre—Local Applicatini. 


The cure of chancre is a different thing 
te from its deſtruction, and conſiſts in de- 
{© ſtroying its venereal diſpoſition and ac- 
“ tion, and then the parts hal of courk; 
“as far as they are venereal. ——< Chan- 
& cres may be cured in two different ways, 
e either by external applications, or inter- 
nal applications th rough the circulation; 

the ſame medicine is neceſſary for both 


. * theſe purpoſes, that is, mercury.” 
T I juſt now remarked, that the Profeſſot 


» 
„ 


had left us undeter mined, whether to give 


mercury when the chancre was removed b) 
what 


TT m3 
what he calls deſtruction ; but it now appears 
fom his own confeſſion here, that you 
muſt not believe a word he has ſaid there, 
about giving mercury in that caſe, for the 
cure by mercury 18 © a different thing.” By 
the cure of a chancre, mercury muſt be given 
externally, or internally; by deſtr oying a 

chancre, © the thing is different.“ 


My readers will not forget that the Pro- 
feſſor, when the mechanical fit was upon him, 
told us, that the application of mercurial 
ontment, by friction, was giving mercury 
internally.“ In this laſt quotation he has 
corrected himſelf, by contradicting his for- 
mer expreſſion. It ſhall not be ſaid, that 
this is vainly cavilling upon words. How is 
book to be underſtood, if one expreſſion 
be given for another? Or how are facts to be 
alcertained, when an author there ſays in- 
ternal, and here, to convey the ſame meaning, 
lays external? Let not the Profeſſor's apolo- 
pit explain this inſtance of inattention away, 
o if wrong were right, within without, or 
preſence abſence! Sir Francis Wronghead 
ws ſaid no for _ and loſt his proſpect of 


a place ! 


Parr III. + # My 
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My readers ſhall be left to judge for 
themſelves as to the topical applications, | 
{hall but lay them before them, they then 
may pick, chooſe, and aſſort. There they 
are, collected from all authors and from 
all times. Mercury in poultices; mercury 
ce rubbed down with conſerve in the room 
* of ointment; calomel, and all other prepa- 
* rations mixed with mucilage or honey; 
& calomel mixed with common ſalves; ſolu- 
4e tions of blue vitriol, verdegreaſe, calome| 
“mixed with ſpiritus nitri dulcis, and ma- 
% ny others. When the ſores are irritable 
«© mercury with opium, or perhaps” lead. 


„ Chancres, after having their venereal 


« teint corrected, often become ſtationary, \ 
and having acquired new diſpoſitions, in- fes 
* creaſe the quantity of diſeaſe in the parts, MW ;xi1 
eas will be taken notice of hereafter.” Ib mit 
aſſure the Profeſſor, that his new opinion of ing 
new diſpoſitions, ſhall be taken notice of Wl +... 
hereafter. And as the challenge is now give, Wl phj 
I ſhall avail myſelf of the earlieſt opportu- ag 
nity of time and place for the full inveſtig-· Wi con 
tion of new diſpoſitions, that do not partake beg 
of © venereal teints. — When they becom on « 


« ſtationa!}, 


( 3s ) 
« ſtationary only, they may often be cured by 
„touching them ſlightly with a lunar cau- 
« ſtick.” Juſt before he ſaid, This can only 
« be done on the firſt appearance of chancre, 
« when the ſurrounding parts are not as yet 
contaminated. And it is ſurpriſing 
« often, how faſt they will heal after being 
touched, and probably once or twice will 
« heſufficient.” How wonderful, as if he had 
heard of a world ranſomed, or one deſtroyed! 


Page 232. 
. Of the Treatment of Phymoſis in conſequence 
of, or attended with Chancre. 


My readers will remark how ſhy the Pro- 
feſſor is of phymoſis from gonorrhœa. He 
will not even be ſeen in the title-text to ad- 
mit, that, while he 1s curing phymoſis ari- 
Ing from chancre, the ſame treatment, as 
far as is neceffary, may alſo be applied to 
phymoſis from gonorrhea. ] juſt requeſt 
an, that my readers will mark this un- 
common ſhyneſs in the Profeſſor. But to 
begin. Aſtruc has adviſed, that © the end 
* of the penis ſhould be kept up to the 

8 belly 
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1 
belly if poſſible; therefore the Profeſlor's 


. inſtruction upon this point cannot be ney, 


As the ſores cannot be dreſſed in the com. 
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mon way; we muſt have recourſe either to 
dreſſings in the form of injections, or the 


operation for the phymoſis.“ 


* Waſhing of aſore, I believe, is unneceſ. 
ſary; for I can imagine, that matter from 
any {ore whatever 1s always ſuch as can- 
not ſtimulate the ſore into action.“ 


Of injections ; © they ſhould be mercu- 
rial, either crude mercury, rubbed down 
with ſolution of gum arabic; calomel rub. 
bed with the ſame; with a proportion of 


opium. No nicety is required. But if a 
ſolution of ſublimate is made uſe of as an 
injection, ſome attention is to be paid to 


its ſtrength. Poultices with linſeed, and 
bread: with laudanum; the penis to hang 
over hot water with a little vinegal 


and ſpirits of wine,” which the Profe 


ſor qbſerves to be © the neateſt way of ap- 
<« plying fomentations.” Is it the moſt ſet- 
viceable fomentation, and the moſt effcc- 
tual way of applying fomentations * No. 


Decoction 


* Pape 76. 


yer 
Wa 


(9) : 
Decoction of poppies is better, and ſpirits of 
wine is better to be applied by itſelf. I ne- 
ver even ſuſpected before, that the Profeſſor 
was conſidered as a pattern for neatneſs. 
« When the chancre bleeds, oil of turpen- 
« tine, and ſometimes opium.” | 


Page 235. 


4. Of the common Operation fer the Phymaſis 
piroduced by Chancres. 


In many caſes it will be found, that ſo 


tion is ſo very conſiderable, there is danger 


of which mortification may be the conſe- 
quence ;—whule on the other hand, there 
are caſes when a freedom given to the 
parts would prevent mortification ſo 
that the ſurgeon muſt be guided by the 


© appearances, and other circumſtances.“ 


If I underſtand the true ſpirit of the in- 
tended inſtruction contained in this para- 
graph, it is, that the Profeſſor ſubmits the 
time for judiciouſly performing the operation, 
tothe judgement of the ſurgeon; but his rea- 


ſon 


yiolent an operation is improper ; for it 
* often happens, that while the inflamma- 


of increaſing it by this additional violence, 
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cite inveſtigation at any rate. The furgeon 


d to remove the irritating cauſe ;” where we 
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ſon for ſo doing is ſo very curious, as to en. 


is to form his opinion, whether it be right 
to perform the operation from conſequences; 
For, if the operation be performed while in- 
flammation is very conſiderable, there is dan- 
ger of mortification; or if the operation be 
not performed, and a freedom given to the 
inflamed parts, mortifi cation comes on from 
that cauſe alſo, But, as it is known that 
this operation 1s neceſſary to be performed 
to prevent inflammation ending in morti- 
fication, why has the Profeſſor thus equi- 
vocated ? For, as it is only in extreme cafes 
that this operation is judged to be neceſſary, 
and as, in my opinion, it is only in ſuch rapid 
caſes, where we find the chancre deſtroying 


the ſubſtance of the penis itſelf, without dil- 


covering the leaſt intention, by its matter, 7 


cannot come at the ſeat of the chancre that 
threatens ſo much deſtruction, and where 
our power is otherwiſe too much crampt ; 
where the chancre bleeds profuſely, and 
where we diſcover that its ſeat is on the 
glans, it is then only neceſſary to make this 
laſt appeal ; it is then only, that we ſhould 


not heſitate to perform this operation. But 
OT if 


1 - 
* 


j 


Tt #1) | 
if the chanere be on the prepuce, I do not 
think that much 1s gained by the operation. 
In the neceſſary inſtance, much is at fake ; 
therefore, ſomething ſhould be riſked ; much 
might be gained, and the condition of a 
ſpreading corroding chancre on the glans, or 
behind the glans, cannot be fo alarming 
when expoſed to our view, when we have 
the power of applying topical remedies to it, 
as when it was concealed, and making rapid 1 
ſtrides to deſtroy the whole of the penis. 
Either this operation is neceflary, or it is 
not. If it be not neceffary, why did the 
profeſſor treat upon it? If it be neceſſary, 
why did he not draw the line? Why has he 
equivocated ? Or, if he could not annex the 9 
proper time to perform it, why did he write ? 


Ry — 


A mortification of the prepuce is ſome- 

* times the conſequence, when attended 
© with violent inflammation, even without 
any previous operation; and I have ſeen 
* cales, whers the glans, and part of the 
penis, have mortified, while the prepuce 
has kept its ground.“ Even without the 
operation, ſays the Profeſſor. Does he mean 
to ſay, that the intention of the operation 
vas to promote, and not to prevent mortifi- 
cation ? 


( 40 ) 


cation? Does he mean to ſay, if, in this in. 
ſtance he had, at a fitting time, performed 
the operation, that ſuch mortification and 
deſtruction of parts would have fo com. 
pleatly gone on? If he does, I do not. In 
my opinion, and I appeal to my readers, the 
Profeſſor has betrayed much chirurgical ig. 
norance : He ſeems to have had no ſettled 
opinion upon the ſubject. For, if ever there 
were a caſe when the operation ſhould hare 
been ſubmitted to, that was the very caſe 
which he has here noticed, and where it was 
not performed. The danger of an operation 
is a ſubordinate conſideration to the danger 


of a concealed chancre, conditioned, as I have 


already ſtated, and muſt be hazarded. 


Page 237. 
5. Of the Conſtitutional Treatment of Phymijs, 


« Ts mercury to be given freely, to get 1d 

% of the firſt cauſe ? Or does that medicine 
« increaſe the effect, while it deſtroys the 
e cauſe? Nothing but experience can deter- 
« mine this. Bark is the medicine that 
« probably will be of moſt general uſe; 
opium, in moſt caſes of this kind, will be 
« alſo 


alſo 
give 
whi 
if t 
mul 
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alſo of ſingular ſervice. The bark ſhould-be 
given in large quantities along with mercury, 
while the virus is ſtill ſuppoſed to exiſt; but 
if the inflammation be very great, * 5 
muſt be given alone” 


Page 2 38. 
b. 07 the Treatment of the F araphymoſis From 


Chancres. 


The relief that is to be given is ſo obvious 
toevery practitioner, that it is needleſs to ſay 
nore, than that a ſtricture which threatens 
langer to the parts, ſhould be divided. But 
when the ſymptoms do not exact this re- 
ſource, the ſame methods recommended for 
phymoſis, are fitting for this. 


Page 239. 


7 Of the Cure of Chancres, by Mercury given 
internally. 


And here we have, perhaps, not only as they 
er to this ſubject immediately, but alſo as 
bey bear relation to paſt opinions, ſuch 
[ring of contradictory aſſertions, ſo un- 


Jualified, and fo expoſed to obvious detec- 
Part III. F tion, 


* 
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tion, that it can hardly be decided to whit 
cauſe to aſſign them. If the Profeſſor be 
right in one paragraph by chance, it is op. 
poſed in the next. If we are inſtructed to 
follow this ſyſtem here, it is contradicted bj 
another immediately after. We are kept in 
a ſtate of ſuſpence betwixt both, like the 
tomb of Mahomet, continually antagoniſi 
by contrary attractions. 


In every chancre, let it be ever ſo {light 
e mercury ſhould be given internally; even 
*in thoſe caſes where they are deſtroyed on 
« their firſt appearance.” 


he ſimpleſt method of treating a chan- 
e cre, is by deſtroying or extirpating it, 
e whereby it is reduced to a common fore 
e or wound, and heals up as ſuch.”*----- 
* I have diſſected 2 chancre out, and the for 


has healed up without any other treat. 
* ment than common dreſſings. +----* The ih 
« cure of a chancre is a different thing fro 4 
its deſtruction; medicine 1 is neceſſary, that t 
* is, "+ "if 5 

&« When « f 


Page 228. + Fige $29. - | t Page 23% 


FE 
« When the ſore has put on a healthy 
« look, when the hard baſis has become 
« ſoft, and it has ſkinned over kindly, it 
may be looked upon as cured. “ But 
« jn very large chaneres, it may not be al- 
« ways neceſlary to continue the application 
« of mercury, either for external or internal 
action, till the ſore is healed. A large 
« chancre may be deprived of its venereal 
action long before it is ſkinned over; but 
« a ſmall one may probably ſkin over before 
« the venereal action 1s entirely ſubdued.” 
It will be erring on the ſafe ſide, to 
continue the medicine a little longer.” 


Chap V. Se&. 1. 


Of Diſpoſition fo new Diſeaſes taki ng place 
* during the Cure of Changres. 


ore The ulceration on the inſide of the pre- 
puce will ſometimes increaſe, and run be- 
* tween the ſkin and the body of the penis, 
and eat holes through in different places, 
1. till the whole is reduced to a number of 
* ragged fores, The glans often ſhares the 
© fame fate, till more or leſs of it is gone; 
frequently the urethra at this part is 
© wholly ulcerated away, and the urine 

| F 2 * comes 
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© comes out ſome way further back. If ; 
ce ſtop is not put to the progreſs of the 
diſeaſe, the ulceration will continne till 
te the parts are entirely deſtroyed. ] ſuſpect 
<« that ſome of theſe" caſes are ſcrofulous 
« As this is an acute caſe, immediate relief 
« ſhould be given, if poſſible.” As the Pro- 
feſlor has not yet launched out into a theo. 
retical explanation of what he means by 

cc new diſeaſes,” I ſhall, and it will here ſuf. 
fice for me to flatly deny, that the condition 
above deſcribed is a © new diſeaſe.” It is an 
aſſertion ariſing out of the loweſt of all ideas, 
and ſignifying nothing. He declares, that 
no rational method of treating it can be 
« determined; which is as much as to jay, 
that he, not knowing the nature of the 
diſeaſe, of courſe cannot determine upon a 
rational method of curing it. Mercury 1s 
given up entirely, and the diſeaſe 1s aban- 
doned to chance, Sarſaparilla, German diet- 
drink, extract of hemlock, and ſea-bathing, 
are ſubſtituted ; opium alſo. But even bark 
is left out of the catalogue. I ſhall not 
enter into a minute inveſtigation of thus 
ſtage of the venereal diſeaſe here ; I know a 


A 
* 


yet more fitting time for it. But now 1 


have an opportunity of clearing off anothe! 
| ſcore 
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core with the Profeflor. In treating of 
gonorrhœa, what was then the language ? 
Did he not then hold out to us a promiſe, 
that mercury was a ſpecifick for every other 
form of the diſeaſe but gonorrhœa ?* And 
did he not then endeavour to prove, that 
the great variety of injections, and every 
« inflammation getting well during their 
« uſe, were ſtrong corroborating circum- 
« ſtances in favour of the opinion, that 
« every ſuch complaint will, in time, cure 
„ itſelf.” + And did I not then aſk the Pro- 
feſlor, if there were not more than one way 
ſometimes neceſſary to cure a chancre? | 
What is the anſwer now given to the queſtion 
then put to him? Does he not aid, or 
change, or omit mercury altogether, for the 
cure of chancres in the condition before us ? 
And becauſe he 1s ſo driven to ſuch a neceſ- 
ty, does he draw ſuch an inference in the 
caſe of chancre, as he did in gonorrhœa? 
That the great variety of remedies, and every 
chancre at leaſt getting well during their uſe, 
are ſtrong corroborating circumſtances in 
favour of the opinion, that every ſuch com- 
plant will, in time, cure itſelf ? No, ſays the 
Profeſſor, I have cured the chancre ; it is no 
longer 


Page 69. + Page 74. 1 Obſerv. Part I. p. 88. 
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longer venereal ; mercury is a ſpecifick for 
the cure of chancre ; and although you now 
ſee an ulcer much more formidable than it 
was a week ago, and although you ſee it 
ſpreading at ſuch a rate, that the deſtruction 
of the whole ſubſtance of the penis 1s threat. 
ened, yet I haye cured the chancre, and mer. 
cury has been my ſpecifick. And what does 
he call this preſent diſeaſe, this continu 


tion of chancre ? Why he calls it © a ney 
Fc diſcaſe | FE” | 


Let us hypothetically put the caſe, that 
Saturday is the day on which the Profeſſor 
firſt announces to the patient, in the hearing 
of the nurſe, that the chancre is now too bad 
to be any longer conſidered as venereal ; that 
in fact it is not now venereal, but that that 
which the patient feels, and the nurſe fees, i 
now * a new diſeaſe.” The conſternation 
of the patient, the curioſity of the nurſe, the 
profundity of the Profeſſor, form a ſtriking 
group ! On what day, aſks the nurſe, did the 
venereal diſeaſe leave my poor maſter ? Aye, 
ſays the patient, recovering a little from lis 
deſponding dilemma, was it on the ſame da) 
that the new diſeaſe came on upon me, 0! 
, or the day before yeſterday, f 


when! 
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when ? How was this inviſible revolution 

brought about ? Was the old king of terrors 

dethroned, or did he abdicate, or was he 

frangled by mercury? And who is this new 
W king of terrors, this worſt of uſurpers, who 

fat him up, and what are his pretenſions ? 

It is „a new diſeaſe,” ſays the. Profeſſor. 

It was © to be,” ſays the nurſe. 


Let us alſo hypothetically put the caſe, 
how the pupils of the Profeſſor would reaſon 
upon this ? Says the firft, I cannot under- 
ſtand what he means by © a new diſeaſe.” 
Says the ſecond, the Profeſſor tells us that 
tis © ſcrofulous.” Says the third, I thought 
ſcrofulous complaints were chronic, and 
moſtly hereditary; but the Profeſſor tells 
us, that this is an acute diſeaſe,” in con- 
tinuation of the ſame ſentence where he ſuſ- 
pects it to be © ſcrofulous.” Says the fourth, 
what arrogance it is in you three, to preſume 
to underſtand him in the firſt courſe, when 
V who have been his perpetual pupil, have 
not as yet caught half his inſpirations !- 


Page 
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Page 253. Part V. Chap. I, 
"0g 1 V Bubo. 


The Profeſſor commences this chapter 
with preparing the minds of his readers, by 
ſeduction, inſtead of argument, with preſum- 
ing, that former anatomiſts had not acquir- 
ed enough knowledge of the lymphaticks 
and that ſurgeons, in conſequence, did not 
know enough before the preſent æra, to treat 
upon the true cauſe of bubo, and to deduce 
from that true cauſe a practice, founded 
upon a ſyſtem ſo rational as this he has here 
offered to our conſideration. * Prior to the 
© knowledge of the abſorbent ſyſtem, we 
« find writers at a loſs how to give a true 
and conſiſtent explanation of many of the 
* ſymptoms of this diſeaſe.” The Profeſſor 
has not left us to conjecture, at what time 
this dark ignorance prevailed ; but here, with 
a confidence in his literary powers, and with 
a triumph from his theoretick and practical 
pre-eminence, his vanity has got the better 
of his prudence: In thoſe prudential and 
cautious moments, he declares, that he never 


reads ; yet, if there be any honours to pluck, 
it 
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r other authors are to ſtoop for him, to raiſe 
his fame upon their ſhoulders, why then he 
cads. Yet he may find himſelf diſappoint- 
ed even here, as when he attempts to ſoar by 
his own innate genius, by his own and new 
opinions! What advancement in the doc- 
trine of abſorbents has he made? We hear 
nothing of him, or read nothing more of 
him, than that he was an evidence for a bro- 
ther, in his diſputes with Pott and the Mon- 
ros.* I beg his pardon ; I had almoſt for- 
fotten : He tells us, that ſince the know- 
edge of the abſorbent ſyſtem, he has diſco- 
reed, that ulcers may be produced from ab- 
ſorption, and that the ſolids of animal 
* bodies are equally capable of being ab- 
* ſorbed as the fluids.” Abſorbents may 
take up what was ſolid, that 1s, when bones 
are in a diſſolved ſtate. Naturaliſts know, 
that, if a centipede be confined with her 
young in a ſtopple bottle, without any food, 
the young will devour their mother, and 
that they afterwards will go on in devour- 
ing each other; but before the days of the 
Profeſſor we had yet to learn that we de- 
Youred ourſelves ! | 

Par III. G The 


* Vide Dr. Hunter's Comment. ' + P. 144. 
+ Sheldon on the Abſorbent Syſtem, P. 29. 
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The names of the reſpectable authors 
whoſe ideas did not reach, for want of 
anatomical ſcience, that exact acme which 
the Profeſſor thinks he has arrived at, in 
order to account for bubo and to cure bubo, 
are Heiſter, Aſtruc, Cowper, Drake, Boer- 
| haave, Freke, Gataker. When he comes 
down to Chapman's ſecond edition, 1770,* 
there he ſtops, for then Dr. William Hunter 
had taught enough ; for he ſays, at that 
time the knowledge of lymphaticks being 
the ſyſtem of abſorbents, was generally 
known. It is only neceſſary for my argu- 
ment to prepare my reader's attention to 
two objects. What was known of the 
lymphaticks by the moſt eminent anato- 
miſts when theſe authors wrote; and what 
of that knowledge they have diſplayed in 
their ſeveral publications. By theſe, it wil 
appear to my readers whether they failed 0 
the neceſſary information both to account 
for bubo, as well as to cure it; and whethe 
the boaſted pre-eminence of the Profeſio! 
in both theſe objects, reſpecting the caule 
and cure of bubo, be true or falſe. 


I ſha 


* The firſt edition was in 1755. If there be nothing nt 
advanced in the ſecond edition, why did the Profeſſor quo" 
the ſecond inſtead of the firſt ? The intention is obvious. 
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I ſhall, for the general hiſtory of the ab- 

ſorbent ſyſtem, refer my readers to Sheldon, 

and for the knowledge of that ſyſtem at the 
period that Haller took it up, to the works 
W of Haller. The former begins to be uni- 


rerfally known ; his genius and candour my 
pen can only permit me to admire, it can 
neither adorn nor exalt. The fame of the 
atter is already fixed. A Tour to the Con- 
inent made by Dr. William Hunter, whoſe 
induſtry and profeſſional love of fame would 
never permit him to be outrivalled, qualified 
him with all the knowledge of the abſorbent 
ſyſtem that was then taught. He brought 
home all the improvements that were there 
made, His lectures in London were en- 
nched by them. The Doctors Monro did 
tie ſame in Scotland. The concealed ground 
of their diſputes is thus proved, x that as 
they each boaſted of the ſame ideas and at 
the ſame time, fo each had imported them 
from the Profeſſors on the Continent. 


The only way to aſcertain what Aſtruc 
knew, is by what he has written; for the 
rofeſſor poſitively, but I will prove, falſely 

| (x 2 " = ſays, 


* Vide Dr. Hunter's Commentaries. 
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ſays, © That his ideas are become now unia. 
telligible.” Aſtruc ſays that a cauſe of ye. 
nereal bubo is from the venereal infection 
« juſt admitted, which. being abſorbed in 
certain parts, is carried with the refluent 
e lymph into the glands, to which that 
4 lymph 1s determined by the laws of 
e the circulation.”* A ſtronger definition 
of the preſent known idea, of the infection 
being conveyed by the abſorbents, cannot 
now be given by the moſt eminent logician 
in the world. What the Profeſſor quotes 
from Drake, to prove that he knew not 
enough of the ſyſtem of lymphaticks, he 
found in Turner. Turner quotes that 
from Drake, to prove that he knew the 
true cauſe how bubo was produced from 
abſorbed virus, which the Profeſſor has taken 
out of Turner to prove the contrary. He 
begins where Turner begins the quotation, 
and ends where Turner ends it. Here! 
ſhall drop his literary Rune, and ran to 


3 


come to his eminent e of cure, 1 hal 
compare that alſo, by reterring back again 


to thoſe authors. 
| The 


yn Vide Aſtruc, book III. p. 338. 
+ Page 92, Comment. on Altruc. 


Du oy 
The Profeſſor calls * every abceſs in "the 
« abſorbing ſyſtem, whether in the veſſels 
« or glands, ariſing in conſequence of the 
« abſorption of venereal matter, a bubo. 
« This matter, when abſorbed: by four dif- 
« ferent ſurfaces, which are common ſur- 
« faces, wounds, inflamed ſurfaces, and ul- 
« cers, is carried along the abſorbent veſ- 
« ſels to the common circulation, and in its 4 
| « paſiage often produces the ſpecific in- I» 
flammation in theſe veſſels; the conſe- 
a © quence of which is, the formation of 
. WY © buboes, which are venereal abceſſes ex- 
actly ſimilar in their nature and effects 
| * to a chancre, the only difference being in 
e © fize.” The Profeſſor alſo fays, © That 
Las this ſyſtem of veſſels may be divided 
n e into two claſſes, the veſlels themſelves, 
WY © and their ramifications, and convolutions, 
„ < called the lymphatic glands, he ſhall fol- 
low the ſame diviſion in treating of the "1 
ol © inflammation.” And it is my duty ta AY 
| wait upon the Profeſſor, in order to deter- 
ill WJ ine what is original, what is profitable, 
in WI 40d what is preferable to the knowledge and 
practice of thoſe who have already gone be- 
tore him, and alſo of his cotemporaries, 
And here I cannot help remarking, that the 
Profeſſor has, throughout his theory on 
bubo, 


+ 


6. 
— 


want of knowledge of the lymphatick ſyſtem, 


( 54 ) 
bubo, and eſpecially 1 in page 261, borrowed 


from Aſtruc, in his ſection the ſixth, treat. 
ing © on inferences drawn from the etiology 


* of buboes.” Let any of my readers compare 
the two, and they will find my affertion to 
be true. Notwithſtanding Aſtruc's © ideas 
«© be now almoſt unintelligible,” yet the Pro- 
feſſor diſcovers enough of the virtuoſo to 
expound a good thought in him, in ſpite of 
the ruſt with which it is enveloped. Aftruc 


tries to account for the irritation of external 
_ glands by venereal virus. External glands,” 


ſays he, © are more expoſed to cold air; be- 


e fides, the internal glands are guarded from 


« blows, attrition and preſſure ; by the re- 
<« verſe of which circumſtances, we ſee the 
lymph is frequently excited to make a 


« deſcent upon the external glands.” 


The Profeſſor ſays, That he has fecn a 
chain of theſe buboes, or little abceſles, 


A 


c 


along the upper part of the penis through 


A 


its whole length.” And ſo have other prac- 
titioners and other authors. But this 1s the 
point which I want my readers to attend 
to, whether Aſtruc, whom the Profeſſor has 
charged with being now unintelligible from 


has 


CW) 

has not only ſeen them but accounted for 
them alſo. Sometimes,” ſays Aſtruc, they 
« are extended into ſcirrhous chords. If the 
« chancres which they ſucceeded were in a 
continued ſeries, the veſlels are turgid 
« with the collected lymph; therefore the 
« thinner parts of the lymph will be 
« obliged to tranſude from the force of the 
« preſſure.”* But Turner, in his Com- 


demonſtration can make it. © Cylindrical 
chords, extending from its apex along the 
« dorſum penis to the pubes, made up of 
the lymphatick veſſels, hardened by the 
jymph inſpiſſated therein, and feeling like 
« a piece of whipchord, as Aſtruc rightly 
* demonſtrates them, ſmall chords.” What 
lays the Profeſſor more or better than this ? 
© The thickening, or the formation of this 


k * thickening of the coats of the abſorbents 


- ble lymph.“ And yet we mutt ſwallow 
the belief that the ideas of Aſtruc are 


* now unintelligible;” then ſo are Turner's, 
{0 


* Page 378, book III. ch. 8 
+ Turner's Comment. on Aſtruc, p. 73. 


mentary on Aſtruc, explains this as clear as - 


hard chord, probably ariſes from the 


* joined with the extravaſation of coagula- 
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(56 ) 

ſo would Pott's have been on the Decay af 
the Teſticle,* and ſo would Camper's, and 
ſo would many others now living, if the 
Profeſſor's illiberality were not conſtraine( 
from that very cauſe, and if it had not 
actually been conſtrained ! But the Profeſſor, 
like the old obſtinate Knight in Rabelais 
ſwallows a chimera — morning for his 
breaktalt ! 


Page 263. Chap. III. 


Of the Inflammation of Buboes, and the Maris 
that diftinguiſh them from the Swellings of 
the Glands. 


I ſhall only attend to buboes aſcertainel 


to be venereal. © The true venereal bubo, lad 
*in conſequence of a chance, is moſt com- beto 

“ monly confined to one gland.“ This ! ally 

do not think is true; but as it is matter oil” 

opinion only, there let it reſt. © It keeps ſy 

nearly its ſpecific diſtance till ſuppuration ih 
« has taken place, and then becomes more hone 

« diffuſe.” I know that this is not true; af t 

for, when ſuppuration does take place, the 4 

tumour 

a and 

* Vide Second Part of Obſervations, p. 144-5-6-7: P. 


CF) 
tumour which was previouſly diffuſed, now 
begins to be concentrated; more liberty is 


given to the circumjacent inflamed parts; 
the veſſels are unloaded, and the bulk of the 


« It is rapid in its progreſs from inflamma- 
tion to ſuppuration and ulceration. The 
« ſuppuration is commonly large for the 
« fize of the gland, and but one abceſs. 
« The pain is acute; the colour of the ſkin 
« where the inflammation attacks, is of a 
« florid colour.” Here the Profeſſor ſtops in 
his deſcription of a true venereal inflamma- 
tory bubo. But I believe, if I were to give 
an outline from nature; if I were to take 
the whole of the ſymptoms ariſing from in- 
lammatory bubo into my deſcription ; if I 
had no other intention, but that of laying 
before my readers, not only the truth, but 
alſo the whole of that truth; if I had no 
mew in concealing that which would not 
anſwer my intereſted purpoſe to diſcloſe, that 
[ ſhould have acted more the part of an 
honeſt man, I ſhould have diſcovered more 
of true knowledge, I ſhould have been ex- 


els riſk of being betrayed by the ſuſpicion 
nd judgement of my readers, than the Pro- 
PART III. H feſſor 


tumour grows ſofter, anddiminiſhes of courſe, 


poſed to fewer exceptions, I ſhould have run 


ener n 
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i (. 38 3 
feſſor has, by paying ſome regard to the vio 


Jence of the ſymptomatick fever, to the pro. a . 
fuſe night ſweats, which reduce the patient « pt 
often ſo low, that a ſpectator who did u. Ve 
know the cauſe would be apt to ſuſpect, fron WM: pl 
the apparent condition of the patient, fron . ., 
the quickneſs of his pulſe, and from u h. 
great inquietude, that he was in the moſt iſ: 90 
imminent danger. Why has not the Profe. m 
ſor alſo given us a caſe in point, of the ſhort- 0 
eſt time that he has known a bubo from in- ;- 
flammation come to abceſs? The Profeſ- upo1 
for, who has diſcovered ſuch a minuteneſs, Hor 
ſuch a nicety in other ſubjects, to become Wiſh; a 
of a ſudden fo ſlovenly in this! He, Whale 
calculates gonorrhea, calculates chanere, cal- ¶ ¶ uo 
culates mercury, makes no calculation upon WWfere: 
the rapidity of bubo coming to abceſs | Does but 
not the Profeſſor know that theſe circum- WWThe 
ſtances attending bubo, ſuperadded by me, do Wiſh: a 
obtain? And has he notadeſign in concealing Nnſcs 
of them? That will, F believe, come ou hin 
hereafter to be the truth, upon trial. « f. 
| em 
« have known caſes, when the venereal N. ſt 
« matter, like a cold in fever, has only nd ns 
« tated the glands: to diſeaſe, producing in . þ 


them ſerophula, to which they were * 
6 c& po 2 


"4 Þ 
« poſed. In ſuch caſes the ſwellings com- 
« monly ariſe flowly, give but little pain, 
« and ſeem to be rather haſtened in their 
« progreſs, if mercury 1s given to deſtroy the 
« yenereal diſpoſition. Some come to ſup- 
« puration while under this reſolving courſe, 
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and others are ſo indolent, that mercury 4 
has no effect upon them, and in the end 38 
get well, either of themſelves, or by other a 


means, which I imagine may have induced 
« ſome to think that buboes are never vene- 
« real.” He who fat out to write a book 
upon the leading principle of new opinions, 
ſhould have at leaſt guarded that principle 
by a cloſer attention to uniformity than has 
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len to the lot of the Profeſſor. This laſt |: 
. quotation applies againſt him, both with re- 6 N 


ference to paſt aſſertions, as well as to future; 
but the paſt I ſhall only obſerve upon hefe. 
The former logick of the Profeſſor, which 
he applied in treating on gonorrhœa, again 
nſes up in judgement againſt him, and haunts 
him here, as it did on chancre. The great va- 
3 riety of injections given, and every inflam- 
mation getting well during their uſe, are 
* ſtrong corroborating circumſtances in fa- 
© your of the opinion that every ſuch com- 
plaint will in time cure itſelf,” * Why has 

the 
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( 6) 
the Profeſſor deſerted this logick? Why doi « : 
he not favour the opinions which have induce 
« ſome to think that buboes are never Vene. « t 
4 real,“ and that they will in time cure then ei 

ſelves, becauſe of the great variety” in th oth 

treatment! Nil fuit unquam ſic impar fbi 


But 1 truſt that the Profeſlor, althoughthe 
bubo hath not totally diſappeared, does not 
mean to infer, that, in ſuch an inſtance 
had he known what would. haye been the 
event, he would not have given mercury at 
all. For a buboſo conditioned as he deſcribe; 
the above, certainly was as much venereal, 
as the more inflammatory. bubo; and as it 
is owing to the idioſyncraſy of the perſon in. 
fected, and not to the different quality of the 
virus, that the bubo is more acute in one and 
ſluggiſh in another, ſo in both, the bubo 1s 
the effect of venereal virus, and fo in both, 
muſt the cure be performed by mercury. 


Page 270. Chap IV. 
General Reflections on the Cure of Buboes. 


I ſhall ſet out in perfect harmony with 
the Profeſſor, for ſupporting the ſame opi- 
nion, © That when it is well aſcertained, 
that a bubo is venereal, reſolution 18 cer- 


as « tainly to be attempted, if the bubo be in 
« 2 {tate 


( 61 ) 
« 2 ſtate of inflammation only.” And here 
we agree again, That the reſolution of 
« theſe inflammations depends principally 
« upon mercury.” So far we accompany each 


other, but no farther. We are now arrived to 


that point 1n our journey where the road 
to the ſame place divides ; the Profeſſor takes 
one, I the other. And notwithſtanding his 
long ſtories, ſo pleaſingly told, might ſerve 
to beguile the time, yet I muſt reſiſt ſuch 
charms of ſeduction for the object of ex- 
ploring the truth, and yield up the gratifica- 
tion of good fellowſhip for the accompliſh- 

ment of my end 
The Profeſſor ths that the reſolution of 
theſe inflammations depends not only upon 
mercury, but © almoſt abſolutely upon the 
* quantity that can be made to paſs through 
them; and the cure of them, if allowed 
© to come to ſuppuration, depends upon the 
ame circumſtances. The quantity of mer- 
cury that can be made to paſs through a 
* bubo, depends principally upon the quan- 
* tity of external ſurface for abſorption be- 
© Jond the bubo.” What does he mean by 
* beyond?” Mercury is to be applied in the 
moſt advantageous manner, that is, to 
« thoſe 
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( 62 ) 
te thoſe ſurfaces by an abſorption, from 
„ which it may paſs through the diſeaſed 
te gland; for by deſtroying the diſeaſe, there 
** the conſtitution has leſs chance of bei g 
tcontaminated. The powers of mercury 
** may often be mcreaſed from the manner 
* in which it is applied. In the cure of 
e buboes, it ſhould always be made to paſs 
* into the conſtitution by the ſame way 
e through which the habit received the poi- 
« ſon; and therefore, to effect this, it muſt 
© be applied to the mouths of thoſe lym- 
“ phaties which paſs through the diſeaſed 
e part, and which will always be placed in 
ce a ſurface beyond the diſeaſe. But the ſitu- 
*. ation of many buboes is ſuch as not to 
“have much ſurface beyond them, and there- 
e by nat to allow of a ſufficient quantity of 
mercury being taken in in this way; as 
for inſtance, thoſe buboes on the body of 
< the penis, ariſing from chancres on the 
«. glands or the prepuce.” “ It is firit to 
ebe obſerved, whether the abſorbent vel- 
<. ſels on the body of the penis are affected, 
e gr the glands in the groin. If the diſeaſe 
<« be in the groin, it muſt be obſerved in 
{© which of the three ſituations of the bubo 


<« before taken notice of, it is; whether on 
the 


„ 


« the lower part of the belly, before Pou- 
« part's ligament, or near to the pubes, If 


« ſhews. that the abſorbents leading directly 
from the ſurface of abſorption, are them- 
« ſelves diſeaſed. If in the groin, and on 
the upper part of the thigh, or perhaps a 


called the groin, then we may ſuppoſe it 
« js in the glands common to the penis and 
„ thigh. If high up, or on the lower part 
of the belly, before Poupart's ligament, 
© then it is to be ſuppoſed that thoſe abſor- 
© bents of the penis and ſkin about the pu- 
„bes paſs that way. The knowledge of 
* theſe ſituations is very neceſſary for the ap- 
plication of mercury for the cure by reſo- 
* lution, and for the cure after ſuppuration 
* has taken place.“ Whilſt the genius of 
the Profeſſor were thus upon the wing, I 
could have wiſhed it had flown a little far- 
ther before that it had ſettled. I could have 
wiſned that it had not found a reſting place, 


Uffolved nor cured before this great informa- 
uon came forth to the world ! I ſhould now 
taſten with alacrity to examine, to ſatisfy 


myſelf, 


ec the upper part.of the thigh and-groin, on 


« they are on the body of the penis, this 


« little lower down than what is commonly 


till it had aſſerted that buboes were never 
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6649 
myſelf, to make up my mind, and to impart 
to my readers the high advantages that were 
to be gained from theſe wonderful effects of 
his genius, to hold out objects worthy of him 
who deſigned them, and to join in the fulleſt 
admiration of their merit, if I conſcien- 
tiouſly could; but as I cannot, I ſhall pro- 
ceed reluctantly to produce my arguments 
from which, without fear, I am induced to 
condem them. For it is a maxim with me 
to reaſon thus: That the man who holds 
out to me a falſe and deluſive hope, flatter, 
my paſſion at the expence of my underſtand- 
ing, which, as ſoon as 1 detect, I deteſt. 


Page 273. 


bs . Of RO of the Inflanimiation of the A. 
ſerbents on the Penis. 


Here the Profeſſor ſays, © that the ſur- 
face is not large enough to take in a quan- 
tity of mercury ſufficient to prevent the 
effects of abſorption, and therefore re- 
ſource is to be had to other means. Vet 
this application is not to be by any means 
neglected.” ——< As this ſurface is too 
ſmall, and as it is neceſſary that a large! 
“quantity ſhould be taken in, it becomes 
| 4 proper 
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„ 
e proper to give it either by the mouth, Or 
« by friction on ſome larger ſurface,” 


Then at any rate, the new project in this 
inſtance is confeſſedly, from its inventor, to 
yield to the old plan of cure. And now let 
us examine how near to this plan of cure 
recommended through neceſſity by our cele- 
rated Author, the © unintelligible” Aſtruc 
approaches, and in the cure of this very ve- 
nereal cor-lition! *© But I would have it 
« remarked,” fays Aſtruc, © that plaiſters, 
« by virtue of the ſharp diſcutient medicines, 
of which they in part conſiſt, and from 
« their glutinous and ſticking quality, by 
* which they ſtop up the pores of the ſkin, 
and obſtruct perſpiration, frequently bring 
aà morbid heat upon the part; and for theſe 
reaſons, leſs ſafe than mercurial unc- 
tions.“ * The Profeſſor has ſaid, and 
falſely, that till lately, the method of treat- 
ing buboes was to apply plaiſters to them. 
Thus alſo Turner in his Commentary on 
Aſtruc: © As they ariſe gradually from in- 
ſpiſſated lymph, ſo alſo they diſappear, at 
* leaft by the help of a little unction and a 
courſe of mercury, unleſs complicated 
PaRT III. I with 


Aſtruc, p, 381, chap. v. ib. ili. 
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« with ſome other ſymptoms which may re. 
e quire a ſtricter regimen.” * Laſt of all 
will appeal to the Faculty, from the oldeſt 
to the youngeſt, whether any other method 
was ever thought on, and whether this be 
not the exact practice now in general uſe, 
and that which has been conſtantly taught 
from the days of Aſtruc to the moment 
of my writing. 


Page 274. 


2. Of the Reſolution of Buboes in the Groin. 


“The inflammation of theſe glands, is to 
be treated exactly upon the ſame. principle 

© with the others; but we have in general a 
larger ſurface of abſorption, ſo that we 
can make a greater quantity of mercut 
paſs through the diſeaſed parts. The 
length of tume the friction ſhould be con- 

© tinued, muſt be according to circumſtances. 
If the bubo gives way, they muſt be con- 
tinued until it has entirely ſubſided, and 
perhaps longer, on account of the cauſe of 
it, A chancre, which may not yield ſo ſoon 
as the bubo. If it ſtill goes on to ſuppu- 
2 3 ation, 


® Turner on Aſtruc, p. 73. 


TI 3 
« ration, the frictions may, or may not be 
« continued ; for I do not know for certain 
« if any thing is to be gained by their conti- 
« nuance in this ſtate. The quantity here 
recommended may affect the mouth, and 
« jt muſt alſo be regulated accordingly.” 


I requeſt my readers particularly to attend 
to the laſt quotation. If this method doth 
not diſperſe the bubo, why then it ſuppu- 
rates; and if it ſhould ſuppurate, the Profeſ- 
ſor does not know whether mercury ſhould be 
gone on with. But notwithſtanding the Pro- 
felor's new intention of cure is by a remedy 
locally conducted to a local diſeaſe, it muſt 
be curious, and it is almoſt ridiculous to 
think, that the Profeſſor ſhould recommend ſo 
trongly this important new opinion, and yet 
dare not truſt to it; for the mouth muſt be af- 
tected, and the bubo may ſtill come to ſuppu- 
ration, and the method purſued after muſt be 
regulated accordingly.” I ſuppoſe accord- 
ingly here muſt mean © accordingly.” --It cer- 


tainly is a word full of minute inſtruction! If 


ſuch is to be the reſult of this promiſed im- 
provement, the novelty is all a fiction, an un- 
profitable conceit ! Aſtruc and Turner did as 
much, and as well. They took ſurface enough, 
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they applied 9 mercury to both thighs,” ang 


« Turner alſo to the legs.” They made the 
mouth ſore ; ſome of the buboes under their 
care were diſperſed, and ſome came to ah. | 
cels ; ſome were ſluggiſn, and ſome were fro 
acute. | 4 
po! 
Page 276. ” 
5. Of the Quantity of Mercury neceſſary for tle a 
Reſolution of a Bubo. qu 
| ay 
* If the reduction is obſtinate, the mer- Wi dn 
* cury muſt be puſhed as far as can be done Wil th. 
* without producing a ſalivation.— I WF d 
there be a bubo on each ſide, in ſuch caſes it 
* vye muſt not ſo much mind the ſoreneſs of i 25 
ce the mouth, as when there is but one in the he 


A 


c 


ſecond and third fituation of buboes. If we 
find that moſt probably a ſufficient quan- 
« tity of mercury does not paſs through them 
for their reſolution, it may be continued 
eto be thrown in by the leg and thigh, to 
act upon the conſtitution, as has been al- 
«ready obſerved.” In other words, if this 
conceit of mine does not ſucceed, do not de- 


pend upon it, but have recourſe to that which 
FN 13 
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ey 
is known never to fail, and which every 
body is already in full poſſeſſion of. 


have been thus profuſe in my quotations 
from the great work, to the end that my 
readers may become perfect maſters of the 
point at iſſue betwixt the Profeſſor and me, 
or rather betwixt the Profeſſor and all the 
Faculty in the world. For it cannot be con- 
cealed, that I had all along the following 
quotation from the Profeſſor in my view; 
and now I think that I am prepared to meet 
this declaration of the Profeſſor, and I hope 
that I have not been wanting in preparing 
the minds of my readers for the reception of 
it alſo; for a more ſerious aſſertion, as far 
as it relates to the reputation of an author, 
never yet came from the pen of a man! 
« This method of reſolving buboes occur- 
red to me at Belleiſle, in the year 1761, 
where I had good opportunities of trying 
it upon the ſoldiers ; and I can ſay with 
truth, that only three buboes have ſup- 
purated under my care ſince that time, 
and two of them were in one perſon, 
where a ſmall quantity of mercury had 
conſiderable effects on the conſtitution,. 
and therefore a ſufficient quantity could 
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n 
ce not be ſent through the two groins for 


their reſolution; but in both caſes the 

ſuppurations were ſmall in compariſon to 

what they threatened to be, which I im. 
$ e to the mode of treatment. 


Here I think it will be neva for us his 


to pauſe awhile, to reflect before we give il ccal 
Judgement upon this pledged fact, to exa. i vio 
mine ourſelves upon its probability, to ſuf. rat 
fer the naked independent aſſertion to reſt WM pro! 
upon its own validity, to put its author out N grac 
of the queſtion, to call back our attention the 
to attempts that we ourſelves have made to 
diſperſe ſome rapid inflammatory buboes, to B 
alk ourſelves, whether we think, that if we ate 
had the ſame caſes before us again, we now beer 

| ſhould be enabled certainly to ſucceed, (wit 
where, in f. pite of our beſt endeavours, we mer 
before had failed in diſperſing of certain Wi not 
buboes, provided we now followed this very ten 
ſyſtem which the Profeſſor ſo glories in! ing 
And I fay fo far for myſelf, that if I could Both 
be brought to believe that ſo great was the hl all 
ſucceſs attending this practice of the Pro- ner 
feſſor, and that he could ſay with truth, WM am 
that only three buboes from under his care WW doe 
had ſuppurated ice the year 1761, and tha 


indeed 


G6 72 } | 
indeed theſe three are no exceptions, for he 
could not apply that requiſite power to diſ- 
pere them which was neceſſary, therefore 
| conſider them as no exceptions, I would 
he foremoſt directly in declaring that this 
one ſingle act of ſcience by far atoned for all 
his more material errors; I would inſtantly 
ceaſe to make another obſervation u pon his 
wrong opinions; I would employ my pen in 
gratitude and praiſe of ſo much genius, ſo 
profitably exerted; and I would be proud to 
grace his triumph, and to aſſiſt in placing 

the laurel on his brow. | 


But if on the contrary, it ſhould here- 
after appear, that the conſtant practice has 
been to chooſe the ſurface on the ſame ſide 
with the bubo, to adminiſter there the oint- 
ment, where the violence of the fever did 
not forbid it, to puſh the friction to an ex- 
tremity ; and if it ſhould be notwithſtand- 
ing ſelf-evident to the knowledge of every 
other practitioner but of the Profeſſor, that 
a} buboes cannot be diſperſed even where 
mercury can be uſed with freedom, that the 
ame means ſhall be employed to two bu- 
boes in their earlieſt ſtages, that theſe means 
all be exerted in the moſt preſſing man- 
ner, 
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ED that even merely to cddelge an idea 
that promiſed nothing, but in order to put 
it to the teſt, that even all theſe little little. 
neſſes dwelt upon by the Profeſſor have been 
followed in the exacteſt and niceſt manner; 
I fay, if this ſhould appear, (and I know that 
tt can be made to appear) and after all, if 
that buboes do in the ſame proportion con- 
- tinue to come to abceſs, then let the Pro- 
feſſor look to himſelf, then let him look 
back to what he hath pledged . himſelf to, 
and to what he hath loſt! Has he not al- 
ready provided us with inſtructions for 
treating buboes that reſiſt this power of his? 
And has he not declared already that“ ſome 
1 dne t ſuppuration while under this re- 
* ſolving courſe?” Then let him take care 
ttmhat in no future part of his work he does not 
further contradict this ſolemn declaration; 
that in future paſſages we find no caſes of 
buboes under his care coming to abceſs, but 
three; for if it ſhould hereafter be proved 
that there are inſtances to the contrary, he 
furely, who has been fo regardleſs of his owl 
honour as to ſport with it in ſuch wanton 
looſeneſs, cannot expect that others who ſit 
in judgement upon it, will conceal what 
he has taken ſo much pains to expoſe. 
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6 73 ) .* 
We have been already told; that all gonor- - + _ 
mœas ceaſe without medical help ; ; We have E 
ten told of the ſafe application of cauſtick | 
in all inſtances whatſoever ; we have been told 3 
of harmleſs connections in a ſtate of diſeaſe; e | 
we have been told that extravagant recom- 4 
mendations of any particular remedy are net 
without their uſe; we have read a chapter on | 
onaniſm ; we have been told that this very | 
book hath been forbidden abroad, and we 
know that it has gained no proſelytes at 
dome: conſidering therefore this declaration 
from the Profeſſor as it | ſtands alone, 1 
poſitively declare that I do not believe it; 
and, taking in other circumſtances that he 
ſtands as ſtrongly pledged upon, if I had my 
doubts before, theſe and the general diſregard 
which he has throughout ſnewn to unifor- | 


mity, would make me ng it out of my belief 
together. 8 1 - 


Let us for a moment examine what it 18 
that the Profeſſor does, (now that we have 
ken what it is that he has ſaid) to procure * 


n 
Fl ſach extravagant ſucceſs. Is it by puſhing, 
it ercury thr ougha gland, inflamed and irri- 


tated by venereal virus? So far it only appears, 
that he is applying a local remedy to a local 
affection. But does he know that mercury 
Parr III. K will 
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„ 
will paſs through this gland? Has he proye 
to us that it will? When he boaſts of the power 
of paſſing mercury through the diſeaſed gland, 
and when he boaſts, that by this method, he 
diſperſes the bubo, does he himfelf truſt to it 
altogether ? When he talks of taking a large 
ſurface, does he mean to inſinuate that he, at 
the ſame time, intends only to puſh the mer- 
cury through the diſeaſed gland? Suppo- 
{ing that every gland on one fide were abſo- 
lutely in a ſtate of inflammation, ſo that the 
mercury could not paſs into the habit, but 
through diſeaſed glands, does the Profeſ- 
ſor concave that mercury would not find 
more diftculty in paſſing into the habit, 
than it would, if ſome of theſe glands had 
been in a ſound ſtate? But theſe are the 
material queſtions I mean to put to the Pro- 
feſſor. He ſays that a bubo is local, and! 
agree to it. If he finds that the application 
of mercury directly through the gland di- 
folves the bubo, why does he do, as weare all 
in the practice of doing; why does he take a 
large ſurface ? Why the thighs and the legs! 


Why does he take the chance of paſſing the Will « { 
mercury through the ſound: glands, as well a WM not 
the diſeaſed ones, which we do? Why does mei 
he puſh mercury as much, if not more than ve not 


do! 


© IS) 
do? Why does he make the mouth ſore, as 
well as we do? Why does he talk of local 
power, and not truſt local power ? Why 
e does he boaſt of the pre-eminence of his local 


It theory, and give us its ſucceſs in words, when 
ehe dares not rely upon it? And why does he 


follow in deeds that other method, to obtain 
the ſame ſucceſs in practice, which we all do? 


Here it is accounted for, why the Profeſ- 


a 
c WJ for was ſo abrupt in his deſcription of in- 
t fammatory bubo; and here it is alſo account- 
-en for, why he concealed the ſhorteſt time 
| i that a bubo-may come to abceſs ; and. hy 
„he funk altogether the 6 of rub- 
d bing in mercury, on account of the violence 
e of the ſymptomatick fever. © I know this man 
better than any of you,”* 

[ 

n Page 277. 

- / the J reatment of Buboes when they fi 
ll purate, 


After every known method has been 
* uſed, buboes cannot in all caſes be re- 
* ſolved, but come to ſuppuration.” Does 
not this aſſertion come tao cloſe after a for- 
mer? Others may be aſtoniſhed, but I am 
not, © Buboes muſt be allowed to go to 
ſup- 


* Junius. 
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vyrhen loſing, or entirely deprived of tix 


SEE. 
ſuppuration rather than affect the confi. 
tution too much by mercury. —“ Some 


buboes come to ſuppuration whilſt under 
a reſolving courſe,” * 


It may admit of a diſpute, whether the 


(c 
* application of mercury ſhould be con-. : 
« tinued or not through the whole of the Ml .. T 
e ſuppuration ?” I think that the Profeſor Yi «. ; 
is leſs able to anſwer this queſtion than any WW .. . 
man; he who can and hath diſſolved every "M 
bubo but three, With reſpect to opening ** 
the bubo, that the Profeſſor very kind pre 
leaves to thoſe who ſuffer them to come to B 
abceſs. The Profeſſor tells us, that he "= 
once opened two buboes in the ſame perion, Wi gere 
the one with cauſtick, the other with lan. Y 
cet, and that the patient preferred the tor-WI de 
mer. Giving mercury in theſe caſes an- alf. 
« ſwers two purpoſes ; it aſſiſts the external * 
« applications to cure the buboes, and it tha 
« prevents the effects of the conſtant ab- gn 
* ſorption of the venereal matter from the pat 
re. 0 | 
Page 280. Chap V. FA 
Of ſome of the Conſequences of Butoes. 6 
Alt ſometimes happens that theſe {ors * 


ec yeneral 
* Page 269. 


ny 


venereal diſpoſition, form into a ſofe of 
another kind, and moſt probably of va- 
« rious kinds. How far it is a diſeaſe 
« ariſing from a vevereal teint, and the 
« effects of a mercurial courſe jointly, is 
« not certain, but moſt probably theſe two 
« have ſome ſhare in forming the diſeaſe.” 
] am apt to ſuſpect ſomething ſcrofulous 
in theſe, eſpecially as they are diſeaſes of 
the lymphatic glands.” By this little ſpe- 
cimen which I have laid before my readers, 
it muſt obviouſly appear to them that the 
Profeſſor, with all his pretended penetration, 
with all his comparative powers, with all 
his borrowed knowledge, obtained by con- 
ferences and correſpondences, is as much 
at a loſs as ever man was, to account for 
theſe appearances not only in bubo, but 
alſo in chancre. For the Profeſſor hath al- 
ready avowed, and in that I agree with him, 
that theſe ulcers, ſo conditioned, are the 
lame in their nature, both in chancre and 
bubo, © Buboes are-venereal abceſſes exactly 
* fimilar in their nature and effects to a 
* chancre, the only difference being in 
* tize.”* Having aſcertained ſo much, I 
ſhall make a few obſervations, in order to 
vive my readers the opportunity of judging 
whether. 


* 
* 


* 
* 


* Page 258. 


( 78 ) 


whether the Profeſſor be ſerious when he 
calls theſe. appearances * a new diſeaſe; 
or whether alſo he has acquired reputation 
for acute intuition, by ſuſpecting that this 
«© new diſeaſe is a ſcrofulous diſeaſe.” I am 


aware that this is a very eſſential enquiry, 
and which, ſince the time of Aſtruc, hath 
been much overlooked. When we have 
obtained a true knowledge of a caſe which 
can only even be palliated, that knowledge 
not only directs us to the fitting remedy 
for palliation, but hinders us from apply- 
ing random remedies, and faves us alſo from 
expoſing ourſelves to thoſe, who, from hay- 
ing better memories, catch us in palpable 
contradictions. The Profeſſor is thus detect- 
ed and caught, his theory is contradictory, 
and his remedies are contradictory. He very 
emphatically calls this © a new diſeaſe, 
becauſe he has not talents ſufficiently 
comprehenſive ta embrace general circum- 
ſtances, and to draw ſych an inference from 
them altogether, that will, by combina- 
tion, form an extenſive chain, and give an 
aſſurance of the nature of this ſtage of 
the venereal diſeaſe, which baffles the 
power of mercury, and threatens the lols 


of parts, or even life of the patient. | 
will 


T4 99.) 
will firſt endeavour to prove to my read- 
ers, why they ought not to think that it is 
fcrofulous, and why the Profeſſor does not 
think ſo, and why he does, for he thinks 
both. He has aſſigned as a reaſon for ſuſpect- 
ing this new diſeaſe to be ſcrofulous, becauſe 
its ſeat 18 in the Iymphatick glands ; and he 
has already confeſſed, that buboes and chan- 
cres thus conditioned, are the ſame. Then I 
will aſk the Profeſſor, whether chancres are 
ſeated in the lymphatick glands ? Does the 
Profeflor ſay, that when mercury ceaſes to do 
good, that the venereal diſeaſe is at an end? 
Yes. Has not the Profeſſor given us a caſe 
of a gentleman from Ireland, to prove that 


ſuch complaints do well without mercury ?* 


Yes. Has not the Profeſſor aſſerted, that 
mercury is a ſpecifick againſt chancre and 
bubo, and that it will cure every one that is 
truly venereal ?+ Yes. Does the Profeſſor, 
when mercury ceaſes to do good, and the 
ulcers are ſtill daily growing more and more 
alarming, fav, that the venereal diſeaſe is not 


at an end? Yes. © Such diſeaſes make the 


cure of the venereal much more uncertain, 
* becauſe when the ſore becomes ſtationary, 
or the mercury begins to diſagree, we are 


ready 
* Page 247. + Page 230. 
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ready to ſuſpect that the virus 1s gone; 
te but this is not always the caſe; the virus 
« 1s perhaps only leſs powerful than the new 
formed difeaſe, and as it were, lies dor. 
© mant, or ceaſes to act, and when the other 
te becomes weaker, the venereal begins to 
ee ſhew itſelf again.” Fas not the Profeſſor 
given us a caſe to prove alſo this laſt opi- 
nion? Yes. Was it not of a gentleman who 
had a gonorrhcea, and in a fortnight after, 
under the Profeſſor's own care, had two bu- 
boes, which two buboes came to abceſs under 
his own care, (this muſt have been, I preſume, 
before the year 1761) and which abceſſes 
under his own care, aſſumed all the malig- 
nant appearance which he calls a * new 
« diſeaſe?” Yes. And has not the Profeſſor 
told us, that in this caſe he ſuſpended mer- 
cury, but did not entirely throw 1t by ; that 
in proceſs of time, when he ſuſpected that 
the new diſeaſe was decamped, and that the 
venereal was returned, he returned to mer- 
cury again, and that then the buboes got 
well ?* Yes. What are the remedies which 
the Profeſſor reſorts to for curing this new 
diſeaſe ? Hemlock, ſalt water poultices, ſea- 
bathing, opium. Has he not given us a caſe 


of 


K 


t 


* 


* 
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„ 
of a gentleman under his care, who took hem- 
lock till he dropped dead from his chair ?* 
Yes. Are hemlock, opium, and ſea-bathing 
conſiſtent or compatible with each other ? 
No. Does hemlock act as a corroborant ? 
No. And do not ſea-bathing and pure air 
produce all their good effects from their 
being corroborants ? Yes. But when theſe 
caſes are acute, for the Profeſſor defines them 


to be both ſcrofulous and acute, can a poor 


patient ſet off at all times of the year, with 
his penis half eaten off, to bath in the ſea ? 
Would the Profeſſor give over a patient, and 
ſend him to the coaſt, ſo conditioned, in the 
winter months ? Does the Profeſſor, becauſe 
the col dſea-water, to bathe in, is perhaps the 
veſt of all reſtoratives, from analogy preſume, 
that a hot poultice made with it and bread, 
will convey to the ulcerated parts that qua- 
ity? What does he mean? Has he any 
meaning ? Either all theſe queſtions are ne- 
cellary to aſcertain his meaning, or there is 
no meaning in a fingle aſſertion that he has 
advanced! So much for the new diſeaſe ! S0 
much for the gentleman from Ireland getting 
well of it without mercury ! So much for the 
Bcllifle infallibility ! So much for gonorrhea 

— N curing 
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X82 _} 
curing itſelf, and ſo much for the new diſeaſe 
doing well with mercury, in the caſe of his 
own patient, whoſe gonorrhea, from under 
his own care, produced buboes, which bu- 
boes produced ſuppuration, which ſuppura- 
tion produced ulcers, which ulcers produced 
ſome yet more malignant ulcers, and which 
malignant ulcers produced a new diſeaſe!” 
And ſo much for the patient who was ſent 
to the ſea for the new diſeaſe, who left off 
mercury, who returned from the ſea, who 
arrived in town, and who returned to mer- 
cury to cure the venereal diſeaſe, which re- 
turned again alſo ! This is the houſe that 
“Jack built!“ 


As theſe ulcers ſpread under the uſe of 
mercury, and whilſt mercury is puſhed to a 
great extremity, as mercury proves to be the 
moſt general cauſe of theſe malignant appeat- 
ances, it is of the firſt importance for us to 
conſider what are the fitteſt means for thei! 
cure. That they are not ſerofulous, I an 
convinced, as they will be found on parts not 
glandular, as well as glandular; on ſubjects 
never diſpoſed to ſerofula at any time of life 
I can readily reconcile to my reaſon, that 
they aſſume all the qualities of ulcers which 


ale 


„ 

are termed highly ſcorbutick. Mercury ad- 
miniſtered with freedom on conſtitutions 
pre-diſpoſed to a ſcorbutick affection, will 
accelerate and promote that pre- diſpoſition. 
That the action of mercury upon the blood, 
tends to deſtroy its healthful texture, and to 
debilitate the habit, it has been long inſiſted 


fly elucidated this ſubject. That mercury, 
applied to ſubjects ſo conditioned as I ſhall 
hereafter enumerate, may accelerate a diſpo- 
ſition in the conſtitution exactly ſimilar to, 
f not the ſcurvy itſelf, I can very readily con- 
ceive. From mercury given to a hectick 
perſon, to a perſon at ſea, to 1mmoderate 
drinkers, to ſuch as commit exceſs in venery, 
where by any of theſe cauſes the conſtitution 
1s debilitated, no henefit is to be expected, 
but on the contrary, an aggravation of the 
diſeaſe, as is known from experience, It ap- 
pears to me as ſatisfactory as reaſon can make 
it, that mercury is acceſlary to promote a diſ- 
poſition truly ſcorbutick, and that the conſti- 
tution, in ſuch a ſtate, is exactly as feeble, 


O0 
i; m a ſituation as much to be dreaded, and 


imilar in every ſenſe, to the ſtate of a ſailor 
returned from a long voyage, upon whom 
i ag. the 


Howard on Mercurv, 


upon; but a late author has very ſatisfacto- 
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() 
the ſcurvy hath made rapid advances. The 
obvious remedies are ſuch as tend to correct 


the ſcorbutick habit, having at the ſame time 
always in view the effect of venereal virus 


upon the conſtitution ; for the venereal virus 


may not be deſtroyed, and it has ſeldom or 
never been found to have been deſtroyed. 
The remedies are bark, elixir of vitriol, ſar- 
ſaparilla, opium, oranges, malt tea, ſpruce 
beer, milk, and vegetables, cold bath when 
the patient can bear it. To topical appli. 
cations we ſhould be encouraged, by the ex- 
perience of their ſucceſs ; When I ſaw theſe 
appearances coming on in buboes, I ſhould 
directly apply a tight bandage, with the ſame 
view that I would to a foul ulcer in any 
other depending part. On the groin this may 
be done, and as I have already tried it, I can 
ſpeak to its good effects. The dreſſing 
which I then uſed was lint, dipped ; in a ſolu- 
tion of vitriol with roſe water. Mercury 
ſhould be alſo adminiſtered in ſmall quanti- 
ties, as ſoon as the condition of the patient 
will permit it. 


Page 


th 


& Sh 
Page 287. Part VII. Chap. I. 
Of the Tues Venerea. 


WHEN I firſt began upon the ſubject of 
the great work of the Profeſſor, my readers 


may recollect I promiſed them that I would 
make my obſervations upon none other of 
the new opinions, but thoſe which were car- 
ried pernicioully into practice. I wiſh that 
I could, in future, adhere cloſely to this pro- 
miſe ; but I find that theſe material errors 
are mare abundant than I could have ex- 
pected. On account of my limited condi, 
tion, I muſt be content to remark upon the 
moſt important of theſe material errors; fol- 
lowing thus à practice that Mahomet pur- 
ſued, who decimated the infidels whom he 
could not reform. Beſides, the Profeſſor him- 
ſelf has ſerved me very eſſentially in many 
inſtances; for when I find ſome fantaſtick 
opinion in one page, I find, in another, a caſe 
applied to another purpoſe directly contra- 
dictory to that fantaſtick opinion, and which 
makes it at once to vaniſh from our belief, as 
the ſun diſpels thoſe imaginary figures which 
are formed in a clouded ſky. 
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T he Profeſſor ſets out with ſtating, how 
the virus gets into the conſtitution, which is 


in general, he ſays, © from gonorrhœa or 


e chancre, the matter being abſorbed from 
te them, and carried into the conſtitution,” 
* But when applied to ſome particular 
te parts of our body, ſuch as may be called 
* a half internal ſurface, as the glans penis, 


b the matter appears to be capable of being 


« taken into the conſtitution, without firſt 
% having produced either gonorrhea or 
* chancre; as when a bubo appears without 
* a previous appearance of either gonorrhea 
So far the Profeſſor and! 


1 think it 15 probable that 1t 1s not ca- 
*©.. pable of being taken into the abſorbents of 
* the ſound ſkin.” I am not more aſſured 
of any exiſting fact, than that it is capable 
of being taken in by the abſarbents of the 


ſound ſkin. The Profeſſor ſays, at leaſt 
<< he knows no inſtance of it.” Any part of 


the body, where the matter has been per- 
mitted to ſoak, may produce a chancre; the 
common ſkin of the penis, the pubes, the 
ſcrotum, the thighs being moſt expoſed, we 
find oftener chancres there. But how was 


« | 


the opinion of the Profeſſor upon this point, 
in another part of his work? © Any part 
« of the body may be affected by the appli- 
« cation of venereal matter, eſpecially if the 
« cuticle is thin: And then follows a caſe 
of chancre on the prolabium. But in that 
very page he contradicts that very inſtance, 
« But as the cuticle cannot be affected by 
this poiſon, this covering acting as a guard 
« to the cutis, it is often prevented from 
coming into contact with it.” And in the 
rery next page he ſays, Its affecting theſe 
« parts ariſes from the manner in which it is 
caught, and not from any ſpecific tendency 
* theſe parts have to catch it more than 
© others.” + | 
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© The frœnum, or the termination of the 
* prepuce, are parts more eaſily affected than 
either the glans, common ſkin of the penis, 
* or ſcrotum.” At leaſt he here admits, 
that the common ſkin may be affected. 


I ſhall permit this queſtion to reſt where 
it ought, when I have produced one more 
quotation, If the venereal poifon ſhould 
* be applied to the ſkin where the cuticle is 

e more 
Page 217. f Page 218. 


( 88.) 
t© more denſe than that of the glans penis; 
* or frœnum, ſuch as that upon the body of 
te the penis, or fore part of the ſcrotum, 
© parts which are very much expoſed to the 
e application of this matter, then it gene- 


« rally appears firſt in a pimple, which is 
© commonly allowed to ſcab.”* 


It now remains with my readers to form 
their opinions, whether my poſitive aſſertion 
be true, or whether the Profeſſor's doubts and 
aſſertions, firſt of all produced, appear to 
them to be neareſt the truth ; or whether 
the doubts and aſſertions next produced, in 
direct oppoſition to his firſt, and ſtrongly 
according with my opinion, ſhall be by them 
adopted: Whether my opinion, the Profeſ- 
for's firſt opinion, which is againſt mine, or 
the Profeſſor's ſecond opinion, which is with 
it, ſhall be their ſtandard of faith; 


te It is likewiſe capable of being taken into 
& the conſtitution by being applied to com- 
© mon ulcers, although not neceſſarily ren- 
« dering theſe ulcers themſelves venereal; 
e alfo by wounds, as has been obſerved, but 


I believe always previouſly producing 
6e ulce- 


* 


* Page 219. 


le 10 N 1 E p 1 
( ſider that fe- morbid poiſons a are e abſorbed. 
- (by wounds. How it is poſlible for-hita —— 

to ſuſpect that an uleer will re thi 

ral matter, be its paſſport. inte the habit, ke 
nnd not become a venereal ulcer; cannot 
n vt find out: This myſtery; further on may be 
10 cleared up. TO iſh, prima Facie, when B 
„ (aaulcer is venereal or not on any partof . 
er body, I know he cannot; and I would prove : 
mt. if it were not too obvious i in exerypage ob 
ys work. How then does he pretend to know, 
rr atleaſt ſuſpect, that an ulcer not venereal, _ 
. ny abſorb venereal virus, and yet not itſelf © 
or become a venereal ulcer, He might as well 
dert that an ulcer can convey that n 
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te turally be expected, that the local effec; 
« ariſing therefrom, would be the ſame with 
ce the original which produced them; but 
« from experience and obſervation, I have 
e reaſon to believe that they are not. 
“matter, when in the conſtitution, was tof 
ce act upon the ſame ſpecific principles with 
ce that which is applied, we ſhould have go. 
& norrhœas when it attacks a canal, ſores or 
© chancres when it attacked the ſurfaces; but 
* it has never been yet known to produce a 
« gonorrhœa from the conſtitution, though 
ce this has indeed been ſuſpected.” I can 
ſcarce believe it poſſible, that the ſtrongeſt 
man could exiſt long enough for his diſeaſed 
conſtitution to produce thoſe effects which 
the Profeſſor exacts to ſatisfy his doubts. | 
every part of the body of a perſon conſtitu- 
tionally infected, were to produce ſymptoms 
in the following manner, glands to produce 
buboes, canals gonorrhceas, ſkin chancres 
bones caries, it would prove to be a difcak 
more formidable than even it now is. In this 
country, where the venereal diſeaſe is not in- 
digenous, and where its virulence is in a great 
meaſure checked by the climate, and where 
every individual ſuppreſſes that virulence by 


taking more or leſs of mercury, the power 0 
virus 


) 


s irus becomes leſs eaſy to be aſcertained. What 
in BY progreſs might be, and what its effects are 
uten common, theſe are two different queſtions. 
vB au diſeaſes are governed by ſpecifick ſymp- 
Ions, and theſe ſpecifick ſymptoms point out 
to © us what the nature of the diſeaſes are, and 
08 inſtruct us how to claſs them. Every diſ- 
- aſe hath its characteriſtick marks, in the be- 
or einning, the middle, and the end. It would 
ut be contrary to the laws of nature to look for 
a incipient ſymptoms at the end of diſeaſe. To 
book for local complaints, which produced 
p the conſtitutional diſeaſe, again to be repro- 


duced out of the conſtitutional diſeaſe, would 
be abſurd indeed, unleſs diſeaſe were like a 
circle, where every part was a continua- 
tion ; or unleſs a man was to die of the lues 
renerea, and to riſe again with a gonorrhea ! 
But does not the Profeſſor know the reaſon 
why the local effects are different from the 
the conſtitutional ? Is it not becauſe the 
diſeaſe is received into the blood through the 
ablorbent ſyſtem, and thrown again upon the 
ſurface through the continuation of blood 
veſſels ? 


„The fluggiſhneſs in the effects of the 
* poiſon 1s more or leſs according to the na- 
M 2 « ture 
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(92 ) | 
te ture of the parts which become diſeaſed; 
for when the tonſils, uvula, or noſe, are 


cc affected, its progreſs is rapid,” Ulcers ari. 


ſing ſrom the lues venerea in the mouth, then 
throat, and the noſe, differ from local vene- t 
real ulcers only by their being in general bet! 
leſs active, and by the parts not being operat-· con 
ed upon with all the force of powerful virus, {bl 
locally acting upon a perſon more liable to (ect 
become uritable, becauſe he has been as yet nat 
leſs irritated, and upon a perſon ſound in fecr 
every other reſpect but the part or part tak 
| localy infect ed. fro! 
" this 

It has been ſuppoſed that even all the ver 

ce ſecretions from the contaminated blood it 1 
* could be affected ſo as to produce a like the 
* poiſon in them.“ That the teſticles and cal 
ce veſiculæ ſeminales may be affected with me 
« the diſeaſe; the ſemen may become vene - ilu 
« real, may communicate the diſeaſe to the 
others, and after impregnation may even Wh ot 
« grow into a pocky child: But all this vey 
*© without foundation; otherwiſe, when 2M no 
« perſon has the lues venerea, no ſecreting Ml tel 
« ſurface could be free from the ſtate of a g- 4 « 
« norrhcea, nor could any fore be other than WW inf 
% venereal. Contrary to all which the ſecre-· for 


6 tions 


© > — 


| 


tions Are the ſame as before ; and if Were 


« js produced by any other means in a ſound 


« part, that ſore is not venereal, nor the 
matter poiſonous, although formed from 


« the ſame blood.” As it is a ſettled datum 
betwixt the Profeſſor and me, that the blood is 


contaminated by venereal virus, it is impoſ- 
ible for him, prima facze, to deny that the 
ſecretions are not in conſequence contami- 
nated with venereal virus. But if any one 
ſecretion be more likely than another to par- 
take of all the qualities of the conſtitution 
from which 1t was ſecreted, it 1s certamly 
this very ſeminal ſecretion, as it contains the 
very eſſence of that, from which, at that time, 
it was produced. If the conſtitution were 
then under the influence of the venereal diſ- 
caſe, it could convey that infection by the ſe- 
men. If the conſtitution were under the in- 
fluence of ſcrophula, or king's evil, it could do 
the ſame. Both theſe, and many other diſeaſes 
of the conſtitution, we know, are thus con- 
veyed; and as it is known to be a fact, I ſhall 
not take up more time to prove it. The Pro- 
feſſor appeals to the inſtance of a mad dog. 
A dog is bitten, a dog is infected, and this 
infection is carried on ad. infinitum in this 
form. The Profeſſor ſays that other ſecretions 
of 
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| of the mad dog are not infectious: How does 
1 he know this? It muſt have been very lately, 
for a twelvemonth ago, in a letter to Dr. 
1 Hamilton, he declares that he was as ig. 
18 norant, and as much at a loſs to account 
. „ of this diſeaſe, as < they were a thouſand 
e years ago.“ But the Profeſſor, as far as 
my memory tells me, for I have not the book 
before me, in that very letter declares, that he 
knew an inſtance of a mad dog biting twenty 
br. perſons, and that only one of the twenty 
Th became hydrophobick. That this may be 
a true, I do not doubt, becauſe Dr. Vaughan 
hath ſaid the ſame. This will teach the 
Profeſſor not to deny the exiſtence of a power, 
becauſe it fails in many inſtances; not to 
rely upon one experiment, when he attempts 
by that to prove, that venereal ulcers, pro- 
duced from conſtitutional infection, do not 
convey the infection, or that contaminated 
blood does not either. But how does the 
Profeſſor really know, that other ſecretions 
of a mad dog do not convey the infection * 
Did the Profeſſor ever ſee a mad dog copu- 
late, and has he ever looked after the conſe- 
quences ? Riſum tencatis ! 


an 


cc The 


* Vide Hamilton on the Hydrophobia. 
+ Vaughan's Two Caſes. 
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« The milk of the breaſt is ſuppoſed to 
be capable of conveying the venereal poi- 
« ſon, and of affecting the child who ſucks 
« jt; but there are ſeveral reaſons which 
« overturn theſe opinions.” To prove this, 
amongſt other reaſons he has recourſe to the 
following caſe. 


« A gentleman who had chancres which 
« diſcharged largely, uſed to waſh the parts 
« with milk and water in a tea-cup, with 
« ſome lint, and generally let the lint he in 
the cup in the milk. A little boy in the 
« houſe ſtole the milk, and drank it; but 
© whether or not he ſwallowed the lint, was 
not known.” This boy was well watched, 
and found not to be infected. 


I declare I am at a loſs, whether to laugh 
only at the extreme weakneſs of the Profeſ- 
lor, or whether to pity it! Virus, thus 
dluted with milk and water, received into 
the ſtomach, and there diluted further ; could 
it be expected, or was the Profeſſor amuſed 
with the idea, that the boy would be infect- 
ed? Does he not know, that all poiſons may 
be ſo diluted, as to be deprived of their ef- 
tects ? The infant, who ſucks a diſeaſed 


nurſe 
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accidentally once, as the boy did, but is con- 
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nurſe, does not ſuck in the milk diluteq 


ſtantly ſupported by this infectious milk, and 
may be infected. 


* We may obſerve that the blood of a 
pocky perſon has no power of contami- 


— 


* nating, and it is not capable of giving the 


N 


te diſeaſe to another, even by inoculation; 
for if it were capable of irritating a ſound 
« ſore to a venereal inflammation, no perſon 
that had this matter circulating, or had 
the lues venerea, could eſcape having a 
venereal ſore whenever he 1s bled, or re- 
ceives a ſcratch with a pin, the part fo 
wounded turning into a chancre ; for if 
e yenereal matter had been on the point of 
e the pin, or on the point of the lancet, the 


* punctures would have become chancres.' 
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And does the Profeſſor reaſon thus? Does 


he attempt to prove, that blood contami- 
nated will not convey that infection to à 


ſound perſon, becauſe a common ſcratch of 


a pin or lancet does not degenerate into a 


' venereal ulcer, whenever it is made on the 


diſeaſed perſon's ſkin ? The Profeſſor has 
been formerly ready enough to admit, that 


venereal 
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ſecreted it. But to ſerve another purpoſe, to 
create another new opinion, he finds no diffi- 
culty to aſſert, that, if blood of one infected 
with venereal virus could conta minate ano- 
ther, it muſt contaminate itſelf; that is, if 
blood be drawn by a pin orlancet, the wound 
muſt neceſſarily. degenerate into an ulcer, or 
the blood 1s not venereally infected; or, if a 
perſon in the ſmall-pox.-has a puncture made 
on any part, with a pin or a lancet, and 
if a puſtle does not ariſe out of it, which 
it poſitively will not, then, ſays the Profeſſor, 
the infection cannot be communicated to a 
ſound perſon, Is it ſo? Shall J not hereafter 
prove, that the infection may be conveyed 
by a part eyen where the diſeaſe hath not 
been active, although the conſtitution has 
been infected? Does not the Profeſſor know 
that I ſhall be able to prove it? When he 
reads this, he will know to what I allude! 
and if I were to look him in the face whilſt 
he reads it, I ſhould be aſſured that he knew 
It! for hereby hangs a tale !” 


ParT III. N Page 


renereal matter did not affect the part that 
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Page 292. 


2. Of the Matter from $ ores in the Lues Vene. 
rea, compared with that from Chancre. 


This may be faid to be a continuation of | 


the ſame ſubject. The Profeſſor ſets out 
with denyin 8² what he has not dared to bring 
to the teſt ; with denying that matter from 
ulcers, in conſequence of lues yenerea, will 
infect a ſound perſon by any means. When 
the Profeſſor gave credit to the reſt of the 
relations of Wallis and Cook, why did he 
exclude this from out of his venereal faith? 
They alſo ſay, if a man is infected with it, 
« he will often communicate it to. others in 
« the ſame houſe, by feeding out of the ſame 
« utenſils.”* When the Profeſſor falſely al- 
ſerts that theſe voyagers ſaid, that the diſeaſe 
vas in every form,” to ſerve his own pur- 
poſe, I beg him only to believe as much as 
they have ſaid, for mine. I dare him to take 
the chance of repeated trials by inoculations, 
with matter taken from perſons who have, in 
conſequence of local infection, become con- 
ſtitutionally infected, and whoſe conſtitu- 


tional ſymptoms are active and virulent, 


whoſe 


* Cook's Voyage, vol. ii. p. 148. Dublin Edition. 
+ Firſt Part of Obſervations, p. 12. 


wh 
rap 
the 
d. 
[co] 
aw: 
fec 
in! 
fro: 
nev 
Co1 
fro 
leſs 
are 
tior 
act! 
ſtre 
pro 
ſtro 
dre; 
But 
elt, 
per! 
liey! 
vey 
allen 
ing 
Fi 


(9 ) 
#hoſe conſtitutional ulcers ſpread, and make 
npid deſtruction of parts, and who, for 
the cure of them, have taken no mercury. 
dare him to give this experiment all the 
ſcope which I exact; for, is the Profeſſor 
aware, that, if in one inſtance only the in- 
fection by this proceſs does take place, as 
in the caſe of one perſon out of twenty, 
from the bite of a mad dog, all his viſionary 
new opinions on this ſubject vanith for ever. 
Conſtitutional ulcers do only ſo far differ 
from local ulcers, that they are leſs active, 
ks inflammatory, leſs virulent; and that they 
are ſo, is known by their more ſluggiſh ac- 
tion, in compariſon to the local ulcers. The 
action of all poiſons depends upon their 
ſtrength. The Abbe Fontana's experiments 
prove this. The poiſon of one viper will de- 
troy a ſmall animal, but it requires the ag- 
gregate poiſon of many to deſtroy a larger. 
But the Profeſſor, to put this queſtion to the 
tet, has not exhibited one fingle .faint ex- 
periment. We have no other authority for be- 
leving that conſtitutional ulcers cannot con- 
"cy infection to a ſound perſon, than his bare 
alertion. But he is liberal enough+in prov- 
ing a truth which every body will admit, 
that a ſubject conſtitutionally infected, 
1 may 
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may contract a local infection:“ And by 
ſome unhappy fatality, he has produced a caſe 
to prove this fact, which has overſet all his 
former aſſertions in this and the laſt ſection 
and all thoſe new opinions which I have 10 


lately oppoſed, this very caſe has totally re- 
jected and * 


« A woman, aged 25, came into st. 
« George's Hoſpital, Auguſt 21ſt, 1782, with 
* ſores on her legs, and blotches on her body, 
Her huſband was a ſoldier ; he gave her 
«© the venereal diſeaſe December, 1781. Her 
% ſymptoms then were a diſcharge from the 
vagina, and a ſmall ſwelling of the glands 
of the groin, which were painful. She 
<« had taken ſome pills, ſuppoſed to be mer- 
c curial, to the number of thirty. Febru- 
« ary, 1782, about three months after being i 
infected, the diſcharge ſtopped, but the 
« ſwelling, which had been gradually in- 
« creaſing ever ſince its firſt appearance, had 
« now ſuppurated. She applied ſome ount- 
« ment to it, which was brought her by her 
« huſband, and in two months it got well; 
e that is, in April, 1782. After the bubo 
te got well, a diſcharge from the vagina came 


* ON, for which ſhe took more of the ſame 
cc « pills 


nennen 
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« pills ſhe had taken before, to the number 
« of thirty. After this time blotches came 
out over her whole body; ſome of which, 
« about her legs, under her arms,'and upon 
her nipples, ulcerated. Twins which ſhe 
« bore at eight months, in March, 1782, at 
« the ſame time the bubo was healing, had 
« blotches upon them at their birth, and 
died ſoon after. Another girl, about two 
« years old, whom {ſhe ſuckled, was covered 
with blotches when ſhe came to the hoſ- 
„ pital, The mother and the child went 
© into the Salivation Ward, October 21, 
* 1782. The child took no mercury. It 
* was ſuppoſed that its gums became a little 
« ſore, and the blotches got well. The mo- 
ther got well alſo.” 


Thus do moles, digging under ground, 
turn up hillocks of earth upon the ſurface, 
not conſcious that this very act of blind 
induſtry inſtructs their enemies when and 
where to enſnare them |! ! | 
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3. Of the local E fects ariſing "el the Confli. 
 rution, confi dered as cr. Hcal---S ymptomatic 


Fever. 


I obſerve, that a gonorrhæs might be 
© produced by a general law in the animal 
*<.&conomy, by which it endeavours to re. 
« Heve itſelf of the irritation, by producing 
a diſcharge; and that in chancres a breach 
e is made in the ſolids for the ſame purpoſe, 
© although this purpoſe is not anſwered in 
te either, nature not having made a proviſion 
© againſt poiſon.” This ſingle paragraph is 
a text for a comment of a large volume, in 
order that its author may be degraded as he 
deſerves. The very animal œconomy is 
wrong, but yet the Profeſſor is right. Na- 
ture is to blame, but yet the Profeſſor's the- 
ory is right. Nature hath made no provi- 
fon againſt poiſon, for if ſhe had, the Pro- 
feſſor would have been right, for then go- 
norrhœa would have cured itſelf. And does 
this come out at laſt to be the truth ? Nature 
has made no proviſion againſt poiſons, yet a 
perſon having once had the ſmall-pox, never 
has it again. There the Profeſſor is wrong 

again, 


A 


0 


* 


again, for nature, as it appears, has made 
proviſion againſt certain poiſons. But the 
fact is, that no ſtage of the venereal diſeaſe 
can be gotten rid of after that manner. 
And in this inſtance the invariable effect of 
the Profeſſor, and the invariable intention 
are foiled ; he now confeſſes it, and I have 
already foretold it.* And now, that the 
profeſſor is arrived at his laſt confeſſions, as 
he finds it no longer neceſſary for him to 
ſport the inſincerity of gonorrhea curing 
telt, and of the conſtitution getting rid of 
the venereal diſeaſe intentionally and invari- 
ably by the formation of matter, let us ſee 
what the ſame Profeſſor, in theſe - preſent 
moments of contrition, has to ſay for him- 
ſelt. But the venereal matter, when taken 
into the conſtitution, produces an irrita- 
tion which is capable of being continued 
* independent of a continuance of abſorp- 
tion, and the conſtitution has no power of 
© relief, therefore a lues venerea continues 
to increaſe,” And has the Profeſſor 
tound out this at laſt to be the truth ? And 
who is there that could not have told him fo 
long ago ? 


Why 


* Sce the beginning of this Pamphlet. 
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Why did the Profeſſor keep back this con. 
feſſion till now? But ſince that he hath here 


produced it, I truſt that we ſhall not here. | 


after hear any thing more of his inſufferable 


Jargon, that had ſo long wearied our atten. 


tion in its refutation. I have followed up 
the Profeſſor, overtaken him, and gainedover 
him, on this very ſpot, a compleat victory! 


I ſhall give to my readers two more con- 
feſſions from the Profeſſor. In continuation 
of the laſt quotation he ſays, This circum- 
« ſtance is perhaps one of the beſt diſtin- 
« guſhing marks of the lues venerea, for in 
ce its blotches and ulcers, it is often irritated 
<« by other diſeaſes, which not having this 
« property, will therefore heal, and break 
cout again in ſome other parts. Diſeaſes 
in which this happen ſhew themſelves not 
ce to be venereal ; however, we are not to 
« conclude, becauſe they do not heal of 
„ themſelves, and give way to mercury only, 
« that therefore they are venereal ; although 
« this circumſtance, joined to others, give 
« ſtrong preſumption of their being fuch. 
In the next page he ſays, Many of theſe 
*« ſymptoms give way to mercury, which 1s 


G5 — the only concurring circum- 
6 ſtance 


( Tos .) 

« ſtance attending this complaint, that is a 
proof of its being venereal. But if mer- 
« cury always cured them, it would not be 
« yery material what they were called.” 

Does this, or docs this not prove, that the 
profeſſor knows not how to diſtinguiſh ve- 
nereal ulcers from other ulcers ? Hereafter 
| ſhall have more ule for theſe queſtions... 
And as to the ſymptomatick fever, he not 
having choſen to obſerve upon it, when he 
was treating upon bubo, I ſuſpected that we 
ſhould never have been given to underſtand, 

that it ever aroſe from any other cauſe than 
that brought on through the uſe of mercury. 

But I thank him for this confeſſion alſo to 
the contrary. From what we have ſeen in 
tus ſection, it appears that there is another 
way of extracting confeſſions from a man 
belides by that of putting him to the tor- 
ture; and that other way is, by his writing 
upon falſe opinions, and contradictory aſſer- 
tons, a great work ! 


Page 302. 
t. Of the local and conſtitutional Form f th le 


Dijeaſe never inter feri „g WI th each other. 


© If a man has a lues venerea, and gets 


either a gonorrhœa or chancre, or both, 
er III. O neither 
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neither of them affects the lues venereq, 

nor are their ſymptoms worſe.” —< Rut 
the chancre has this advantage, that the 
« conſtitution cannot be cured without its 
being cured alſo,” We know very well, 
that a gonorrhœa cannot be more than viru.ſf 
tent, if the conſtitution be diſeaſed at the 
time it is contracted ; and we know alſo, 
that a chancre cannot be more than a chan- 
cre, therefore 1t 1s not poſſible for the Pro- 
feſſor to prove, that they do not interfere, by 
the way that he goes about to prove it. 1 
the conſtitution be diſeaſed, and the ſymp- 
toms very virulent and active, any external 
injury then making a wound on the ſkin, 
that wound may be converted into a chancre, 
and that. chancre may continue as long as 
the venereal diſeaſe remains uncured, juſt as 


a ſatellite attends upon its planet. This 1s 
poſſible. 


Page 303. 


Of the ſuppoſed Termination of the Lues Venered, 
in other Diſeaſes. 


On the diſeaſes which follow the lues ve- 
nerea, in conſequence of the action of mei- 


cury in curing it, alſo on the rheumatic 
pains 


( tag ) 


pains, and other affections which will be of- 
ten experienced, I ſhall refer my readers to 
compare the new opinions of the Profeſſor 
with the old opinions of Aſtruc, and to make 
up their minds from ſuch evidence, before 
them. 


Page 304. 
Of the fpecrfic Diſtance of the Venereal Inflam- 


mation. 


have already denied that there exiſts 
any ſuch limitation in the venereal diſeaſe 
as ſpecifick diſtance, either as relatively to 
gonorrhœa, chancre, or lues venerea ; and 
if the Profeſſor pretends to limit the venereal 
action by any general rule, I ſhall continue 
to treat 1t as a conceit not warranted by 
general obſervation, but as mere ideal rub- 
bh. Theſe ſpecifick diſtances, as he calls 
them, are in continual variation, both in lo- 
cal, as well as conſtitutional ſymptoms. The 
effects of gonorrhea, in ſome habits, if not 
nterrupted by cure, may go on, ad infinitum, 
todeftroy all the parts; of chancres the ſame, 
and of lues venerea the ſame. Theſe effects, 
vary in different conſtitutions, only by being 
mild or ſtrong, flow or rapid. Theſe effects, 
ad the variation, of them are owing to the 
O 2 conſtitu- 
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conſtitution, and not to the diſeaſe. Let me 
alk the Profeſſor, how many puſtules in the 
fmall-pox are ſpecifick, and how many are 
the conſequences of irritable inflammation ? 
What is his ſpecifick diſtance betwixt each, 


when there are but twenty, and what is his | 


ſpecifick diſtance when there are twenty 
thoutand? Which are the ſpecifick erup- 
tions, and which are the irritable ? Is it not 
ſelf evident, that theſe effects are owing 
to the nature of tne conſtitution attacked, 
and not to the diſeaſe, for that can have no 
ſpecifick limitation: | ; 


Page 305. 


Cf the Parts moſt ſuſceptible of the Lues Vene- 
rea. O the Time and Manner in which they 
are affefied. —IWhat is meant by Contamine- 
tion, Diſpoſition, and Action. Summary of 

the Doctrine. 


* Ag rerſons fly to relief upon the firſt 


and ſecond order of venereal appearances, 


eit may be ſuppoſed that the whole diſeaſe, 
sin the parts actuaily affected, is cured be- 


« fore t e ocher arts had time to come in- 
to action, wich will be cured under the 
ce ſtate 


( 109 ) 

« ſtate of a diſpoſition only, if we can con- 
« ceive that a cure can take place before 
parts come into action.“ That, when ap- 
arent ſymptoms are effectually cured by the 
action of mercury on the blood, thoſe ſymp- 
toms, which would otherwiſe have followed, 
but do not, are prevented and wholly ex- 
tinguiſhed by that action, to me is very clear, 
or mercury deceives us as a ſpecifick; or thoſe 
we know to be infected, could never be 
cured. 


There 1s not an external part of the hu- 
man body, but what may be liable to the 
venereal diſeaſe. But the Profeſſor has here ſo 
far met a former opinion of mine, in contra- 
diction to a former aſſertion of his, that as 
we fly to remedy, the ſymptoms have not an 
opportunity of going all lengths; and of 
courſe, it is not to be aſcertained what the 
venereal diſeaſe would be in general, if it 
were leſt to its own uninterrupted action. 


The Profeſſor, and there cannot be a ſtrong- 
er ſymptom of an inert mind, 1s always me- 
thodiſing. He is a methodiſt in ſpecifick 
diſtances, in irritable inflammations, in ul- 
ceration from abſorption, in fympathetick 

con- 


of the ſkin, for I inſiſt upon it, that any 
one of it may be affected) © tonfils, noſe, 


('awo 
connections, in new and old diſeaſes, and in 
invariable effects. If theſe ſhould now and 
then fail, or always be falſe, the fault is not 
with the Profeſſor, the fault is in nature, 
for nature has made no proviſion againſt 
poifons! What proviſion has nature made | 
again{t every claſs of fevers ? 


We now meet with another of his me- 
thods, the method of order of parts“ 
« A firſt and ſecond order of parts!” By 
theſe are meant, that the venereal diſeaſe 
ſhall or muſt appear with the firſt order, in 
one {et of ſymptoms ; and with the ſecond 
inevitably from the firſt, in another ſet of 
ſymptoms. But this, like his other doc- 
trines, is not © invariable;” for he ſays, 
quicker than I could have thought it, how- 
© ever, it is not univerſally the cafe, that 
* the parts which I have called nrft in or- 
r der, are always fo; on the contrary, we 


« find that this order is inverted in ſome 
c caſes.” 


/ 


The firſt order of parts affected 1s the 
*{xin,” (I ſuppoſe that he means any part 


oY thr oat, 
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ur 
« throat, inſide of the mouth, and ſome- 
« times the tongue.” The ſecond order of 
parts is “ the perioſteum, faſciæ, and bones. 
« Perhaps the bones come into action 
« from the membrane being affected.“ Thus 
far the firſt and ſecond order of parts. 
ro account for theſe ſucceſſions, as if man 
were a pine- apple, the Profeſſor appeals to 
heat and to cold. He appeals to the affec- 
tion of parts, in the ſame ſucceſſion as, 
he thinks, they are found in comparative 
order and degree from heat to cold, as if the 


bones of the leg (particularly the fore part 


of the tibia) were not as much expoſed to 
cold, as many of the parts where the ſymp- 
toms are ſaid to appear, in the firſt order, 
atlhough this ſymptom of affection is there 
kt down amongſt the ſecond, and the lateſt 
of the ſecond order of parts. Can there 
be more ſuperficial argument advanced, than 
that the tibia is not ſuperficially fituated ? 
But this doctrine, of reaſoning from the ef- 
tects of cold, I have always conſidered as 
chimerical. I have all along aſſerted, that 


every diſeaſe is marked by its own idioſyn- 


craſy, and that it is by the ſymptoms only 
that we arrive at the knowledge of the na- 
ture of the diſeafe. This idea of heat and 


cold 
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cold has been hinted at by Aftruc, yet I can- 
not give the ſmalleſt credit to it. But the 
Profeſſor obliges himſelf to believe it, not- 
withſtanding he hath in his poſſeſſion one 
of the ſame general arguments which I ſhall 


produce; not becauſe he hath only remarked | 


it, but becauſe it ſtrikes my conviction as 
much more founded upon reaſon, than that 
upon which he hath folely relied. I fay, 
that theſe orders of ſymptoms, even if they 
did ſo occur, and which I deny that they 
generally do under any given rule; could 
not occur from the cauſe of cold; and here is 
my obvious reaſon, that the venereal diſeaſe de- 
rived its origin from, and is endemial in that 
climate where the ſpecifick heat of the ex- 
ternal air 1s greater than the heat of the 
blood of man who breathes that air. But 
we know that the diſeaſe is generated in parts 
of the body not very ſuſceptible of cold; 
and we have been told by Wallis and Cook, 
that at Otaheite its ravages are rapid. The 
Profeſſor is, perhaps, the worſt logician that 
ever undertook to make the beſt of a bad 
argument. Does he not know, that, if he 
fail in his great outlines of truth, all his 
ſubordinate concluſions will fail alſo, as the 


plus muſt include. the minus ? Do not all. 


mor bid 


113 ) 
morbid diſeaſes, and do not all poiſonous 


liſcaſes originate in warm countries? And 
is not cold air the grand ſpecifick againſt 


them? I am aware that it will be ſaid; that 
the throat is conſtantly fanned with cold air; 
but notwithſtanding, I cannot help inſiſting 
upon 1t that the throat 1s not the coldeſt of 
parts, but that 1t 1s a part where the blood 
veſſels come home to the very ſurface; and 
as it is the general effort of nature to throw 
that upon the extremities of blood veſlels, 
which is obnoxious to the blood, ſo I can 
conclude that the diſeafe will be more rapid 
and more early there than any where elſe. If 
this be the true theory, at leaſt it accounts 
for why the faſciæ, perioſteum, bones, and 
parts in which the circulation of blood 1s not 
ſo compleat, come laſt in the order of diſeaſe, 
as already afferted ; and it alſo accounts for 
why theſe are found the more difficult of 
cure, 


The difference betwixt the Profeſſor and 


myſelf ſeems to be this: He, to deſtroy an 


edifice of human conſtruction, (and ſuch 18 
the theory of the diſeaſe in queſtion) begins 
where he ſhould end, with raſhly dragging .. 
away its foundation ſtone. 1 eg ſlowly © 
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on to trace effects gradatim up to cauſes, 


and unreſiſtingly remove the looſened ſtones, « 0 
in order to fix them firm, and make the edi. ll © © 
fice yet more ſolid! And now for the ſum. WM We 
e mary doctrine” of the Profeſſor, which I thir 
ſhall conſider in a light ſomewhat ſimilar to ing 
articles of capitulation betwixt us. He fays, i of it 
“The above account of the lues venerea may 
*© be reduced to the following heads: Ha 
* 1 
E F irſt, That moſt parts, if not all, that 2 
. are affected in the lues venerea, are affect. Wl © c 
"5.06 with the venereal irritation at the ſame Ml No. 
* time,” No. Previous to any parts being Ml will 
conſtitutionally affected, irritation of the ¶ call 
blood, where the venereal contamination 1s ll of t 
circulating, is firſt to be obſerved upon; and lity 
this is the ſymptomatick fever, or conſtituti- Wl and 
onal effort, by which the venereal eruptions Wl tie 
are thrown upon the ſurface ; after which 
ſome irritation may, or may not accompany ; 
the parts affected. 1 
| EY 
« Secondly, The parts expoſed to cold ar: Wi © t 
* the firſt that take the venereal action ; ll © < 
<« then the deeper ſeated parts, according to ll cal 


ce their ſuſceptibility for ſuch action.“ No, 
for the reaſon which 1 have already afſigned. 
| | . « Thir dly, 


« Thirdly, Thevenereal diſpoſition, when 
« once formed in a part, muſt neceſſarily go 
« on to form the venereal action.“ No. 
We know nothing, nor can we know any 
thing of diſpoſition ; we are given no warn- 
ing of venereal attack. We know nothing 
of it, until we ſee or feel its action. 


« Fourthly, That all parts of the body, 
« under fuch diſpoſition, do not run into 
action equally faſt, ſome requiring ſix or 
„eight weeks, others as many months.” 
No. The action, whether rapid or flow, 
will greatly depend upon the parts firſt lo- 
cally affected, upon the degree of virulence 
of this firſt attack, and upon the ſuſceptibi- 
lity of the blood for receiving the infection, 
and expelling it by fever upon any parts of 
the body, The time is indefinite, 


e Fifthly, In the parts that come into 
* action firſt, the diſeaſe goes on increaſing, 
* without wearing itſelf out ; while theſe 
that are ſecond in time, follow the fame 
© courſe.” Granted, that the venereal diſ- 
eaſe does not © cure itſelf. y 


722 « Sixthly, 
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„ Sixthly, Mercury hinders the venereal 
„ diſeaſe from forming, or in other words, 
„ prevents contamination.“ Granted. 


« Seventhly, Mercury does not deſtroy a 
e diſpoſition already formed.” If Iknew, or! 
could by any divine intuition know, of ſuch 
nn I could r it by en 


„ Eighthly, Mercury hinders the action 
* from taking place, although the diſpoſi- 
<« tion be formed.” Granted, upon the con- 
ditions recited in the ſeventh article. 


e Ninthly, Mercury cures the action.“ 
Granted, that mercury deſtroys the effects of 
venereal virus on the blood, and then the 
action is cured of courſe; but that ſome- 


times mercury requires, to effect this, adven- 
titious aids. 


Page 316. Chap. II. 
. Of the Symptoms of the Lues Venerea. 
The Profeſſor, in this chapter, ſets off 
_ afreſh, with acknowledging general truths, 


and diſclaiming his former aſſertions. We 
now 


to 


( wp }) 

now hear nothing more of the methodiſt. 
He proceeds to deſcribe the diſeaſe as it is; and 
we ſhall find, that he tells us a different ſtory 


to that which he has been lately telling us; 
and we ſhall find, that now the diſeaſe 


tution which cauſes the variation in its ſymp- 
toms, both with reſpect to their order of ap- 
pearance, to the effects produced when they 
have appeared, and to the time of their ap- 


fung all aſide as traſh. The certainty that 
the ſymptoms are venereal, prima facze, is ex- 


« are often obliged to have recourſe to the 
* preceding hiſtory of the caſe, before we can 


I] can eaſily conceive, that a pecuharity of 
* conſtitution may make a very material 
* difference in the appearance of the ſame 
ipecific complaint ; and I am certain that 


tures, produce a very different appearance 


ſpecifick time for* the appearance of ſymp- 
toms, and their order of appearance, tumble 
down next: © The difference of conſtitu- 


tion, 


is the ſame always, but that it is the conſti- | 


pearance. The trammels of method are 


ploded. For, to aſcertain that fact, We 


form any judgment upon it.” Specifick | 
diſtance tumbles down altogether alſo : For 
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the ſolids, according to their different na- 


when attacked with this diſeaſe.” The 


6 
* tion, and of the ſame parts at different 
te times, may have conſiderable effects in 
the diſeaſe appearing ſooner or later. This 
« T am certain of, that the different part 
te of the body produce a very conſiderable 
* difference in the times of appearance of 


| | Rom 
ce the diſeaſe,” “ In many caſes the lo- MW 
< cal effects are much later than ſix weeks 
and in many much ſqoner.” Order of 0 
parts, in their turn, not only tumble down, Wl « « 
but are ſo cruſhed in their fall, and fo jum- g. 
bled together, as never more to be again ſet en 
up under any diſtinguiſhing order whatever, appt 
neither Corinthian, Dorick, Ionick, Tuſcan, ¶ ro: 
nor Compoſite: I have ſeen cafes when the Wl dod 
ce perioſteum, or bone was affected prior to 
* any other part; whether in the ſame ce 
t caſes it might in the end have affected the Ml « ;; 
* ſkin or throat, I will not pretend to fay. en 
But it is poſſible that the ſecond order of Wl « + 
* parts may be affected, without the firſt Wi « © 
t having ever been contaminated,” Who Wl the 
hath not ſeen Hogarth's tail-piece ? tain 
and 
The chimerical idea of the influence of Ml neit 
cold is imperceptibly ſtolen away, never doe 
having been introduced as a prominent cha- tw; 
hoy 


racter in the venereal drama of the Profeſ- 
2 | {or ; 
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or ; but only as a little epiſodical trait, to 
rove that the Profeſſor could now under- 
tand Aſtruc. It therefore was not neceſ- 
ary that it ſhould be again revived. But as 
the criticks ſay of the volatile Mercutio in 
Romeo and Juliet, the author killed him, 


becauſe he had no further occaſion for him. 


« We may alſo obſerve, that fimilar parts 
come ſooner into action, and appear to 
„go on more rapidly with it, as they are 
« nearer the ſource of circulation.” This 
appears to me to be a reaſon which ap- 


proaches much nearer to the truth than the 
doctrine of cold. - 


“ The circumſtance of its. being very late 
ein appearing in ſome parts, has made 
many ſuppoſe that the poiſon lurked in 
the ſolids; and others, that it kept cir- 
* culating in the blood for years.” When 
the venereal diſeaſe does appear, after a cer- 
tain length of time, from original infection, 
and when the Profeſſor doubts that it did 
neither lurk in. the ſolids nor blood, where 
does he think that the venereal diſeaſe, be- 
twixt the hour of firſt infection and the 


hour of its ſecond coming in the form of 


lues 
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other natural habitation is there in the hy. 
man frame, and which is neither ſolid nor 


a eee follows ? 


+*( i480 5) 


lues venerea, did all that while reſide ? What 


fluid? But what 1s this new opinion which 


* We never find that a man had a chan-ill «ith: 
« cre a twelvemonth ago, and that it broke WM © 1 
cout after in venereal ſcurfs upon the ſkin, te 
or ulcers in the throat.“ I will make the WM © 1 
Profeflor anſwer to this. The lues vene- f 
_ © rea generally ariſes from gonorrhœa or a 
„ chancre.”*---< From the latter oftener WM © a 
than the former, by one hundred to WWW © Þ 
„ one.” f—* That the parts firſt affected are i © 6 
« the ſkin, throat, &c.”t—** The time for f 
<« 1ts appearance, after i has got into the p 
conſtitution, is not certain.” \ It may not W* c 
be improper now to aſk the Profeſſor, what Wl © d 
he calls the conſtitution ? What part of the t 
human frame it is, when he excepts the i © c 
folds and blood ? © Oh that mine enemy ll the 
« would write a book !”|| 
; 
ces 
bag : 
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Page 319. 
1, Of the Symptoms of the firſt Stage f the 


Lues Venerea. 


The firſt ſymptoms after abſorption, are 
either on “ the ſkin, throat, or mouth.“ - 
« Theſe differ from one another, according 
« to the nature of the parts affected. 
« The appearance of the ſkin I ſhall call the 
« firſt, although it 1s not always the firſt 
appearance; for that in the throat is often 
« as early a ſymptom as any.” —* The ap- 
« pearances of the ſkin generally ſhew them- 
« ſelves firſt in diſcolourations, making the 
* ſkin appear mottled, many of them diſap- 
* pearing, whilſt others continue and in- 
* creaſe with the diſeaſe.” —<© In others in 
© diſtinct blotches.“ —* The appearances of 
the ſkin generally ſhew themſelves in 
* every part of the body.” Are all parts of 
the body equally cold ? 


The Profeſſor recites many other differen- 
ces which authoriſe me to declare, that he 
cannot definitely deſcribe theſe eruptions, 
Ho far certain appearances are peculiar 
to the venereal diſeaſe, I know not.” This 
Paxr III. 1 verifies 


BW 
verifies my laſt aſſertion, and proves, that he 
cannot always determine whether eruptions, 
which vary in their appearances, be venereal 
eruptions, or not ; and I am confident that 
he cannot, without previouſly aſking que. | 
tions leading to aſcertain that fact. 


The ſecond part in which it appears, is 
e moſt commonly the throat, ſometimes the 
mouth, and the tongue.” The Profeſſor 
himſelf ſhall alſo prove in this inſtance, that 
he cannot define to a certainty, what ulcers 
are venereal, and what are not. This ſpe- 
&* cies of ulcer is generally tolerably well 
© marked; yet it is perhaps in all caſes not 
© tobe Uftinguiſhed from others that attack 
« this part, for ſome ſhall have the appear- 
* ance of being venereal, and what are really 
venereal ſhall reſemble thoſe that are 
© not.”* But here the Profeſſor hath fur- 
niſhed us with a caſe, which at once deſtroys 
three of his poſitions, and cripples a fourth, 
A gentleman had. a chancre in May, 1791: 
« In the ſame month next year, 1782, he 
had a gonorrhœa; and in May, 1783, he 
© had a fore throat. He had no connection 


we with any woman from September, 1782, 
till 


ce 


Page 312. 
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1 
« till May, 1783, which was about a fort- 
« night before his throat became ſore, and 
had no immediate local complaint. When 
« ] ſaw the ſore throat firſt, I ſaid it was not 
« yenereal ; and he being of a hectic ha- 
bit, was deſired to go to Briſtol, When 
« at Briſtol, an ulcer appeared at the root of 
« the uvula. When I ſaw this ulcer, I ſaid 
« it was venereal. He went through a 
« courſe of mercury, and was cured.” My 
readers cannot have forgotten an aſſertion of 
the Profeſſor a page or two before. We 
« never find that a man had a chancre a 
« twelvemonth ago, and that it broke out 
« after in venereal ſcurfs upon the ſkin, or 
« ulcers in the throat.” God of Heaven 
is 1t poſſible that a man ſhould be ſo incau- 
tious, that he ſhould fo ſport with conſiſ- 
tency ? If chancre produced this lues vene- 
rea, the ſpecifick time was two years ; half 
that time hedenies. If gonorrhea produced 
it, the ſpecifick time was one year; that 
power he denies altogether. If the virus 
were abſorbed, without leaving any local 
impreſſion, if that were the mode by which 
this infection was conveyed, and if virus can 
make ſo rapid a progreſs in a little fortnight, 
as to produce a ſore throat, and if that fore 

"— 0-2 | throat 
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throat be the primary ſymptom of infection, 
why then at leaſt ſix weeks is not an early 
period; and virus may not only be firſt dif. 
covered in the ſymptom of bubo, but it may 
go further; an ulcer ih the throat may be 
the firſt ſymptom. And the advice which 
he gave, that yet a little while, and it is not 
venereal, and then that it is, proves that he 
has no definite judgement in that inſtance 


alſo. 

More is yet proved by this caſe, that it is 
aſcertained by the Profeſſor to be venereal, 
becauſe it was cured by mercury, and not a 
doubt has he advanced to the contrary. 


Page 324. 


2. Experiments made to aſcertain the Progreſs 
and Hffects of the Venereal Poiſon. 
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« Two punctures were made on the penis, 
with a lancet dipped in venereal matter 
from a gonorrhœa; one puncture was on 
« the glans, the other was on the prepuce. 
—* This was done in May, 1767.” —* Both 
« theſe experiments took effect, and in a 
* fortnightafter the chancres in conſequence 


had gone through the local treatment, Þy 
cc the 


© 
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« the repeated application of cauſtic; and 
« by dreſſing them with mercurial oint- 


« ment, they were allowed to heal up, and 


« which they readily did.” On this I ſhall 
make a few obſervations before I proceed 
further in the caſe, thus clearing my ground 
5 I go. And firſt of all I will prove that 
the Profeſſor has treated theſe chancres in 
exactly the ſame manner, as he has treated 
chancres when he never expected that the 
virus ſhould ever after return. The ſim- 
« pleſt method of treating a chancre is by 
* deſtroying or extirpating it, whereby it 
« 1s reduced to the ſtate of a common ſore 
* or wound, and heals up as ſuch.” The 
* cauſtic ſhould be continued till the ſur- 
* face of the ſore looks red, after having 
« thrown off the ſloughs ; after it has ar- 
« rived at this ſtate, it will be found to 
© heal like any other ſore produced from 
* cauſtic.” —* However, as our knowledge 
Hof the extent of the diſeaſe is not always 
certain; and as this uncertainty increaſes 
* as the ſize of the chancre, it becomes ne- 
cellary in ſome degree, to afliſt the cure 
Sby proper dreſſings; and therefore it may 
* be prudent to dreſs the fore with mercu- 
* nal ointment. From ſuch treatment there 

* 
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« is but little danger of the conſtitution 
ce being infected, eſpecially if the chancre 
has been deſtroyed almoſt immediately 


(c Pl 

« upon its firſt appearance, as we may then ll « 1: 
« reaſonably ſuppoſe there has not been Wi « & 
* time for abſorption.” It already appears il « it 
that the cauſtick was applied and repeated WM « ti 
in time, for the chancres healed. It now WM « © 
only remains for me to compare the time t 
that the cauſtick was applied here intention. Wiſ poil 
ally not to cure, with the cauſtick that is alth 
applied with the intention to cure. The f 
cauſtick here was applied eleven days after WI afte 
the infection, and juſt as the chancres began fin 
to diſcharge ſome matter. The diſtance wit 
of time in its application and effects upon WI na) 
* the parts is uncertain ; but upon the Will ed! 
e whole rather longer than the gonorrhea.” WI we 
* I have known caſes where the chancres che 
<« have appeared twenty-four hours, and I WW ma 
« have known them ſeven weeks.” 50 Bll ag: 
that I may fairly infer that the cauſtick was Bll ov: 
as ſoon applied here to prevent abſorption, WM fu 
as effectually applied here to deſtroy and to WI op 
heal the chancre; and the method to all in- to 
tents as exactly followed to cure a. chancre ¶ fo 
compleatly, as to make an experiment. And he 
now Wl W. 


Pages 228, 229. + Page 218. 
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now let us again revert to the cafe. © Four 
« months afterwards the chancre on the 


« prepuce broke out again, and very ſtimu- 


« Jating applications were tried; but theſe 


« ſeemed not to agree with it, and by letting 


it alone, it healed up. This it did ſeveral 


« times afterwards, but always healed up N58 
« of itſelf. That in the glans never re- 


« turned.” Here we find that the venereal 
poiſon was not deſtroyed by cauſtick, that 
although it firſt healed up as a © common 
« ſore,” it broke out again four months 
after ; 1t would be no longer amuſed with 
ſtimulants, but healed up of its own accord, 
without dreſſings, or mercury in any form; 
nay, that it played the ſame prank repeat- 
edly, and healed up ſpontaneouſly. Here 
we find an inverſion of venereal facts. A 
chancre, locally produced, healing up, re- 
maining healed four months, breaking out 


again, and healing ſpontaneouſly, over an& 


over again. Before I ſtir one fingle line 
further in the caſe, I will firſt declare my 
opinion that none of theſe laſt recited ſymp- 
toms were venereal; and that, during the 
four months, the virus did not ſleep in the 
healed chancre ; and that the perſon upon 
whom the Profeſſor tried the experiment 
| | amuſed 
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amuſed him, if he told him that he had 
been chaſte; and that if he told him to the 
contrary, the fable is all at an end. For I per- 
ſiſt in the aſſertion, that the chancre which 
broke out at the end of the four months was 
not from the firſt inſection, if it were vene. | 
real, and that the ſucceeding ulcers were 
not venereal at any rate. But to proceed. 
„While the ſores remained on the prepuce 
te and glans, a ſwelling took place in one of 
ec the glans of the right groin.” The Pro- 
feſſor (after flouriſhing away with his new 
opinion of diſſolving bubo) tells us, that the 
ſores upon the penis were healed before the 
reduction of the bubo was attempted; and 
that then, with ſcientifick adroitneſs peculiar 
to himſelf, he rubbed in as much mer- 
6 cury as to reduce the gland conſiderably; 
cc jt was then left off, for the intention was 
ce not to cure it completely at preſent. The 
gland ſome time after,” for he does not 
ſay what time, © began to {well again, and 
« as much mercury was then rubbed 1n as 
« appeared to be ſufficient for the entire 
« reduction of the gland; but it was meant 
* to do no more than to cure the gland 
6 locally, without giving enough to pre- 
vent the conſtitution from being conta- 
e minated. 


1 


* 
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„ minated.” Here I muſt recall the atten⸗ 
tion of my readers again, to ſee whether the 
intention of experiment and the intention of 
cure, be not one and the ſame ſyſtem with 
the Profeſſor. But of the two, the intention 
for expertment will be proved to be more 
effectual for radical cure, than what he has 
adopted for radical cure itſelf, © Rubbing 
„in half a dram of mercurial ointment 
« every night, purſuing this courſe till the 
gland is reduced to its natural fize, will be 
„ ſufficient, and probably will be a good 
ſecurity for the conſtitution, provided the 
« chancre, which may have been the cauſe 
of the bubo, heals at the ſame time.”* 
In this caſe of experiment, the chanere, the 
imaginary chancre healed firſt of all ; but 
in the intention for aure as above recited, 
it appears that if the chancre got well while 
the bubo diſſolved, ſtop at the diſſolution of 
the bubo, and the conſtitution is ſafe. And 
now to proceed: © About two months after 
the laſt attack of the bubo, a little ſharp 
* picking was felt in one of the tonſils in 
„ twallowing any thing; and on inſpection 
da ſmall ulcer was found, which was al- 
lowed to go on till the nature of it was 

PaRr III. „ aſcer- 
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"aſcertained, and then recourſe was had to 
* mercury. The mercury was thrown in 
by the ſame leg and thigh as before, to 
* ſecure the gland more effectually, al. 


A 


c 


though that was not probably neceſſary. 


To cure the conſtitution of venereal infec- 
tion, it is, I believe, very immaterial whether 
the mercury be rubbed in on the right leg 
and thigh, the left, or on both; and the 
gland where the bubo had formerly been, 
but where 1t now was not, required no par- 
ticular mark of the Profeſſor's attention, 
although he did ſhew it ſuch partial regard. 
The poiſon had already gone into the conſti- 
tution, and the Profeſſor, unleſs he thought 
that it would return again to the groin after 
its entire reduction, as well as it did four 
months afterwards return to the chancre, 
after it was healed, performed a harmleſs 
act of ſuperſtition ; for he might have as rea- 
ſonably looked for the track of a tranſient 
arrow in the air, as that the venereal virus 
diſlodged as it was from a part locally in- 
fected, and healed for four months, or two 
months even, ſhould return to that very part 
again. Suppoſing the ſurface of the body 
to be one hundred thouſand times more than 


that very ſpot where the local complaint was, 
FP and 


( 131 ) 
and ſuppoſing, after the infection be gone 


into the conſtitution, that this ſame ſpot 


be again infected, and this ſpot only, then 
ſuch were the odds againſt the Profeſſor's 


experiment in this inſtance of the return of 


. 


chancre, and ſuch the proportionate odds of 
2 bubo coming on afreſh, and of the ſame 
gland in the groin being infected from the 
conſtitutional infection ; for the one was 
before completely healed, and the other was 
completely reduced, and as much fo as if he 
intended radically to cure both, as I have 


already proved, but yet I will here produce 


another voucher to the fact. A part once 
perfectly cured is never irritated again by 
the ſame ſtock of infection, though pro- 
* bably ſome other parts in the conſtitution 
are ſtill under the venereal irritation.”* 
How does the Profeſſor hke this quotation ? 
But to the caſe: © As ſoon as the ulcer was 
* ſkinned over, the mercury was left off, 
it not being intended to deſtroy the poi- 
* ſon, but to obſerve what parts it would 
* next affect.” Let us compare the inten- 
tion here, with another intention in another 
part of the great work. When a ſore has 
* put on a healthy look, when the hard 

R 2 “ balls 
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a. 
es baſis has become ſoft, and it has ſkinned 
over kindly, it may be looked upon as 
ctired. * In the ſame page he ſays, In 
very large chancres it may not be necef- 
ſary always to continue the application of 
mercury, either for internal or external 
ec action, till the ſore is healed.” Then here 
I think that no more real intention is ac- 
tually diſcovered in this ſtage of the grand 
experiment, than there has bcen in any of 
the former. But to proceed; © About three 
« months after, copper coloured blotches 
broke qut on the ſkin, and the former 
« ulcer returned in the tonſil. Mercury was 
* now applied the ſecond time for theſe 
effects of the poiſon from the conſtitu- 
« tion, but {till only with a view to pal- 
« late. It was left off a ſecond time, and 
<« the attention was given to mark where it 
would break out next, but it returned 
* again in the ſame part.” The unfortu- 
nate Profeſſor, for ſo 1 muſt call him, for 


unfortunate he is, that like Actæon, he 


ſhould be devoured thus by his on hounds 
never leaves me at a loſs for condemnation 
from out of his own new opinions. © We 
never find that a man had a chancre 4a 
. « twelvemonth 
* Page 240. | 


til 


W 
« twelvemonth ago, and that it broke out 
„either in venereal ſcurfs upon the ſkin, 
« or ulcers in the throat.”* What, is not 
the twelvemonth yet expired ? But we ſhall 


immediately ſee whether it be or not, for 1 


find that I am come already to the conclu- 
fon of the caſe. © It not appearing that 
any further knowledge was to be pro- 
« cured by only palliating the diſeaſe, a 
« fourth time in the tonſils, and a third 
« time in the ſkin, mercury was now gyven 
in ſufficient quantity, and for a proper 
time, to complete the cure. The time the 
experiment took up, from the firſt inſer- 


« tion to the complete cure, was about three 


« years.” Tt is not to be preſumed that the 


Profeſſor gave more mercury now than be- 


fore, becauſe he has all along aſſerted that 
theſe complaints are cured in a ſhorter time 
than local ones, and require leſs mercury. 


For the moſt part a much ſmaller quantity 


* of mercury 1s ſufficient fer the cure of 
* ſuch ſymptoms, than what is neceſſary for 


the cure of local complaints.” + 
4 * 


In caſting up the regiſtered account of 
ime which the Profeſſor has been pleaſed to 


Annex 
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annex to the eaſe, not more than twelve 
months out of the three years are recorded, 
Beſides, as he appears to have left off hi; 
correct deſcription with the third coming of 
ulcers in the tonfils, and as © we never find 
« that a man had a chancre a twelvemonth 
© ago, and that it broke out either in vene- 
© real ſcurfs upon the ſkin, or ulcers in the 
« throat,” it is not to be preſumed that 
there was in this inſtance an intended com- 
plaiſance in the diſeaſe for this great event 

and it is not to be preſumed alſo that the 
diſeaſe took up two more years for the fourth 
return of ulcers in the throat and ſcurfs 
upon the ſkin! And as I have already proved, 
(and I defy the ſtrongeſt advocate he has to 
ſay J have not) that any intention, of con- 
tinuing the diſeaſe muſt have been impoſ- 
ſible, the Profeſſor having treated, or told 
us that he treated it, which is all the ſame 
to him and to me too, every ſymptom in the 
caſe exactly as he treated the ſame with in- 
tention to cure; therefore either the inten- 
tion to protract the diſeaſe, for the ſake of 
experiments, is all an impoſition, or his mode 
of cure is falſe. Both cannot be right. And 
as I am confident that the caſe is not ſo told, 


that any advantages are to be derived from 
it ; 


© 135 7 £ 

it; as it bears ſtrong marks of improbabi- 
ity, as it is inaccurate to a degree, as the 
regiſter of time and of ſymptoms 1s looſe 
and vague, and as there is Hiatus valde 
« deflendus,” of at leaſt two years, I ſhall 
not heſitate, for I ſcorn to deceive, to fling 
the experiments out beyond all queſtion, 
as unprofitable, as impoſſible, and as ano- 
ther“ tale told, ſignifying nothing“ 


« Ludicrous nature which at once can ſhow 
« A man ſo very high, ſo very low !”** 


Page 327. 


3. Of the Symptoms of the ſecond Stage of the 


Lues Venerea. 


This ſtage of the diſeaſe is not ſo well 
marked as the former, and as it is of more 
importance, it requires all our diſcern- 
ment to determine what the diſeaſe is.“ I 
have already proved from the Profeſſor's own 
words, that he cannot decide upon the ve- 
nereal ſymptoms, prima facie; in what he 
quaintly calls the“ firſt order of parts.” 
And now the < ſecond order of parts,” (for 
hug the diſtinction, becauſe it is a diſ- 

| tinction 
* Churchill. | 


TS 3 
tinction often confounded) appear to he 
marked with a diſtinction far leſs compre. 
henſible and definite. Then how is that to 
be deſcribed upon ſyſtem which is not yet 
defined? Which is not yet underſtood? Can 


the Profeſſor point out the ſpot where the 


loſt object was, before he has found it? J 


do not mean to inſinuate that the Profeſſor 


is the moſt ignorant in the knowledge of the 
ſymptoms ariſing out of what he calls the 
ſecond order of parts; for although he has 
thought proper to drop the phraſe, I like it 
ſo well, that I ſhall adopt it; 1 only mean 
to aſſert that he is not more particularly ex- 


| pert than others in defining the ſymptoms 


ariſing in his © ſecond order of parts.. The 
« deeper ſeated parts affected are the peri- 
e ofteum, tendons, faſciæ, and ligaments; 
«© however, what the parts affected may be 
«© when the diſeaſe is in this ſtage, is not 
always certain; I have known it to pro- 
« duce total deafneſs, and ſome of theſe 
« caſes to end in ſuppuration, attended with 
“great pain in the ear and fide of the head. 
« They have very much the character of 
« ſcrofulous ſwellings and chronic rheuma- 
« tiſms, only in this diſeaſe the joints are 
not ſo ſubject to it as they are in the 

« rheumatiſm.” 


* 


Ex 


Cd 
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« rheumatiſm.” —* When they attack the 
« perioiteum, the ſwelling has all the ap- 
« pearance of a ſwelling of the bone, by 
« being firm and cloſely connected with it.” 
When matter is formed, it is not true 
pus, but a ſlimy matter.” How could 
the Profeſſor look for pus, when the bone 
and perioſteum were to be the only parts 
from out of which the venereal matter was 


to be formed? Where did he ever find, and 


what was the diſeaſe in which it was found, 


that pus was produced in any quantity out of 
perioſteum and bone? *© Theſe pains are 
* commonly periodical, or have their exa- 


* cerbations, being worſt in the night; this 


is common to other achs or pains, eſpe- 
* cially of the rheumatic kind, which the 
*« venereal pains reſemble very much.” — 
When the pain is the firſt ſymptom, it 
* affords no diſtinguiſhing mark of the diſ- 
«eaſe; it is therefore often taken for the 
© rheumatiſm,” 


Page 329, 
Of the Effects of the Poiſon on the Conſtitution. 


I really thought, and do believe his read- 
ers thought ſo alſo, that the Profeſſor had 
ParxT III. 8 been 
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been for ſome time treating on * the ef. 


« fects of the poiſon on the conſtitution.” 
* The poiſonous matter produces fever, 
„ which is of the flow kind; and when it 
continues a conftderable time, it produces 
* what is called a hectic diſpoſition ; ariſing 
« from a cauſe which the conſtitution can- 
« not overcome. While this exiſts, it is 
e impoſſible that any thing falatary can go 
* on in the conſtitution. The patient loſes 
e his appetite, or even if his appetite is 


“ good, loſes his fleſh, becomes reſtleß, 


+ loſes ſleep, and looks fallow.” 


Vulgar as the Profeſſor has deſcribed this 
ſymptomatick fever, yet I acquieſce to the 
truth of it. But I mean to aſk him a quel- 
tion before we proceed, and I mean to put 
this queſtion ſeriouſly home to the Profeſſor; 
I mean to probe him to the quick; I mean 
to try if I can at any rate extort from him- 
ſelf that confeſſion, which I have already 
expoſed for him, he not voluntarily treat- 
ing upon 1t where he ought, and where he 
Enew, from his own internal evidence of the 
truth, that he ought to have treated upon it 
Why did he not treat of a ſymptomatick 
fever accompanying a bubo ? Why ſaid he 

nothing 


( 139 ) 
nothing of a harraſſed conſtitution then? 
Why ſaid he not then, that © while this ex- 
« iſts, it is 1mpoſſible that any thing ſalu- 
« tary can go on?” Why this was his rea- 
ſon, and I challenge him upon it: I muſt 
not here tell theſe truths; it is impoſſible for 
me in the ſame breath to atteſt, in the ſo- 


lemn manner which I do, that I have diſ- 


perſed every bubo but three, and go liberally, 
as I ought, into the deſcription of ſympto- 
matick fever accompanying bubo. The truth 
will come ſo near to the falſehood, as to gall 
its kibe. The common truth will joſtle the 
falſehood. 


** There are a number of local appear- 
* ances mentioned by Aſtruc and his follow- 
© ers; the cancer, ſcrofula, rheumatiſm, and 
* gout, &c.” And do not the Profeſſor 
and his few remaining followers mention 
ſomething ſimilar, but worſe? Whenever 
the venereal diſeaſe produces pain ſimilar 
to rheumatiſm, Aſtruc, in order to define 
that ſymptom, calls it venereal rheumatiſm; 
implying that the diſeaſe is venereal, and in 


this inſtance like to a rheumatiſm. The 


Profeſſor ſays, that the venereal diſeaſe pre- 
diſpoſes the conſtitution to theſe rheumatick 
A 82 affec- 
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| ( 140 ) 
affections. How can that be, when the 
pains come on as venereal, when nothing 
but the venereal diſeaſe itſelf provokes them, 
and when the venereal diſeaſe is the cauſe? 
Aſtruc is right, and the Profeſſor is wrong, 
Aſtruc is the ſubſtance, the Profeſſor the 
ſhadow, which * the ſubſtance, and 
proves it to be true 


Page 331. Chap. III. 


General Obſervations on the Cure of the Lues 
Venerea. 


© To cure the local and viſible effects of 
ce the diſeaſe, we muſt attack it through 
te that medium by which it was communi- 
« cated, that is, the blood, without how- 
« ever conſidering the blood itſelf as a diſ- 
« eaſed part, or containing the poiſon, but 
&« as the vehicle of our medicine, which 
ce will be carried by it to every part of the 
Te body where the poiſon was carried, and 
ein its courſe it will act on the diſeaſed ſo- 
» lids.” 


I am pleaſed to find, that the Profeſſor 


has been ſo gracious as to permit me to ap- 
pcal 
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neal to ſo round a declaration of his opi- 
nion, that the venereal diſeaſe is at leaſt 
communicated to the blood. But how are 
we to reconcile the paradox, that the blood 
itſelf, in conſequence, is not to be conſi- 
tered as a part diſeaſed? What has pro- 
duced the hectick or ſymptomatick fever ? 
What does the Profeſſor himſelf define this 
fever to originate from? Does he not ſay 
that it © ariſes from a cauſe the conſtitution 


cannot overcome?“ But I promiſe him that 


he ſhall hear more of this hereafter. If the 
poiſon paſſed through the ſame vehicle, and 
mixed with the ſame fluid that afterwards . 
carried its antidote, and if it be confeſſed by 
the Profeſſor, that the action of mercury 
brings on a diſeaſed habit, how can he deny 
this action in the former, and aſſert it in the 
latter? If the venereal diſeaſe, by the na- 
tural conſtitutional effort to get rid of it, 
out of the conſtitution altogether, ſhews it- 
ſelf in the throat, or in any other part of the 
body, it proves to common underſtanding, 
that it is acting on the blood itſelf, and that 
the blood in the extreme veſſels betrays the 
contamination, both in the throat by ulcer, 
and on all other parts by appcarances tending 
to ulcerate, as well as by the hectick ſymp- 


toms 
® Page 329. | 
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toms already deſcribed; and that theſe hee. 
tick ſymptoms, inſtead of ariſing © from a 
c cauſe the conſtitution cannot overcome,” 
ariſe, as it is proved, from an effort in the 
conſtitution to overcome the cauſe, and 
which effort is ſucceſsful, when there is an 
end to them, and when the patient recovers; 
for if it were otherwiſe, if theſe hectick 
ſymptoms were not, or could not be over. 
come, every patient muſt die, who was once 
attacked by them. | 


Vat « In the fit ſtage of the diſeaſe,” ſays the 
Profeſſor, © before it -begins to ſhow itſelf 
“ externally, the patient has generally rigors, 
hot fits, headachs, and all the ſymptoms 
* of an approaching fever.” Yet the blood 
is not diſeaſed! Is it poſſible that the 
blood is not diſeaſed, and yet that it is 
diſeaſed ? If that be poſſible, why then 
the: Profeſſor may be right! If the blood 
-were a tube -inſtead of a fluid, if the blood 
were a veſſel, and not the fluid contained 
within the veſſel, why then the Profeſſor may 
be right ! But the fact being the direct con- 
trary, it muſt be the blood which is contami- 
nated, and it is the blood which affects the 


veſſels, and acts upon them ſo as to produce 
88 ulcers. 


'( "243 e 
ulcers. But then the Profeſſor may aſk, if 
it be the blood which is contaminated, if. it 
he the blood which produces theſe effects 
upon the ſurface, why are ſuch effects found 
on particular parts, andnot on general 
parts? I will anſwer him, for I mean not to 
to leave him a loop-hole. - It is confeſſed 
by us both, that the diſeaſe may appear 
on any part of the body; but the rea- 
ſon why it appears more frequent in the 
throat, the mouth, and noſe, is, becauſe the 
circulation of the blood is carried more home 
to the ſurface of theſe parts, than on any 
others of the body. Without anatomical aſſiſ- 
tance to teach us the fact, we know that the 
lighteſt external violence will produce bleed- 
ings there, and ſometimes theſe bleedings 
there are ſpontaneous. And now that I have 
anſwered him in this particular, I will aſk 
him a general ' queſtion. Why does the 
conſtitution endeavour at all to. throw off 
obnoxious qualities? Why has every diſ- 
eaſe ' that we know its own particular 
ymptoms? Why are the ſmall-pox, meaſles, 
fevers of all claſſes, ſcrophula, ſcurvy, all ſo 
particularly marked ? But throughout the 
great work we are not reconciled to this new 
opinion of the Profeſſor, How it is poſſible 
for 
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for a fluid to receive an ingredient, without 


1 

partaking of that ingredient. There is one ne 
way how that might happen, which is y tru 
two fluids not incorporating. When it i ano 
conſidered how the virus gets into the blood will 
by the fineſt of all veſſels, when it is conſi-¶ blo 
dered how it circulates in that blood, and in; 
when the length'of time that it circulate i: : 
is allo taken into the account, I believe there wh; 
will not remain another being who even pre- no. 
tends to be a reaſonable one, that will adopt kno 
this new opinion of the Profeſſor. af 
Dot 

I ſhould be very ſorry to put this new opi- the 
nion to the teſt after a certain manner, be app 
cauſe the regard that I have for the perſon at t 
of the Profeſſor is much more exalted, than !tin 
that which I have for his new opinions. Sup not 

- poſe that a load of ſublimate was thrown intq lane 
the river head, and ſuppoſe that the Profeſſoſi and 
was in earneſt with this theory, and that h noc 
was to inſiſt upon drinking of this water tion 
| becauſe though © it conveyed the poiſon, it eck 
was not contaminated by it ;” ſhould I no chil 
"inſtantly call ſome powerſul aſſiſtance to mei puſt 
ſhould we not ſieze him, bind him, and re not 
ſtrain him at any rate from committing ſudi "ro! 
an act of deſperation |! 3 


But 
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But now it is time for us to drop argu- 
ment, and appeal to facts, by which the 
truth of this great queſtion is aſcertained; and 
mother truth, formerly contended for by me, 
will be aſcertained alſo, namely, that the 
plood is infected, and that that infection can be 
imparted, by the laws of circulation, to afætus 
in utero, from the infected mother.“ This 1s 
what the Profeſſor denies, and this is what Jam 
now about to prove. Does the Profeſſor not 
know the name of Lynn, and that he is 
a ſurgeon to the Weſtminſter Hoſpital ?— 
Does he not know that a child was born, on 
the twenty-ſecond day after the ſmall-pox had 
appeared upon the mother; and that the child 
at the time of its birth was covered with di- 
ſtinct puſtules all over its body? Does he 
not know that ſome pus was taken upon a 
lancet from one of theſe puſtules on the face, 
and that with this lancet another child was 
noculated in both arms; that the inflamma- 
tion began to appear on the ſeventh day, on 
each arm; and that on the eleventh day the 

child ſickened ; and that on the twelfth the 
puitules of the diſtinct ſort appeared? Was 
not this very caſe put into the hands of the 
Profeſſor ; and did he not refuſe to read this 


PART III. T well- 
* Vide, Wiſeman. Fol. Edit. p. 491. 
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well-atteſted fact, before the Royal Society, 
| becauſe he knew that it would at once effec. 

tually deſtroy the flimſy fabrick in theory, 
' which he was erecting, and render his real 
proſpect of reputation from ſo feeble a foun- 
dation, as deceitful as a dream? Did the Pro- 
feſſor not know of this caſe, before this great 
work came forth to the world ? Are there 
not two more caſes of children born with 
variolous eruptions, whilſt their mothers had 
laboured under this very diſeaſe, recorded in 
the London Medical Journal ?* The Profeſ- 
ſor's friends thus riſe up in judgement againſt 
him. Nay, he even condemns himſelf, for 
he tells us, as plain as his words can tell it, 
te that a diſeaſed woman bore twins that had 
e blotches upon them at their birth, and 
ce died ſoon after; and that © another girl, 
« about two years old, whom the diſeaſed 
'*& mother ſuckled, was alſo covered with 
<« blotches when ſhe came to the hoſpital.” 
He yet goes farther, that © the mother and 
« child went into the ſalivation ward; that 


eee the child took no mercury, but that its 


te gums became a little ſore; and that the 
«© blotches got well!“ TT Whenever the Pro- 
feſſor 


Vol. 3d, Part 2. Mr. Jenner, Painſwick. 
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feſſor affects to exerciſe his faculties in pa- 
pers, upon a © new opinion,” and upon © aſ- 
« certained experiments,” let him read them 
hereafter to his grandmother ! 


« T have aſſerted, that what will cure an 

« action, will not cure a diſpoſition ; if ſo, 
« we ſhould puſh our medicine no further 
than the cure of the viſible effects of the 
« poiſon, and allow whatever parts may be 
« contaminated to come into action after- 
« wards.” My readers ſurely cannot yet 
have forgotten, the famous experiments made 
upon the ever to be remembered caſe, which 
was ſo lately remarked upon ; there they 
will find, that the Profeſſor cured the local 
actions firſt for four months intentionally, 
and then altogether ; but then intentionally 
he gave not enough of mercury to cure the 
conſtitutional action that was to be. No, 
lays he, it was meant to do no more than to 
cure the gland locally, without giving 
enough to prevent the conſtitution from 
being contaminated.“ Mercury was 
* now applied the ſecond time for thoſe ef- 
© tects of the poiſon from the conſtitution, 
but ſtill only with a view to palliate. 
* Mercury was now taken in ſufficient 
T 2 « quantity 
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x quantity, and for a proper time to c com. 
e plete 1 the cure.“ * 


Feeble as my powers are, in producing at- 
teſtations from one page, to contradict atteſ- 
tations in another ; yet ſo many have! 
brought, and ſo many have I overlooked ; 
ſuch violations of truth, ſuch inconceivable 
prevarications have I confronted with each 
other, that even the credit of caſes, and the 
credit of experiments, which ought to be 
conſidered as ſacred, are ſhaken ! But enough 
of the alarm that I expreſs ; I heartily wiſh 
that when reflection came over me, I could 
treat it more lightly. I ſhould rejoice if 
that theſe new opinions: and aſſertions of the 
. Profeſſor were, 1n their effect, only laugh- 
able or amuſing ! F Ut they could only be con- 
ſidered as a mere play game If his argu- 
ments were but like nine-pins in a Dutch 
ſkittle-ground, firſt ſet up to be knocked 
down, and then to be ſet up again! 


Page 320, 
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Page 334. 
Of the Uſe of Mercury in the Cure of the Lues 


Venerea. 
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« Mercury, in the lues venerea, 1s the l 
great ſpecifick, and hardly any thing elfe ä 
« js to be depended upon.” To this I agree, = 
« It is neceſſary that we ſhould always con- = 
« fider well the effects of this medicine, 1 
both on the conſtitution at large, and the = 
„ diſeaſe for which it is given,” To this J KH 
agree alſo. | 


Mercury is carried into the conſtitu- 
© tion, either externally by the ſkin, or in- 
* ternally by the mouth.“ So that it now 
appears, that we ſhould, in another page 
already remarked upon, have read for inter- 
nal by the ſkin, external by the ſkin. *--- Jl; 
sometimes it happens, that the abſor- 1 
bents on the ſkin will not readily receive 1 
*1t; at leaſt, no effect will be produced 
* either on the diſeaſe or conſtitution, from 
* ſuch application.” And has the Profeſſor 
found out this truth alſo at laſt? It would 
appear that this page was intended to apolo- = | 
gize for, and correct a former page; for there WM 
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R 
it is not only aſſerted, but atteſted alſo, 
that a given quantity of mercury will cure 
a chancre of a given ſize, in a given time. 
And this, ſays the Profeſſor, is not ſpecu- 
te lation, but the reſult of experience. 


« Preſſing a ſmall ſore with red precipitate, 
* produces ſalivation; it ſhows that ſores 
<« are good abſorbing ſurfaces, eſpecially too, 


6e when we know that lues venerea gene- gre 
« rally ariſes from a chancre,” If any per- gur 
p ſon were to aſk me what is underſtood in 
ſurgery by the word ſore,” I ſhould not : 
de able to inform him, it not being a term Il ©t 
of art; of courſe, it conveys no idea of any 2 
part of that art. It is a vulgar expreſſion, 1 
meaning to point out generally any part ag- tre. 
grieved. But the real injury done to the ef 
part, muſt be defined not by the word © fore,” tha 
but by that word which is fitting to define Ml Fo 
the exact condition of the part. But the for 
: Profeſſor hath made uſe of this low, vulgar, e 
| indefinite word to wounds, abſceſſes, ul- Ml 'on 


cers, excoriations, and blotches on the ſkin, 
Sometimes he ſays, ** theſe ſores or ulcers,” 
and ſametimes, © a wound or common ſore.” 
Which does the Profeſſor chooſe that it 
ſhould be here? If he chooſes that it ſhould 
mean 


Enn 


that in another page he ſays, © I am in- 
« clined to think that wounds are bad ab- 
« ſorbing ſurfaces, eſpecially when I con- 
« fider that few morbid poiſons are abſorbed 
« from wounds.” * And yet this very Pro- 


point of a lancet! Theſe are ſome of his 
bright, rare, and happy thoughts in the 
great work! Theſe are his © rari nantes in 
gurgite vaſto! 


« two kinds, the one on the conſtitution, 
the other on ſome parts capable of ſecre- 
tion.“ To 1lluſtrate theſe actions, I ſhall 
treat my readers with another caſe from out 
of the great work; and I do aſſure them, 


For if they ſucceed to illuſtrate the truth 
tor which he appeals to them, a thouſand 
to one but that they go point blank againſt 
ſome other ſolemn atteſtations, which he has 


poſition. I am aware of my expreſſions ; 
I will never recall them. It ſhall ſoon be 


ſeen, 
7 Page 60, 
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mean wound, why then I will inform him 


{ſor inoculates for the ſmall-pox with the 


« The viſible effects of mercury are of 


that I begin to dread a peruſal of his caſes. 


laboured to impreſs us with the belief of, 
and which afterwards prove to be groſs im-- 
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| Gen, if my juſtification be not ready at 
hand. It ſhall ſoon be ſeen, if I do not 
prove him perſonally guilty of this very 
charge! 

* A gentleman rubbed in mercurial oint- 
ce ment for the reduction of two buboes. He 
ee had only rubbed in a few times, when it 
ce affected his conſtitution fo much, that it 
was neceſſary to leave it off. He was 
ce ſeized with feveriſh complaints of the hec- 
&« tic kind, a ſmall quick pulſe, debility, loſs 
te of appetite, no ſleep, and night ſweats, He 
<* took the bark, with James's powders, and 
* aſſes milk, and gradually got rid of theſe 
complaints.“ Before I proceed, I ſhall po- 
ſitively declare; that none of theſe ſymptoms 
were brought on by the little mercury, but 
they were abſolutely ſymptoms from the ve- 
nereal bubo ; and this is further proved by 
what he ſays next. As the buboes were 
_ « advancing, it was neceſſary to have recourſe 
to mercury again; and I told him, that 
te now it would not produce the ſame effects 
« ſo quickly, nor ſo violently as before. He 
* rubbed in a conſiderable quantity, without 
« his conſtitution or mouth being affected, 


but the buboes ſuppurating, made me or- 
cc der 


1 * 153 5 
« "ter? it to os ws fs t ag” "I I 
« sithout producing. any . diſagreeable CY ; 4 3 
« fects.” This ill further, if it were ne- "= 
eſſary, goes to prove, that the firſt: febrile _ 
ymptoms were ſymptoms from bubo. But 
[ beg pardon, | fer 3 inter pting g the Profeſſor 4 
in this intereſting hiſtory. I think his tory, 
kft off with the {uppuration« of -buboes, and 
favourable effects of mercury. Now let bim 
proceed. . ff The buboes took on a healing * 
« diſpoſition | for a while, and then "Hoe 
1 ſtationary, ſhowing that a new diſpoſition 
« was. forming. He was then directed to 
„leave off the ointment, and to bathe in 
* the ſea, which he did, and the buboes be- 
gan to heal. In about three weeks, how-. 
ever, it was thought neceſſary to rub in 
* again, and when he began, which was the 
6 fourth time, it had almoſt an immediate 
and violent effect upon his mouth. He 
left off again, till his mouth became a lit- 
* tle better, and then returned to the x mer- 


nat . 

as cury a fifth time, and was able to go on 

= F f with it.“ The Profeſſor has adduced this * 
* aſe to ſhew the viſible. effecks, and 1 may 


* lay, the poiſonous effects of an improper 

quantity of mercury injudiciouſly thrown - 
into the conſtitution, And ſo far as it proves 
r — 


LL : ? 8 
ns wig 8 
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, that! it was injudiciouſſy adminiſtered, I think 


the caſe is much in point. But now it is my 
duty to apply this caſe againſt the Profeſſor, 
to prove him by it guilty of intentional 


omiſſions, of contradictory opinions, and of 


what is yet more painful, as it is impoſſible 
to ſeparate, in this inſtance, the man from 
the act, ſome falſe atteſtations. And to be- 
gin with his omiſſions. Why did the Pro- 
feſſor, in his definition of the incipient ymp- 
toms of inflammatory bubo, omit theſe very 
{ymptoms which he has here deſcribed, and 
which he has here wrongly carried to the ac- 
count of mercury ? | 


Why has the Profeſſor fo roundly aflerted, 


that the venereal diſeaſe was at an end, when 


the new diſeaſe came on ? That mercury had 
cured the venereal diſeaſe, ſo far as it was 
venereal ; and that fo far as it was not vene- 

real, ſea-bathing, hemlock, opium, and falt- 


water poultices would be the only finiſhing 


ſyſtem? Has he not here reſorted to mer- 
cury five times? If mercury were not neceſ- 
fary in his former theory, how happens it 
that it ſhould be neceſſary in his preſent prac- 
tice ? What ſort of traffick does the Profeſ- 
lor call this trading voyage, of ſending his pa- 

tient 


( 155 ) 


tient to tha with the new diſeaſe, and of the 
return of the ſame to his cuſtom-houſe, with 
the old diſeaſe ? How does he claſs it? It 
certainly is not ſo profitable to the capital, 
and of courſe not ſimilar in its effect, but in 
appearance, this diſpatch of the Profeſſor 
is not unlike that of a country farmer, who 
ſends hay to London 1n the ſame cart that 
returns with manure | 


And now for the falſe atteſtations ! Has 
not the Profeſſor formerly atteited, that, by 
his own peculiar art, he could fay with 
truth, that ſince the year 1761, he had diſ- 
perſed every bubo but three ? And that theſe 
were not two out of the three, I will prove, 
becauſe he ſays, by virtue of that very art, 
although they did come to abceſs, yet ſo in- 
ſignificant was that abceſs, that they ſoon 
got well. How came this potent power of 
the Profeſſor! this Belliſle infallibility ! to de- 
ſert him in this inſtance before us? Or was 
his memory ſo weak, as to betray him into 
this dilemma ? But not only this atteſtation, 
but many more throughout the great work, 
are eaſily ſeen through. Their intentions 
were never but to one object, and that was, 
od captandum vulgus, a miſerable expedient ! 

U 2 Theſe 
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Theſe are the traits that exonerate me. No 
man ſhall ſoften my rigour, but by ſatisfy. 


ing my mind that it has been unjuſtly ap- 


plied. The crimes which I have attacked 


could not be puniſhed by any other means 
than through the preſs. Such the Profeſſor 
hath publiſhed, and ſuch profeſſional crimes 


have I expoſed. 


Apropos. Having now cloſed the ac- 
count of the blood being, and not being con- 
taminated, of the Belliſle infallibility, of the 
new diſeaſe, and of the extraordinary cir- 


cumſtance of fever accompanying bubo ; let 


us no longer inſult the two actions“ by 
ſilence. I have formerly laid it down as a 
« principle, that no new action will take 
place whilſt the body is under the bene- 
« ficial operation of mercury *. 

If there be really a partnerſhip formed 
when venereal buboes aſſume the ſcrophul- 
ous diſeaſe during the uſe of mereury, how 
does the Brofeſſor conduct himſelf in ſuch 
a dilemma ? What is his proceſs ? Does he 
follow the legal method? Does he bring 
his two actions ſeparately or jointly ? Or is 

his 


Page 241. 


1 


his cauſe in ſo bad a condition as to ſuffer a 


nonſuit! 


Page 341. 


2. Of the Quantity of Mercury neceſſary to 
be given. 


« Two circumſtances are, however, ſtrictly 

« to be attended to in the adminiſtration of 
« the medicine; which are, the time in 
« which any given quantity is to be thrown 
« in, and the effects it has on ſome parts of 
« the body, as the ſalivary glands, ſkin, or 
« inteſtines.” I think to theſe two circum- 
ſtances that I ſhould have added a third, which 
is the effect that mercury hath upon the dif- 
caſe for which it was given: and when the 
profeſſor omitted this, I wonder that he did 
not forget mercury alſo, as well as the diſeaſe 
tor which it was a cure. Many times I have 
een the diſeaſe give way to mercury before I 
have ſeen any other effect from it; and I 
have been often left with a perſuaſion that 
mercury was acting upon the conſtitution by 
this ſolitary inſtance. I will go farther in 
laying, that I ſhould rejoice if I ſaw always, 
that the venereal ſymptoms yielded before 
other 
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other ſymptoms of the action of mercuty 
came on, as I ſhould by that means be able 
to continue the ſame quantity with the plea. 
ſing proſpect of doing all that was good, of 
effecting a cure of venereal ſymptoms with- 
out incurring a difeaſe of the conſtitution by 
mercury. For I conſider mercury in over 
doſes as a poiſon to the conſtitution. The 
Profeſſor goes ſo far as to confeſs that mer- 
cury is capable of affecting the body very ma- 
terially; that it produces local diſeaſes; and 
that it is alfo capable of retarding the cure 
cc of chancres, buboes, and certain effects of 
te the lues venerea.” But then he ſays, as 
if he had forgotten the caſe which I laſt gave, 
where he returned to mercury five times, 
after the poiſon has been deſtroyed,” 
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3. Of the ſenſible Effects of Mercury upon Parts, 


The ſenſible effects of mercury upon 
parts are too well known. Therefore I ſhall 
only remark, that all theſe effects, and the 
condition of the blood itſelf, prove to my 
ſatisfaction, that mercury tends to reduce 
the conſtitution into a ſtate very ſimilar to 

Ep that 
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that in which a patient with ſtrong ſcorbu- 
tick ſymptoms 1s found. And that this idea, 
as far as a ſpeculative idea can lead us to 
aſcertain a fact, does go to the aſcertaining 
of this fact. For by the ſtrength of this 
knowledge, we ſuſpend the uſe of mercury, 
we proceed in reſtoring the conſtitution by 
every remedy that 1s the moſt powerfully an- 
tiſcorbutick. And when the conſtitution is 
thus reſtored from ſuch reduced condition, 
we have recourſe to mercury again, but not 
in the large quantity which we had before 
been giving; for if we did, and if miſchief 
again followed, it would appear that our 1g- 
norance was more than common, that it 
was incorrigible, and that we could not pro- 
it from the experience of our former mis- 
wrtune, For it is but reaſonable to fup- 
poſe, that, if we were to puſh mercury fo far, 
as to bring on again ſymptoms ſimilar to 
to thoſe which induced us before to ſuſpend 
it, we are gaining no ground in eradicating 
the venereal diſeaſe ; but that we are, by ſuch 
a practice, only debilitating the conſtitution, 
and protracting the diſeaſe. 


Page 
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Page 344- ; 
Of the Action of Mercury. 


I am extremely ſorry, that my fixed limi. 


tation will not permit me to enlarge upon 
this hes. I have peruſed the opinions of 
many authors, * I have weighed their argu- 
ments, and I haye watched, with a jealous 
eye, the opinions of the Profeſſor ; I have 
alſo compared theſe opinions, and meaſured 
them by the beſt of all ſtandards, by the re- 
ſult of practice, 
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* Mercury can have but two modes of 


action; one upon the poiſon, and the other 


upon the conſtitution ; we can hardly 
ſuppoſe it to act both ways.“ If the 
firſt were the action of mercury, then we 
might reaſonably ſuppoſe, that quantity 
alone would be the thin g to be depended 
upon; if the ſecond, that the quantity of 
evacuation would be the principal circum- 
ſtance.” % But if it act upon the prin- 
ciple of deſtroying the diſeaſed action of 


the living parts, counteracting the vene- 
real irritation by producing another of a 


different 
* Howard, Kirkland, Swediaur. 


1 
« different kind, then neither quantity alone: 
« nor evacuation, will avail much ; but it 
« will be quantity, joined with ſenſible ef- 
« fects, that will produce the quickeſt cure, 
« which from experience we find to be the 
« caſe,” 


Ican find no other way of reaſoning upon 
this queſtion, than by referring my readers 
to the real effects, both of the venereal poi- 
ſon, and of mercury, . upon the conſtitution. 
And as I have already endeavoured to prove, 
and I truſt, with ſome ſatisfactory, if not 
convincing argument, that the blood cannot 
but be infected by venereal virus; and as it 
appears to our ſenſes as ſtrong as any fact 
poſſibly can, that by the action of mercury, 
the blood, in particular, and the conſtitution 
in general, are alſo affected; then there can 
be no longer a myſtery about the action of 
mercury in effecting a cure, ſo far as that 
cure 18 evident to our ſenſes. For if we 
hiow that the blood is under the venereal 
Influence, and if we know that the action of 
mercury deſtroys that influence, then this is 
all that it is poſſible for us to know, and per- 
haps as much as is neceſſary to be known. 
This is alſo {till further evident to our ſenſes, 

1 that 
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that neither ſpecifick given quantities of 
mercury, nor certain evacuations produced 
by it, will always cure the venereal diſeaſe. 
The quantity to be given depends upon tlie 
conſtitution that is to receive it, and the con- 
dition of the conſtitution at the time of re- 


ceiving it. It is by the action of mercury, 
that we are to be guided; by its relative ac- 
tion, in removing the venereal ſymptoms, in 
particular, and by its action upon the con- 
ſtitution, in general. If we find that the 
venereal ſymptoms encreaſe, whilſt the action 
of mercury upon the conſtitution in general 
is encreaſed, we are not juſtified in purſuing 
the remedy, until we have amended the con- 
ſtitution. But ſeeing that it ſeldom occurs, 
that the venereal ſymptoms do not retire, as 
the viſible action of mercury upon the con- 
ſtitution advances, I do not heſitate to ſay, 
that we are authoriſed to puſh mercury until 


we find, at leaſt, that our intention is diſap- 


pointed. For if we were not to adopt this 
practice, the power which we depend upon 


may not have been exerted with ſufficient 


force for obtaining the intended end ; and 


we may be thus purſuing the diſeaſe, with- 
out ever overcoming it. 


This 
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This leads me to make ſome few remarks 
upon the opinions of thoſe who have lately, 
with much philanthropy, adviſed the giving 
of mercury in very ſmall doſes, to cure the 
yenereal diſeaſe. The pleaſure reſulting 
from the exhibition of a mild remedy, to 
deſtroy a dreadful diſeaſe, cannot be confined 
to the theoriſt who has enforced it, nor to the 
ſuffering invalid. It is a general defideratum 
in humanity. And ſo far every ſurgeon 
will always have in view the admmiſtration 
of as little mercury, and ſo guard, with un- 
remitting attention, its action, that as little 
miſchief ſhall be produced from the admi- 
niſtration of it as poſſible. But I truſt that 
theſe humane and ſenſible advocates will not 
blame me for declaring, that I cannot go 
with their opinions, ſo far as I could wiſh. 
As long as I ſee that I can controul the ef- 
fects of mercury, and as long as I experience 
that the ſymptoms of the lues venerea, in ge- 
neral, decline, when the effects from mercury 
advance, I ſhall continue to puſh mercury. 
And my reaſon for ſo doing is, becauſe I ſee 
no danger to be dreaded from it; becauſe in 
general, the venereal diſeaſe is cured by theſe 
means, and without any bad conſequences; 


becauſe, if I gave mercury in ſmall doſes, I 
X 2 muſt 


will triumph over the weak efforts of its an- 


( 164 ) 
muſt purſue the courſe alonger time; becauſe, 
by ſuch delay, the virulence of the diſeaſe 


tidote ; and becauſe I mult, after all, appeal 
to an encreaſed quantity of mercury, and 
which encreaſed quantity, given in this late 
. ſtage, will not operate with that beneficial 
effect, it would in an earlier. For at any 
rate, the diſeaſe and the cure are a bloody 


battle of poiſons, and the poor conſtitution 
is the field of action. 


The Profeſſor has not fallen into this pro- 
poſed method of curing the venereal diſeaſe, 
by mercury in ſmall doſes, neither locally nor 
conſtitutionally ; for the local ſymptoms, he 
hath formerly ſaid, require for their cure, 
more mercury than the conſtitutional. < The 
practice muſt vary, according to circum- 
* ſtances ; if the diſeaſe is in a violent de- 
* oree, leſs regard muſt be had to the conſti- 
*© tution, and the mercury is to be thrown 
ee in in large quantities.“ To cure the 
diſeaſe, whether in the form of chancre, 
** bubo, or lues venerea, probably the ſame 
ee quantity is neceſlary.”---< I believe that 
ff the recent, upon the whole, are more dif- 
« ficult 


* 
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« ficult of cure. Here I do not find fo 
much to blame in the Profeſſor, as I do to 
praiſe, To reſiſt doctrines inculcated by 
ſtrong theoretick arguments; to withſtand 
appeals to humanity, perſuaſively enforced 
by a Kirkland and a Swediaur ; to. be able 
to keep our ground, in ſpite of ſuch ſeducing 
temptations ; to be -able to purſue truth, 
notwithſtanding formidable conſequences 
may ſometimes affright us; to follow it 
through difficulties, unawed by cenſure, re- 
quire a firmneſs, not always to be found 
where 1t 18 moſt commonly looked for.. And 
in commendation of this theory of the Pro- 
feſſor, of his keeping up to the ſpirit of the 
intention of cure by mercury, I prove myſelf 
to be more actuated by the force of truth, 
than by any other principle that may be al- 
edged againſt me. And here if I had acted 
otherwiſe, the friends of the Profeſſor, and 
my enemies, if ſuch there be, might have ex- 
claimed with the immortal bard, The adder 
hiſſeth where the ſweet birds fing,” 
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07 the different Methods of giving Mercury 


externally and internally. 


© Mercury is beſt applied © externally,” 
in formof ointment.”---<* If the ſymptoms 
are mild in the firſt order of parts, and 
the patient not accuſtomed to mercury, or 
it 18 known that he cannot bear the medi- 
cine in great quantity, and it is intended 
to conduct the cure by almoſt inſenſible 
means, 1t 1s proper to begin with ſmall 


quantities. One ſcruple, or half a 


dram of an ointment made of equal parts 
of quick-ſilver and hogs-lard, rubbed in 
every night for four or ſix nights, will be 
ſufficient to begin with. If the mouth is 


not affected, the quantity may be gradu- 


ally increaſed, till two or three drams are 
rubbed in at each time. But if the firſt 
quantity has affected the mouth, we may 
be almoſt certain, that the glands of the 
mouth are very ſuſceptible of the mercu- 
rial ſtimulus. Therefore it will be proper 
to wait two or three days, till that effect 


2 — to go off. When we _ the ſe- 


« cond 


« cond-time, the quantity may be gradually 
« jncreaſed, at leaſt a ſcruple every time, till 
« two drams, or more, is rubbed in each 
night, which may be done without affect- 
« ing the patient a ſecond time very conſi- 
« derably, as has been obſerved, If all the 


« ſymptoms gradually diſappear, there is no 


« more to be done, but to continue this 
« practice a fortnight longer by way of ſe- 
« curity ,” 


But why continue the practice a © fort- 
night longer,” if mercury will not cure a 
diſpoſition ? I thought it proper to give the 
whole of the Profeſſor's method of adminiſ- 
tering mercury by friction, in the ſimpleſt of 
all venereal attacks, in order that my readers 
may be able to aſcertain the true and intrin- 
ſick merit, the ſuperior and ſucceſsful effect 
of the practice of the Profeſſor, as acquired 
in the year of our Lord 1761, during the ex- 
pedition to Bellifle. And now I leave thoſe, 
whoſe ſagacity penetrates deeper than mine, 
whoſe powers are better calculated for ren- 
dering inſignificant meaſures important, and 
whoſe higheſt quality is to annex infallibi- 
lity to names, to extol to the ſkies, as they 
ought, the above inſtructions of the Profeſ- 

ſor 5 
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r and to prove to the world what is done 
in this inſtance by him, that has not been as 
well done, and better taught, by authors be- 
fore. Let them refer to the ingenious pam- 
phlet by Howard, on mercury, and there they 
will find more than ever were dreamt of in 
the philoſophy of the Profeſſor. EE 


For an analyſis of the different prepara- 
tions of mercury, I think I ſhall hardly rely 
upon the chemical powers of the Profeſſor ; 
not but that I am confident he thinks him- 
felf fo ſafficient, as not to doubt his own ſuf- 
ficiency. But for the analyſis of the different 
- preparations of mercury given internally, the 
proportionate doſes of each, their preferable 
qualities, and their various actions on the 
venereal diſeaſe, I ſhall refer my readers to 
the late ingenious publication of the learned 
Swediaur, whoſe chemical powers are really 
equal to any pretenſions, and whoſe inde- 
pendence is ſuperior to' all venal ſeduc- 
tion. | 


Page 
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Page 353. 


b. Of the Cure of the Diſeaſe in the ſecend or 
third Stage. 


In the more advanced ages of the diſ- 
taſe, the mercurial courſe muſt be puſhed 
« further. The greateſt quantity of that 
medicine that the patient can bear at a 
„time is to be thrown in, and continued 
with ſteadineſs till there is great reaſon to 
* ſuppoſe the diſeaſe is en. It will 
* not be poſſible in theſe caſes to prevent 
the mouth from being conſiderably af- 
* fected, the quantity of mercury neceſſary 
* to be thrown 1n for the cure of theſe ſtages 
of the diſeaſe, being ſuch as will, in moſt 
caſes, produce the effect.“ 


— 
A 


* 
* 


* 


Friction will anſwer better than giving 
it internally; for in this way we are ſurer 
of throwing in a larger quantity in a 
given time, than could be taken inter- 
nally, without hurting the ſtomach.”- 
; Saws long the courſe is to be Ge 18 
not exactly aſcertained; it may be thought 
proper to continue it till the local ap- 
* pearances, as nodes, have ſubſided ; but 
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I ſuſpect that this is hardly neceſſary, ex- 
« cept they give way readily ; for in ſuch 
caſes, the local complaints, or tumefac- 
tions, &c. generally require a longer time 
« to be removed than the venereal action; 
* and local applications muſt be of ſervice, 
« eſpecially if ſuch tumefactions are ob- 


4 
* 


* 
* 


„ ſhnate.” 


_ Having ſtated to my readers the outline 
of the Profeſſor's adminiſtration of mercury, 
in what he calls the ſecond and third ſtage 
of the diſeaſe, and it appearing evidently 
that he encreaſes the power of mercury by 
an encreaſe of its quantity, in order to over- 
come the diſeaſe in this ſtage of it, I hall 
juſt recall the attention of my readers to 
former theoretick aſſertions of the Profeſſor 
reſpecting the quantity of mercury neceſſary 
to be given, and the comparative difficulty 
of curing the different ſtages of the venereal 
diſeaſe. * To cure a chancre, if large, we 
e may ſuppoſe that the abſorption will be 


« proportioned to the ſurface, and if long 


continued, the abſorption will be accord- 


ing to the time; and if they have been 


“ many, large, and continued long, then 


* the — quantity of mercury is nece{- 


f +. ſary⸗ 
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« fary.”* „ The quantity of mercury for 
* curing a local effect will be nearly as 
„much as the cure of a flight lues ve- 
« nerea. f - A chancre may be ſometimes 
e cured in two weeks, and others require as 
«© many months. The lues venerea may in 
general be cured in one or two months. 
« This ſhews the regularity and irregularity 
« as to time in the cure of each form of the 
« diſeaſe. - 


Secing then that ſuch is the confeſſion of 
the Profeſſor in practice, and ſuch is the 
other and contrary confeſſion in theory, it 
remains for me only to draw this cenclu- 
on. That, whether the great work of the 
Profeſſor be read or not, whether it be ever 
opened again, or continued ſhut up for ever, 
we derive, in this inſtance, neither profit nor 
lois. Seeing then that it appears that chan- 
cre ſtill requires as much or more mercury 
for the cure of it, as it is a longer or ſhorter 
time in curing; and that in lues venerea, it 
is ſtill alſo the ſame; ſeeing chen that mer- 
curial ointment is ſtill rubbed in in largeſt 
quantities for the cure of the moſt ebſtinate 
ymptoms, and in the ſmalleſt for the cure 

* of 
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of the mildeſt ſymptoms ; ſeeing then that 


mercury applied externally, has ſtill the pre- 


ference, and that mercury is ſtill only to be 
depended upon as the grand ſpecifick for 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe; it is ſurely 
high time for me to diſmiſs this unprofitable 
enquiry, and to alk my readers whether it 
be not high time for us all to mak? up our 
ſentiments upon the general ſubject ; and 
whether we ſhould prove ourſelves honeſt 
in our profeſſion, firm in the cauſe of truth, 
and exalted in the value that we ſet upon 
our time, if we did not, without heſitation, 
declare, that Gratiano ſpeaks an infinite 
« deal of nothing, more than any man in 
« all Venice---his reaſons are as two grains 
« of wheat hid in two buſhels of chait ; 
« and when we have them, they are not 
« worth the ſearch !” 


I cannot cloſe this ſubject without paying 
my tribute of gratitude to the memory of 
the unknown author, who, through the 
benevolence of Providence, firſt taught us 
the application of mercury for the cure of 
the venereal diſeaſe. With ſuch an acqui- 
ſition of e ſo neceſſary to the ver) 


being of ſociety, is it poſſible not to feel, 
and 
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and not to expreſs our ſenſe of the bounty, 
without emotions of ecſtaſy ? I may be per- 


mitted, without any ſuperſtitious 1 imputation, 


to indulge the ſame in revery which Tully 
put into practice, when, from the ſame fer- 
vent zeal, he ſought his way through bram- 
bles to the tomb of Archimedes. 1 
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of Diſeaſes ſuppoſed to be Venereal, produced 
by tranſplanted Teeth. | 


Having gone through all the material new 
opinions, and illumined them with ſuch 
conſpicuous embelliſhments as my abilities 
would permit, I congratulate myſelf and 
my readers alſo upon it. And now that my 
expoſition upon the venereal text of the 
Profeſſor is compleat, it only remains for 
me to obſerve upon the ſuppoſed venereal 
diſeaſe produced by tranſplantation of a 
tooth from out of the mouth of a ſubject, 
- whoſe blood is contaminated by venereal 
virus, into the mouth of a ſubject, before 
perfectly ſound. This I ſhall call the hy po- 
crypha to the grea t work of the Profeſſor; 
becauſe he has introduced it to his readers 
not as a true venereal diſeaſe, but as a doubt- 
ful diſeaſe reſembling the venereal. Of this 
Iam as certain as I can be of any truth, 
where my internal evidence of that truth is 
my only director, that if Sir William Wat- 
ſon * had not given to the publick one of 
the fatal inſtances of lues venerca being con- 

veyed 
* Vide London Medical Tranſact. Vol. III. 
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reyed by tranſplantation of tooth, we ſhoul 
not have read a ſingle ſyllable upon the ſub- 
jet from the pen of the Profeſſor. Few 
men accuſe themſelves. - Why did not the 
profeſſor read ſome of theſe caſes before the 
Royal Soctety ? Why have not our medical 
magazines teemed with them? or why has not 
a ſingle hint upon the ſubject eſcaped the ac- 
curate obſervations of theſe medical jour- 
naliſts? The Profeflor, whoſe fame ſounds 
fo far and near, not to catch the opportu- ' 
nity of another breath from the trumpet 
upon this important occaſion ! I will give 
my reaſons for this my poſitive opinion, 
that had it not been for Sir William Wat- 
ſon's caſe, the Profeſſor would have been 
lent upon this ſerious and important queſ- 
tion! 


When the fact which I have before re- 
lated, of a fetus being infected with the 
ſmall- pox in the womb of its mother, was 
proved after the birth of the infant, by a 
child being inoculated and infected from 
it, the Profeſſor refuſed to read that fact 
before the Royal Society; not becauſe it was a 
fact, but becauſe it militated againſt that 
theory which was the fundamental principle 
of 
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of his great work ! For if the blood carinot 
contaminate, that caſe could never have hap- 


pened. And if the blood infected with the 


lues venerea cannot contaminate; ſome of 
the caſes recited by the Profeſſor, could never 
have happened. Therefore the Profeſſor 
muſt of courſe deny that all the ſeven re- 


cited caſes are venereal, or reject his former 


theory as falſe. I will here produce to my 
readers a note from the great work upon 
this point. © It is to be remarked here, 
<« that I do not in the preſent caſe lay any 
<« ſtreſs at all on my opinion of the lues 
* yenerea not having the power of con- 
* tamination ; and I believe we muſt allow, 
<« if theſe are venereal, it muſt have been 
ce the lues venerea in the perſon from whom 
« the tooth was taken; for chancres are 
© not common in the mouth, and they 
« would be ſeen on examination. I be— 
„ heve few diſcharges ſimilar to gonorrhea 
ce take place there.” 


| | But the concern of the Profeſſor is {till 


more extenſive. For it 1s he who hath al- 


moſt alone been conſtantly attending upon 
tranſplanters of teeth; it is he who hath 
for many years embraced moſt of this ho- 
nourable 


ON 
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( 17 ) 
hourable branch of the profeſſion. Whether 
it was revived by him or not in this country, 
| will not pretend to  fay, for I care not 
about it; but I have a profeſſional concern 
in clearing up the point at iſſue betwixt the 
Profeſſor and the dentiſt, on the one part, 
and the profeſſional judgement and honour 
of all the independent part of the faculty, on 
the other. My readers cannot be ſtrangers 
to the frequent alluſions that I have made to 
this fatal ſubject. And I do aſſure them, 1 in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that, in aid to 
my own opinion, from every enquiry which 
have made, I have not as yet found more 
than one * profeſſional man who hath read 
theſe caſes, that 1s not ſatisfied beyond a 
doubt, that the caſe remarked upon by Sir 
William Watſon, and ſome of the other 
caſes; were truly venereal ; and that the ve- 
nereal infection was conveyed from the per- 
ſons from whom the teeth were extracted. 


Let any man read the ſeven caſs furniſhed 
by the Profeſſor, and attend to his remarks 
upon them ; F am confident that he cannot 
then heſitate to declare, that the Profeſſor, 

Pak r III. : Z inſtead 


« This 8 ſaid, that he knew that mercury vf was the 
only cure for them. 


Tm 

inſtead of illuſtrating the ſubject, has la- 
boured to obſcure it; inſtead of coming 
boldly to an explanation of the matter of 
fact, has written a defence; inſtead of con- 
feſſing his errors in opinion, and the evils 


from them in practice, has laboured to pro- 


- 


tect them; has ſtudied with more art, than 
I could have ſuſpected him of, to confound 
the true venzreal caſes with thoſe that were 
the effect of ſimple irritation ; has evidently 
collected and given in upon the ſame ſcroll, 
the caſes which bark cured, with the caſes 
which bark could not cure, although it was 
confeſſedly tried. This diſtinction alone ex- 


plains all the intentional difficulties which 


the Profeſſor has thrown in the way. 


The third caſe given by the Profeſſor, 
which continued three years, was clearly ve- 


nereal, and more clearly ſo than his former 


caſe of three years for aſcertaining expe- 
« riments,” I ſhall produce it before my 


„The third caſe was of a gentleman, 
ce where the tranſplanted tooth remained, 


« without giving the leaſt diſturbance, for 


* about a month, when the edge of the 
| e gum 


th 
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e gum began to ulcerate, and the ulceration 
; « went on till the tooth dropped out. Some 
- Wl © time after, ſpots appeared almoſt every 
| « where in the ſkin; they had not the truly 
| « venereal appearance, but were redder, 

« or more tranſparent, and more circum- 
| « ſcribed. He had alſo a tendency to a 
| « hectick fever, ſuch as a 1eſtleſſneſs, want 
Hof {leep, lols of appetite, and head-ach, 
| After trying ſeveral things, and not find- 
« ing relief, he was put under a courſe of 
| « mercury, and all diſeaſe diſappeared ac- 
% cording to the common courſe of the cure 
| e of the venereal diſeaſe, and we thought 
| him well; but ſome time after, the ſame 
e appearances returned, with the addition 
« of ſwelling in the bones of the metacar- 
pus.“ Before I proceed in the caſe, I aſk 
the Profeſſor, how he came not to ſpecify 


what appearances returned ? Did the ulcers 
in the gum return, as weil as the ſpots upon 
; WH almoſt every where on the ſkin? © He was 


* now put under another courſe of mer- 
* cury more ſevere than the former, andin 
ö * the uſual time all the ſymptoms again 
* diſappeared. Several months after, the 
* ſame eruptions came out again, but not 
* 1n ſo great a degree as before, and with- 
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* out any other attendant ſymptoms.” Here 
— + we find at leaſt no freſh ulcerations « on 
the gum. Perhaps there was none left to 
be ulcerated. But to the caſe. © He a 
cr third time took mercury, but it was s only 
« ten grains of corroſive ſublimate 1 in the 
0 ; © whole, and he got quite well. The time 
ec between his firſt taking mercury and his 
C being cured, was a ſpace of three years.” 
'The Profeſſor only doubts that this caſe was 
venereal, becauſe, after two compleat courſes 
of mercury, it yielded to ten grains of cor- 
roſive ſublimate. And cannot he for once 
reconcile himſelf to ſo obvious a truth? 
Cannot he c conceive that a diſeaſe returning 
the third time, and much more faintly than 
| the two former, and after two compleat 
mercurial courſes, ſhall at laſt yield to even 
leſs than ten ome of C01 roſive ſublimate? 

But how could the Profeſſor flatter him- 
ſelf that, by mixing theſe ſeven caſes in the 
manner that he has, the venereal would not 
be diſtinguiſned by profeſſional men from 
thoſe which were not venereal j ? That pro- 
| feſſional men could not diſcern 1 in the true 
venereal caſes, the local effects of virulent 
irritation, and the conſtitutional affection 


in 
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in conſequence from it? And that they 
could not alſo diſcern the local effects of 
common irritation, where no conſtitutional 
affection was in conſequence produced, and 
where bark did cure, becauſe ſuch did not 
partake of venereal virulence | ? Did the Pro- 
feſſor, for I perſiſt in it, that he has here 
publiſhed a defence of himſelf, a defence of 
the fatal conſequences of his erroneous opi- 
nions, and not an illuſtration of the viru- 
lent effects produced from tranſplantation 
of teeth, conceive, however men uniformed 
may not diſtin guiſh the difference, that 
profeſſional men could not point out the 
ſtricken deer panting with the poiſonous 
ſhafts in their ſides, from thoſe that had 
received a common accidental injury, when 
min gled thus by him in the ſame herd? 
This I can ſmile at, as well as I can at his 
query upon the weak effect of ten grains of 
ſublimate given at that ſtage of the diſeaſe 
that they were, and as well as at his de- 
fining what is the true venereal ſhade of 
colour 1n eruptions upon the ſkin. Theſe 
I call ſubterfuges not worthy to be contro- 
verted, and theſe only prove the verdict 
more inevitable, that muſt be given againſt 
him. | 


I ſhall 


Tm 3 

I ſhall now proceed to give my readers 
my account of the caſe of the young lady, 
and which is alſo given by Sir William 
Watſon in the London Medical Tranſac- 
tions. But as there are ſome facts which 1 
think eſſential to be aſcertaingd, and which 
were overlooked by Sir William, he, I ſup- 
poſe, not then thinking that they were ſo eſ- 
ſential, I have been at the pains, and have 
ſucceeded through the favour of a very va- 
luable friend, and who is not of the pro- 
feſſion, of coming at thoſe facts. I pre- 
ferred this opportunity of aſcertaining them, 
becauſe I was thus enabled to give my pure 
opinion upon the ſubject, that it may not be 
ſaid, I either imbibed the prejudices or par- 

tialities of others. 


This unfortunate tranſaction paſſed in the 
beginning of the year 1784. A lady, aged 
21, was attended at the day appointed for 
tranſplanting an inciſor tooth on the up- 
per jaw, at the deſire of the dentiſt, by the 
Profeſſor. The Profeſſor examined the girl 
from whom the tooth was to be taken, in- 
ſpected the tooth when drawn, and after 
having rubbed it a little with his finger, de- 
0 the tooth to the dentiſt for inſertion. 

| A little 


CRF 

A little uneaſy ſenſation continued for two 
days. At the expiration of that time, that 
ſenſation was felt to encreaſe, and to ſuch 
a degree, that the lady again applied to the 
dentiſt for relief. The dentiſt having exa- 
mined the mouth, conceived it to be a cold 
caught after the operation, and recom- 
mended treating it accordingly, ſaying, that 
he could no otherwiſe account for it. The 
lady went then into the country, the pain 
conſtantly exiſting and encreaſing; ſhe was 
from thence obliged to ſend to town for the 
dentiſt. The dentiſt, after examining her 
mouth, ſaid, he had ſtill hopes of its turning 
out well; but begged, in caſe of continuing 
to grow worſe, that ſhe might come to Lon- 
don, and be in the way of conſtant at- 
tendance. This was accordingly complied 
with, and ſhe remained at the houſe of the 
dentiſt for ten days. 


Here comes in the time when the Pro- 
feſſor ſays, The dentiſt being alarmed at 
the firſt appearance, deſired me to go and 
e ſee her upon his own account. The edge 
of the gum was juſt then beginning to 

ulcerate. As I did not know well what 
* was beſt to be done, I deſired him to make 
a ſtrong 
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a ſtrong ſolution of corroſive ſublimate; 
and let the mouth be often waſhed with 
« it, alſo ſome lint ſoaked in it and applied 
« to the part; but as this did not ſtop its 
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progreſs, ſhe applied to Dr. Watſon, to 
© whoſe account I muſt refer the reader; 
<« and from that account I muſt. take my 
<« materials to reaſon upon.” * 80 far the 
Profeſſor. And before I proceed with my 
caſe, I ſhall clear up a few points with him, 
How came the Profeſſor to be ſo much at a 
loſs, as not to know well what was beſt to be 
done? He who could in a caſe before (the 
fourth) ſtop the hand of another ſurgeon 
from giving mercury, and who cured another 
caſe (the fifth) which he calls a ſimilar, 
and which I deny to be a ſimilar caſe, by 
bark only? He who in the third caſe, and 
which I have already quoted, could try ſc 
veral things, and not find relief, till mer- 
cury was reſorted to? He who can reaſon ſo 
fine, ſo clear, ſo minute, and ſo diſtinct? 
He who can correct others? He who has 


ſeen almoſt all the caſes, and under whoſe 
own immediate wings, the fatal ſyſtem of 
tranſplanting teeth has been foſtered ? He 
not to know well what was beſt to be done, 

therefore 
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therefore applies a ſtrong ſolution of corro- 

five ſublimate! The Profeſſor did not apply 
a ſtrong ſolution of corroſive ſublimate, be- 
cauſe he ſuſpected the ulceration to be vene- 
real ; for how could he, when he denies that 
the infection could be thus conveyed ; but 
becauſe he knew not well what was belt to 
be done! The practice of ſurgery is arrived 
to a fine paſs indeed, when we are to put up 
with ſuch reaſons as theſe |! 


Having for the Preſent diſmiſſed the Pro- 


fefſor, I ſhall again revert to the hiſtory of 
my caſe, 


From the houſe of the dentiſt, the lady 
was removed to Knightſbridge. Mr. Pott 
was ſent for immediately to attend her, 


And here I muſt interrupt my narrative 
of the caſe again, to make way for a few 
more remarks. I am aſtoniſhed that Sir 
William Watſon never mentioned Mr. Pott 
by name. Sir William only ſays, that ſhe 
* was put under the care of an able and ex- 
* perienced ſurgeon, who exerted his utmoſt 
* for her relief.” And the very ingenious 
editor of the London Medical Journal * may 
Part III. A a alſo 

* Vol. vii, Part II. p. 218. 
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alſo profit from this information, by cor. 91 
recting, where he ſays that Sir William fa 
Watſon means by this deſcription Mr. Hun- at 
ter ; as the truth now turns out to be, that ta 
Sir William, under this deſcription, could U 
not mean Mr. Hunter, but Mr. Pott. Singu- 0 
lar as this circumſtance 1s, yet it is a truth, ſp 
that, notwithſtanding the various publica- ra 
tions this very caſe has produced, the name la 
of the ſurgeon who almoſt ſolely attended T 
it, has never till now tranſpired before the ca 
Publick. This piece of information is very ul 
material indeed; becauſe, here 1s the name of ul 
the ſurgeon of the firſt profeſſional eminence nc 
brought forth to our knowledge, and whoſe NC 
concern in the caſe could not have been pub- Ml tit 


lickly known, neither through the Obſerva- M 
tions on this caſe, made by Sir William ap 
Watſon, nor through the Remarks made W. 
by Mr. Hunter. But now again to revert to ſy1 
the caſe. rer 
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That Mr. Pott applied remedies to the ul- he 
ceration, gave her bark in decoction and in he! 
"ſubſtance, and alſo opium. That the tooth, he 
cat 


from the beginning, never faſtened, and that 
it was now out of her mouth. That the Pro- 


feſſor never ſaw her at Knightſbridge. That 
| Sir 


RÄ 49. 

Sir William Watſon was acquainted in the 3 
family. That Sir William Watſon ſaw her 9 
at Knightſbridge. That it is a certain aſcer- = 
tained fact, that Mr. Pott and Sir William - 
Watſon conſulted together five or ſix times | 
only upon the caſe. That the ulcerations did 
ſpread under the uſe of bark. That the ulce- . 
rations extended along the palate to the uvu- 

la. That the maxilla ſuperior was a caries: 

That a fever was on her. That eruptions 

came out. That ſome of theſe formed into 

ulcers. That on the ſcapula and knees, theſe i 
ulcers were corroding and cavernous. That 4 ; 
nodes appeared upon the bones. That theſe x 
nodes appeared on both radii, as alſo on both i 
tibiæ. That ſhe had nocturnal pains, That 
Mr. Pott gave her mercury internally, and 
applied it afterwards by friction. That ſhe 
was in a downright ſalivation. That all the 
ſymptoms yielded to mercury. That ſhe was 
removed into her native country, perfectly 
free of all venereal ſymptoms, and there died 4 
heftick. That Mr. Pott conſtantly attended | 
her from the beginning to the end, and that 
he hath not the ſmalleſt doubt, but that the 
caſe was truly venereal. 


A a 2 Before 
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Before I proceed to make more general re- 
marks, I muſt firſt of all give my reaſons to 
' my readers, why, although opportunities 
have offered, I did not apply to Mr. Pott, 
though I knew he attended almoſt ' wholly 
this caſe, for a more minute information of 
the coming on of the ſymptoms, of the de- 
ſtruction of the parts, and of their yielding 
altogether to the effect of mercury. I have 
already aſſerted, that I choſe rather to ſtate my 
general facts, collected from a gentleman 
who was not of the profeſſion, but nearly 
connected with the family, and who had taken 
much pains to inform himſelf of the caſe, 
becauſe he was more than coldly intereſted, 
And theſe facts, thus collected, are enough 
to ſatisfy me. Theſe general truths, together 
with thoſe given in by Sir William Watſon, 
prove all that I wanted, that the bark and 
opium, and other remedies, given under 
&* an able and experienced ſurgeon,” as Sir 
William very emphatically expreſſes him to 
be, failed. That mercury was then appealed 
to, and that mercury in this, as in all other 
venereal caſes, ecm removed and cured 
the diſeaſe. 


J have 
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I have here aſcertained, that the ſhip ſtruck 
upon a rock, owing to the ignorance or ob- 
ſtinacy of her original pilots on board. I 
have here aſcertained the rock that the ſhip 
ſtruck upon. I have aſcertained in general 


the damage that ſhe ſuſtained, the order in 


which the rigging gave way, and how ſhe 
was at laſt got off. I have here furniſhed 
myſelf with ſuch material evidence, as to juſ- 
tify me in the moſt ſolemn manner to declare, 
that the man who now doubts that this caſe 
was venereal, muſt be a deſpicable ideot, or a 
ſelf-important, audacious, and dangerous im- 
poſtor, K | : 


Sir William Watſon fays, * that the pro- 
te oreſs of this putrid diſeaſe not being im- 
* peded by the moſt powerful antiſeptics, 
* m liberal doſes; and its giving way to 
« mercurials, even in ſmall ones, cannot 
but furniſn room to ſuggeſt, that the taint 
* was truly venereal.” This, I think, proves 


what his opinion was of the caſe. But Sir 


William afterwards, with great diffidence, 
leaves the caſe for diſcuſſion, and offers it to 
profeſſional men, as a propoſition, 


And 
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And now for my remarks upon the Pro- 

feſſor's defence of the caſe as it was given in 
by Sir William Watſon ; for to © that ac- 
count, he ſ. ays, he muſt take his materials 
to o reaſon upon.“ 


Ae The caſe,” ſays the Profeſſor, . <« appeare 
< to be ſuppoſed at laſt to be venereal, what- 
ever might have been the firſt opinion, 
c and for the two following reaſons ; firſt, 


4 


* 


« being poſſible; and ſecondly, from its 
© not giving way to medicines which are of 
ce no ſervice in the venereal diſeaſe ; and this 
tc opinion appears to have been — 
66 by the diſeaſe giving way to Ry 


4 Mall firſt of all ww that my eters 
will take notice, that the Profeſſor is at laſt 
driven to the- neceſlity of admitting, what 
he has never before admitted throughout the 
great work! that the mode of catching 
ie the diſeaſe was poſſible!” I am aware that 

here he ſpeaks the opinions of others; but 
he has already confeſſed, I believe we muſt 
<« allow, if theſe are venereal, it muſt have 
© been the lues venerea in the perſon from 
© whom the tooth was taken,” That ſurely 
18 


from the mode of catching the diſeaſe 


6s Dh 
is admitting the poſſibility. But I care-not: 
whether he admits it or not. I lay no ſtreſs 
upon it. We do not want the confeſſion 
from the perſon charged, to prove his guilt. 


So unfortunate is the Profeſſor, that here he 


cannot even make uſeof his former plea, and 
which he invoked in his fourth caſe ; for the 
tooth was out long ago, and others alſo. What 


he with his uſual ſhyneſs calls © medicines 


« which are of no ſervice in the venereal 
« diſeaſe,” were bark and opium. If they 
be of no ſervice in any condition of the diſ- 
eaſe, the Profeſſor then himſelf has moſt 
groſsly inſulted his readers. Bark was given, 
the ſymptoms increaſed under its action. 
All the freedom that can be exacted by the 
Profeſſor was given to other remedies, but 
without the leaſt abatement of the virulent 
ſymptoms. The ſymptomatick fever raged. 
Eruptions and other ſymptoms then fol- 
lowed. Mercury could then be given ; .mer- 
cury was then given, and the venereal ſymp- 
toms yielded to it. If mercury had been 
given in the firſt inſtance, and the ſymptoms 
had then increaſed, the Profeſſor would have 
denied that thediſeaſe was venereal; he would 
have then called it the © new diſeaſe.” If 
mercury had been given in the firſt inſtance, 

| | and 


1 
and the ſymptoms had yielded to it, then the 
Profeſſor would have ſaid, that the diſeaſe 


= | would have done well without mercury, 


For thus has he ſaid in his Comment upon 
the Fourth Caſe: © If that the lady had gone 
ce through a courſe of mercury, ſhe would 
4 haue in all probability alſo got well.” But 

here other remedies had their ſcope. They 

failed. The diſeaſe rapidly increaſed during 

their uſe, and only gave way to mercury. 
Where then is there a twig for the 2 
to Sraſp at ? 


The Profeſſor complains, that atten- 


tion, by Sir William Watſon, had not 

been paid to the neceſſary circumſtan- 
«ces ſufficient to determine it to be vene- 
e real.” But yet we find that the Profeſſor 
is informed of enough from him to ground 
diſputation upon, and that it ariſes out of 
the reports, as given of the caſe by Sir 
William. For the Profeſſor, now that he 
has yielded up the firſt point, now that he 
has ſo far given way as to admit that the 
« catching of the diſeaſe thus may be poſ- 
4 fible,” ſeems determined to fall like a hero, 
to fall in the field of — and in the laſt 
ditch ! 
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© The caſe does not perfectly agree with 


« the common attending circumſtances of ' 
« the venereal.” ——— The progreſs of the 


« ulceration, in the mouth, which was the 
« firſt ſymptom, \ was by much too rapid for 
« a venereal ulcer 3 in common; for it muſt 


« be conſidered, if yenereal, ſimply as a 
« chancre, or local affection.” I agree with 


the Profeſſor, that in the firſt inſtance the 
caſe was local. And in order to indulge him 


as much as I ought in his defence, I will fee 


how ſoon: he defines a chancre to come on. 


L have known caſes whers the chaneres 
« have appeared in twenty-four hours, and 


t I have known them ſeven weeks.” As to 
the rapidity of the ſymptoms, if he means 
virulence of ſymptoms and in ſhort time, 


why then I an extremely ſorry, fe or his Own. 


honour, to find that he is driven to ſuch a 
ſubterfuge; for argument! ſhall not call it. 


8 Now,” ys the Profeſſor, < let us trace 
te the progreſs of the diſeaſe | into the con- 
« ſtitution.” And here his deſponding ſpi- 


rit ſeems to revive. He here quotes this paſ- 
ſage from Sir William Watſon's Caſe. When 
* the local diſeaſe was making rapid progreſs,” 
* blotches appeared on her face, neck, and 

Soo SEE - Ro ** Va= 
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« various parts of her body; feveral of thoſe 
< became ulcerated painful ſores” Now,“ 
fays the Profeſſor, © this date of the conſti- 
<« tutional affections following the local, is 
te by much too ſoon. to be venereal. . We 


know if a lues venerea arifes from a go- 


* norrhœa, (Does he talk of gonorrhaa !) 
<« or chancre, it does not appear in common 
<« till about fix weeks; often much later, 
& hut ſeldom ſooner.” And does the Pro- 
feſſor pretend to be ſerious in this argu- 
ment ? Does he preſume, that ſuch an ar- 
gument can have the leaſt weight with pro- 
feſſional men? Has he ſuch. an idea of hu- 
man ability, that the ſcale of it will be found 
ſo low as to deſcend to ſuch a ſervile and 
implicit ſubmiſſion, to receive ſuch an igno- 
rant or mean opinion, becauſe that it is dic- 
tated by him ? 


The tooth which was drawn, expoſed the 
the part from whence it was taken. The in: 
tection conveyed by the tranſplanted tooth, 
was immediately active in a double capacity. 


Inſtead of waiting the proceſs of the com- 
mencement of deſtruction. of parts, which is 


the beginning of chancre on the glans penis, 


When it was previouſly in a ſound ſtate, 


here 


= 2 8 
here the virus was inſtantaneouſly commu- 
nicated to lacerated blood veſſels. The effe& 
from that communication as inſtantaneouſly 
took place. The common medium of in- 


troduction of poiſon, by abſorption, perhaps 


had but a part of concern in diffuſing the 
infection into the blood at firſt. No bubo 
came on. But the local ſpreading virulent 


ulceration, ſtill added to the conſtitutional 


affection. And hence 1t appears, why that 
the corroſive Tublimate, applied in a ſtrong 
ſolution by the Profeſſor, failed. For his 
view was ſimilar to the ſame, in his treat- 


ment of chancre. He meant to deſtroy the 


local infection, conveyed to the part by the 
tranſplanted tooth, in a private compendious 
manner; by the firſt intention; by a coup 
de main. But the diſeaſe had already gone 
beyond the Profeſlor's . ſpecific bounds ;” 
it had already gone into the blood. The 
Profeſſor was enſnared by one of his own 
toils. For the ſymptomatick fever ſoon after 


was found to be rapid in its advances. The 


Profeſlor's ſecret intention was thus defeat- 
ed. And although unfortunate indeed for the 
unhappy victim whoſe fate I deplore, yet I 
hold it fortunate for ſociety, that this caſe 
hath thus come to light ; for, what further 
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proofs might have been exacted to convince 
determined ſkepticiſm, or a man fo over- 
heated in the purſuit of intereſt, as to loſe 
ſight of n I cannot fathom 


| The Profeſſor aſſigns, as another reaſon 
for his not believing that the diſeaſe was ve- 
nereal, becauſe that the ſymptoms, which 
were rapid, yielded to too little quantity of 
mercury. If he means to proportionate the 
requiſite quantity of mercury by calculation, 
inſtead of by effect, I ſhall aſſure him, that 
the calculation may be erroneous, when the 
effect cannot be ſo. It is with much more 
truth, that we can determine upon the ne- 
ceſſary quantity of mercury to be given, by 
the effect that it hath on removing the ve. 
nereal ſymptoms, than by any previous aſ- 
ſertions of calculated quantity that may be 
neceſſary. This point has already been con- 
teſted. The appeal is beyond the reach of 
us both. It is now before the profeſſion, to 
be determined upon from the reſult of their 
theory and practice. Calomel was given for 
ten days, in ſmall quantities. As much mer- 
cury was rubbed in as the lady could bear, 
for twelv. days longer. She was falivated by 
mercury. The venereal ſymptoms, in con- 

ſequence 


. 
ſequence, all diſappeared, and when nothin I 
but mercury could cauſe them to diſappear. 


Let then the Profeſſor, if he can, rail the 
« ſeal from off this bond ! 2 


bs When v we conſider, that the girls from 
« whom the teeth were taken, had not the 
« leaſt appearance of diſeaſe at the time, and 
had none when the diſeaſe broke out in the 
« perſon who received the teeth, it becomes 
« ſtrange, that it ſhould break out in the 
« receiver, and not in the giver.” This 1s 
the ſheet-anchor upon which the Profeſſor 
reſts his hope. If the blood, when contami- 
nated, could not impart that contamination 
to anotMer, it would then be impoſſible that 
the diſeaſe could break out in the receiver on 
a local part, when no local part was found 
to be affected in the giver. But as contami- 
nated blood, from the facts that I have al- 
ready given, canconvey the infection, it only 
remains for me further to prove, that poiſons 
received by a freſh perſon will be more active 
and rapid, in their effects, than they were 
with the giver. Theſe © young girls,” as the 
Profeſſor calls them, expoſed to venereal in- 
tection, remain a long while without any 
form.d attack, whilſt that the infection is 
cir- 
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circulating with the blood, yet a freſh per- 
fon receiving the infection from them ſhall 
ſuddenly feel all the virulence of the dif. 
eaſe. This is conſiſtent with the laws of 
all poiſons, or when putrid diſeaſes prevail, 
no nurſes would ever be ſafe; on the con- 
trary, they would be early victims. Yet 
theſe nurſes, apparently well, may infect a 
freſh perſon, not accuſtomed to breathe the 
infectious air of priſons or foul hoſpitals; 
and that perſon may experience the full force 


of the virulent infection.“ 


But the Profeſſor dwells very much upon 
this ; that as the local ſymptom of infec- 
tion was a chancre on the gum, near to the 
tranſplanted venereal tooth, ſo the gum from 
whence the tooth was drawn, ſhould have 
had a chancre on it alſo. That the infec- 
tion might have been conveyed that way, 
I will admit; and that it was not ſo conveyed, 
1 will admit alſo. But becauſe it was not 
conveyed that way, is every other way pre- 
cluded ? Does not the Profeſſor feel his 
miſtake ? or hath not yet his dentiſt drawn 
the error out of his head? Is he not aware 


that 


. Vide the Paper by Dr. John Hunter, Lotwon Medical 
TranſaQions, vol. iii. 
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that, in a this fatal inſtance, the local infection 
could not have been 0d in the ſame 
form that it was given? In the giver, the 
blood was contaminated. In the receiver, 
the gum locally partook of the contamina- 
tion, But where 1s this young gurl ? Hath 
ſhe been produced in evidence by and for the 
profeſſor? Have we been aſſured after her 
tooth was drawn that her gum healed up 
ſound? Why had ſhe not been ſought out ? ? 
Why had ſhe no part allotted in the defence 
of the Profeſſor ? Why was ſhe not ſeen even 
in the back ground of the caſe ? She, at leaſt, 
owed obligations for the Profeſſor's hand- 
ſome report of her, and at any rate through 


him received, dulce munus pro munere 
e maro.“ | 


Is it not experienced every day in hoſpi- 
tals, that lues venerea is often firſt found 
lurking in the habit from a wound, which 
had been received by accident, aſſuming an 
ll condition? Even when a venereal ſymp- 
tom is local in the giver, muſt it neceſſarily 
be the ſame local ſymptom in the receiver? 


One more quotation from the Profeſſor, 
and then perhaps our literary conteſt upon 
this 
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this ſubject is * for ever. For the great 
work has long enough lain expoſed in pub- 
lick ſtate; I am now about to ſurround it 


with a winding ſheet, and-to ſcrew down the 


lid of the coffin! © But it muſt be nearly 
« the ſame thing to thoſe who want to have 
« teeth tranſplanted, whether my reaſoning 
e 18 juſt or not; for a diſeaſe in conſequence 
ce of the operation, moſt certainly has taken 
95 place; and in ſome caſes this has been 
ce worſe, or cured with more difficu t / than 
ce the lues venerea in common.“ T UBM 


whoſe theory was it that this diteaſe was 


created ? Under whoſe new opinion was this 
ſyſtem of tranſplanting of teeth revived ? 
Hath not the Profeſſor ſuffered another evil 
to eſcape from out of the box of Pandora? 
Cadmus tranſplanted teeth, and propagated 
warriors —The Profeſſor and his dentiſt 
tranſplanted teeth, and propogated lues ve- 
nerea l The Profeſſor and his dentiſt have 
not even the Cadmea victoria to boaſt of 
But how came the Profeſſor to be the oble- 
quious attendant upon tranſplanters of teeth? 
What buſineſs had he there, of all profeſ- 
ſional men? When he denied the poſſibility 
of infection, at the ſame time that he re- 
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Let him recapele thi ag a man of aan ä 


ou din 


T he, Profeſſor's $ 8 ſyſtem | of I lues 


venerea is founded upon this baſis; That 


blood contaminated with venereal virus can- 
not contaminate a ſound perſon. It only 
now remains for me to declare that that 
ſyſtem is both falſe and dangerous; and 
having proved as much, I truſt that the 
Profeſſor will hereafter inſult us with no 
more of his new opinions. Fallen ambition 
hath often experienced a ſafe retreat, and 
received an unexpected comfort in lowly 
humiliation. The raſh pilot that is wrecked 
at ſea, conſigns himſelf to a plank, and pro- 


longs his life by implicitly yielding to the 


power of the waves; for if he ſtruggled, they 


would no longer paſs ſmoothly over him, 
and break beyond him; cheered by the ſight 


of a friendly bark, he is ſubmiſſive until he 
be picked up; he will not dare the proud 
power of the waves; they would daſh againſt 
his vain but feeble reſiſtance, and indig- 
Ry precipitate him to the deep! 


I muſt now addreſs myſelf in particular 


to the tranſplanters of teeth in this country. 
C c-- 18 8 
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To them I ſhall only give my charge. They 
are not to expect that I ſhall go into argu- 
ment with them. They are to take their 
_ Inſtructions from that which I have already 
preferred before their maſter, the Profeſſor. 
He being already defeated, they muſt of 
courſe ſurrender at my difcretion. 


Tigrim vince, levemque paſſerinum. 


Nulla eft gloria præterire aſellss.* 


I muſt inſiſt that they do either abandon 
this operation altogether, or take upon them- 
ſelves to extract the tooth to be tranſplanted 
only from a perſon in whom they can by 
means of family, character, reſidence, and 
age, abſolutely confide ; that there may not 
remain in conſequence a cauſe for ſuſpicion 
of thus conveying the infection. If it be 
ſaid, that only looſe young girls, not be- 
friended, nor protected, offer themſelves for 
ſuch a facrifice ; if it be ſaid, that young 
girls, who have parents that feel for them, 
as they feel for themſelves, that ſpurn at 
the humiliation as they would ſpurn at their 
ſeduction ; that would as ſoon conſent to the 
immolation of the whole of their perſons, 


a5 


* Mart. Epig. in Labullum, 
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as to ſuch a part, in ſuch a cauſe; that 
would, like the father of Caliſta, in the 
Fair Penitent, rather lead their daughters to 
death than permit them from whatever ne- 
ceſſity, to degrade thus human nature whilſt 
living; if it be ſaid, that from theſe reaſons, 
no other ſubjects are offered up as ſacrifices 
to pride and avarice, but young and unpro- 
tected girls, why then I ſhall be able to fix 
my charge, and to deliver that fixed charge 
without heſitation. For it is neither the 
dread of an individual, nor of any particular 
claſs in ſociety that ſhall ſwerve me from 
preferring the truth. For to the cauſe of 
truth, to my own honour, and to publick 
ſafety, all lower conſiderations mult give way. 
For if at my time of life I were not equal to 
ſupport this pretenſion, I ſhould be unwor- 
thy to write, unworthy of the confidence of 
the world, and ſo far from profit being de- 
rived from the ſtruggle that I have made 
hitherto in the ſupport of truth againſt 
ſtrong oppoſition, if that my actions had 
not been in harmony with my feelings, I 
muſt long ſince have given up the con- 


teſt. 
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I ſhall now give in this my charge to 
theſe tranſplanters of teeth. Notwithitand. 
ing they have hitherto, from want of know 
ing better, been buoyed up and counce- 
nanced in the practice; not thſtar dir g 
the authority of the Profeſſor at: ir elbo 
may have hitherto exculpated t! in the 
opinions of moderate men; and twitb- 
ſtanding hitherto they are, as they ght to 


be, pardoned and acquitted ; yet ge . now 


that the caſe is altered, that h ai 1ority 


of the Profeſſor is no longer of a validity, 
that the whole of the Profeſſion revolt at it, 


becauſe that the errors, which he is charged 
withal are proved againſt him, it only re- 


mains for me to forewarn them and friendly 


to inſtruct them, that, whether they are 
hereafter inſtigated by the continued pre- 
ſence of the Profeſſor or not, if they pur- 
{ue the fame practice, they then purſue it 
with their eyes opened; that if they do not 
give in a previous declaration of what may 
happen, not only to the perſons who apply 
to them for the tranſplanting of teeth, but 
alſo to their relatives and friends, and that 
if bad conſequences do after follow, then 


they muſt not expect that that which they had 


taken on themſelves, in defiance of general 
profeſſional 
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profeſſional opinion, on the hour of trial, 


ſhould meet with profeſſional ſupport. They 


can neither then come within the pale of 
their compaſſion nor of their protection, 
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